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Abstract

Peace journalism is a new concept in the academic area and media sector.  Although, there are several attempts to establish a global approach to peace journalism, we have to be careful in adapting them to local conditions.  It is important to stress that peace journalism is a new kind of reporting, news selecting and news framing for the journalism profession. 
At the start of the 21st century, Galtung (1998, 2002), Kempf (1996, 2002), Shinar (2003), and others (see, e.g., Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution, 2003; Lynch & McGoldrick, 2005) advocated creative models and training programs … to transform the role of media (cited in Ross, 2006, p. 4).

The most prominent peace researcher Johan Galtung
 first began using the term ‘Peace Journalism’ in the 1970s. Galtung (2002) defines peace journalism as such: “Peace journalism stands for truth as opposed to propaganda and lies, “truthful journalism” being, as mentioned, one aspect in peace journalism. It is not “investigative journalism” in the sense of only uncovering lies on “our” side.  The truth aspect in peace journalism holds for all sides, just like exploration of the conflict formation and giving voice (glasnost) to all (p. 5).”

Galtung (2002) stresses the “truth oriented” sides of peace journalism; some scholars make similar description for peace journalism. For instance, Shinar (2006) defines peace journalism as a “good journalism”, Lych and McGoldrick (2005) call “accurate journalism”, “post realistic journalism” and “Conflict analysis journalism”, Kempf (2003) labels “de-escalation oriented conflict reporting”, or Bandakov (2006) and Shinar (2007a) entitle “responsible journalism”.
Lynch and McGoldrick (2005) define peace journalism as quality journalism that uses a creative set of tools to include routinely or habitually under-represented perspectives to provide deeper and broader coverage of news (pp. 5, 224). Galtung (2002) also supports Lynch and McGoldrick’s (2005) views on peace journalism; according to Galtung (2002) “peace journalism gives a more realistic image of what goes on in the world (p. 5)”. One can know from Gatekeeping Theory
, some news events are not reported by a journalist or are not selected by editors which mean peace journalism tries to present the uncovered issues. 
In this paper, I present the results of an investigation on news coverage of the Cyprus Conflict and how Turkish and Greek Cypriot press are covering the “other side”. In order to find out the news coverage of Cyprus Conflict a ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ has been developed. 
In this ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’, there are 16 questions that are related to the coverage; evaluation of the headline, quoted sources in the story, topic of news article, framing of the news, and some other technical information such as page number, size of the news, date etc.

‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ will also address these issues; How Turkish/Greek Cypriot journalists select headlines [positive, natural, negative], who writes the articles [source of the article] what are the main news topics? 

The samples for this research study were publications in May 2006. The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ was conducted on news articles which related with the Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, Greece, and Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The selected items ranged between; 1110 news items from the Turkish Cypriot newspapers and 309 news items from the Greek Cypriot newspapers.  

Five Turkish and five Greek Cypriot newspapers were selected as samples for this study, in order to analyze Turkish/Greek Cypriot press coverage of the Cyprus Conflict. The Greek Cypriot newspapers are Alithia, Haravghi, Phileleftheros, Simerini and Politis; the Turkish Cypriot papers are Kibris, Afrika, Yeni Duzen, Halkin Sesi and Volkan. 

Regarding Greek Cypriot newspapers; Alithia, has close relationship with DISI, the main opposition party. Alithia opposes governmental policies and supports unification initiatives. Alithia can be described as a liberal newspaper. Haravghi on the other hand, is owned by AKEL, the communist party now in the government and has been opposed to the Annan Plan referendum campaign. Phileleftheros, is a commercial newspaper with the highest circulation in the South. Politis is an independent newspaper and it has the second highest circulation, supporting peace initiatives with columnist contributors from Turkish Cypriots. Simerini, can be described as a fanatic rightwing newspaper. The editorial policy of the Simerini newspaper is following the EOKA-B line.

For the Turkish Cypriot newspapers, the following comments can be made; Kibris, has the highest circulation in the North, it is highly influential, and it supports peace initiatives. Afrika, is an opposition paper in the North, and withstands an active stand on the Cyprus problem with columnist contributors from Greek Cypriots. Yeniduzen, is owned by the Republican Turkish Party now in government of the TRNC, and it supports unification of the island. Volkan, is an opposition paper, nationalist in ideology, and does not support unification. Halkin Sesi, is the oldest Turkish language newspaper on the island, privately owned and can be described as a rightwing newspaper.

In summary, this paper will expose the reader to the news coverage of the Cyprus Conflict practices and principles of the thus far unknown Cyprus news media and its contribution positive/negative to the ongoing peace process in the Cyprus problem.
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INRODUCTION 

Peace journalism is a new concept in the academic area and media sector.  The final chapter of this dissertation provides a normative set of principles dealing with peace journalism. Although, there are several attempts to establish a global approach to peace journalism, we have to be careful in adapting them to local conditions.  It is important to stress that peace journalism is a new kind of reporting, news selecting and news framing for the journalism profession. 
At the start of the 21st century, Galtung (1998, 2002), Kempf (1996, 2002), Shinar (2003), and others (see, e.g., Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution, 2003; Lynch & McGoldrick, 2005) advocated creative models and training programs … to transform the role of media (cited in Ross, 2006, p. 4).

The most prominent peace researcher Johan Galtung
 first began using the term ‘Peace Journalism’ in the 1970s. Galtung (2002) defines peace journalism as such: “Peace journalism stands for truth as opposed to propaganda and lies, “truthful journalism” being, as mentioned, one aspect in peace journalism. It is not “investigative journalism” in the sense of only uncovering lies on “our” side.  The truth aspect in peace journalism holds for all sides, just like exploration of the conflict formation and giving voice (glasnost) to all (p. 5).”

Galtung (2002) stresses the “truth oriented” sides of peace journalism; some scholars make similar description for peace journalism. For instance, Shinar (2006) defines peace journalism as a “good journalism”, Lynch and McGoldrick (2005) call “accurate journalism”, “post realistic journalism” and “Conflict analysis journalism”, Kempf (2003) labels “de-escalation oriented conflict reporting”, or Bandakov (2006) and Shinar (2007a) entitle “responsible journalism”.
Lynch and McGoldrick (2005) define peace journalism as quality journalism that uses a creative set of tools to include routinely or habitually under-represented perspectives to provide deeper and broader coverage of news (pp. 5, 224). Galtung (2002) also supports Lynch and McGoldrick’s (2005) views on peace journalism; according to Galtung (2002) “peace journalism gives a more realistic image of what goes on in the world (p. 5)”. One can know from Gatekeeping Theory
, some news events are not reported by a journalist or are not selected by editors which means peace journalism tries to present the uncovered issues. As Galtung and Vincent (1992) stress, “Journalists should focus on visible and invisible effects of violence and conflict”; it would seem that, peace journalism can be used for any kind of news issues and not only conflict news. 

Shinar (2007b) makes a similar definition, and he argues how peace journalist explores and creates demands for learning backgrounds and contexts of conflict formation. 

Peace Journalism and peace-oriented strategies of media usage aim at improving both media representations of reality and how they are perception by the public. They propose to frame stories in broader, fairer, and more accurate terms than the ones dictated by the biases of the “ratings culture and structure”, and of the interests of governments and movements. They explore and create demands for learning backgrounds and contexts of conflict formation in order to make media sources, processes, and effects more relevant (Shinar, 2007; p. 56).

Shinar’s (2007) peace journalism definition shows that commercial or traditional media news values are problematic because of “ratings culture and structure”. Kempf (2006) sees traditional media as “escalation-oriented conflict coverage” and he labels peace journalism as “de-escalation-oriented conflict coverage”. Kempf argues that, “…traditional escalation-oriented conflict coverage has a higher news values than de-escalation-oriented peace journalism. Simplification supports the division of the world into “us” and “them” and produces a bias towards interpreting conflict as a win-lose process (ASPR, 2003), and the preference for negativism, personalization, elite nations and elite persons produces a structural frame which divides the world into “rich” and “poor” and at the same time into “good” and “evil” (Galtung & Vincent, 1992) (cited Kempf, 2006; p. 3).”

Consequently, ‘Peace Journalism’ is related to alternative patterns of covering news reports. Differences in expression carry ideological distinctions and thus differences in representation (Fowler, 1991). Peace journalism is alternative for traditional news reporting and it could be said that peace journalism can help reporters to cover conflict in multi perspective, balance and critical. Balance reporting does not mean not objective, nevertheless, “Objectivity alone, without balance is not helpful; the same holds for balance without objectivity (Galtung, 2006; p. 5).” The concept of objectivity as described by Galtung (2006), has shown that objectivity and balance go together, the point is that, Galtung (2006) accepts objectivity as truth oriented reporting. Some scholars believe that objectivity is for the journalist; journalist just reports the facts without any comment. Galtung does not accept this argument and he wants to combine objectivity and balance reporting together. 

According to Galtung (2006) balance reporting should include 3 matters.

1. Balance in a conflict means to give attention to all goals of all parties.

2. Balance means to give attention to people as well as to elites.

3. Balance means to give attention to all phases of a conflict, before, during, after violence (p. 5).

First matter is related to solution task of peace journalism. Peace journalist should seek some solutions and give voice to all parties in order to find some common ground. Second matter is about people oriented understanding of peace journalism. Peace journalist should allow people to talk about their problems. Third one is stresses the process oriented news understanding of peace journalism. Traditional journalists tend to event based reporting which means to focus on how many people died, which bridge was destroyed etc. Before and after the violence, however, media does not follow the process to show bad sides of the conflict.

Peace journalism does not exclude the objectivity, nevertheless, uses objectivity for different purposes. Instead, peace journalism’s objectivity is a “methodological objectivity, which requires journalists to subject their reports to objective controls such as the careful presentation of facts, reliable and varied sources, expert opinion, supporting documentation, accurate quotations, and a fair representation of major viewpoints” (Hanitzsch, 2004, p. 488; Ward, 1998, p. 122; emphasis added)(be careful; Hanitzsch is a PJ opponent; his definitions generally are NOT accepted by those in the field) (cited in Bratic, 2007; p. 10). 

Lynch (2006) defines “peace journalism is a critical realist theory about the reporting of conflict (p. 74).” He explains critical realist theory with these words: “On a critical realist view, therefore, news should still be seen as a representation of something other than itself - a ‘report of the facts’, even though those facts are, in nearly every case, ready mediated by the time any journalist, let alone readers and audiences, comes into contact with them (p. 74).” Lynch’s (2006) peace journalism definition also does not include pure objectivity of news. He sees news as a sort of constructed information which is gathered  by the journalist. During this construction, journalist could not be objective because of certain values, socio cultural environment, and media structure. 

As Arsan (2003) argues in Çatışma ve Savaş Dönemlerinde Gazetecilik (Journalism in Conflict and War Period) article: “Peace oriented journalism is based on human, truth and solution; considers balance and hand-off attitude in selection of news and use of language; makes the reasons of problem transparent; establishes empathy with others rather than antagonizing as you and us; tries to prevent violence before it occurs; emphases is on the  foundations of violence that are not apparent  (Alankus, 2003; pp. 51-52).”

According to Arsan’s (2003) definition, it could be said that peace journalism is an innovative understanding of journalism profession which uses the conflict analysis technique such as empathy with “others” and understanding. 

Peace journalism as a normative theory

The premise of peace journalism is a normative theory. As Shinar (2007a) mentioned, “Peace journalism is a normative mode of responsible and conscientious media coverage of conflict, that aims at contributing to peacemaking, peacekeeping, and changing the attitudes of media owners, advertisers, professionals, and audiences towards war and peace (p. 2).” 


Shinar (2007a), Kempf (2003) and Melone, Terzis, & Ozsel (2002) stress the normative premise of peace journalism, because they believe that, peace journalism can play a positive constructive role on peace process or conflict situation. Irvan (2006) states that, “if media play a negative role in terms of increasing the tensions between and among the sides of the conflict, they can also play a positive role by promoting peace (p. 34).”


Shinar (2007a), Kempf (2003) and Irvan’s (2006) evaluations on peace journalism has also been focused on that peace journalism is a responsibility journalism. Bandakov (2006) stresses the responsibility role of peace journalism. “The key word of the peace journalism concept is responsibility. In most of the cases, PJ is defined as a special mode of socially responsible journalism which contributes to the peaceful resolution of conflicts (p. 2).” 

According to Mandelzis (2007) “Peace journalism could develop theories and strategies to help create an awareness of higher news values and responsibilities, in both the local and the global spheres (p. 3).” Although there is peace journalism news values, it is hard to put them in praxis. This is why Mandelzis’ (2007) suggestion is essential to create awareness into the media sector and among the audience. If media believes that “public demand” and if they try to respond to this demand, peace journalism should develop something to affect audience peace demand, and then media could change itself. 

As Ottosen (2003) holds that the prerequisite for changing conflict coverage is a social movement within audiences. (to what extent is it really true that journalism is responsive to the audience????) Only when the public demands alternative conflict coverage, only when there is a real market for something like peace journalism, will it be possible to achieve constructive conflict coverage. The assumption is that if the market were there, everything else – such as journalistic guidelines and strategies, interest in specific competencies, changes in media structures – would follow (cited in Blösi, 2004; p. 6-7). 

The global survey research which has been conducted by Lynch and McGoldrick (2004) has shown that journalism profession needs peace journalism, in other words, journalist starts to demand public service. “Sixty percent of journalist who responded to a global survey (Lynch and McGoldrick 2004b) believed that the media in their own country industry today is not performing this essential public service. Most blamed “journalistic convention”, with “market conditions” a close second (cited in McGoldrick, 2006; p. 5).
CYPRIOT NEWSPAPERS AND PEACE JOURNALISM
A passing overview of the Cypriot media would leave one with little doubt that the underlying values of Cypriot journalism is toward the maintenance and incitement of conflict. The general tendency among both Turkish and Greek Cypriot media is toward accusation, blame, and the creation of suspicion of the “other side”. Within a “sports” paradigm, the Cypriot media focus on will “win” in the process toward resolving the “Cyprus Problem” (Ersoy, 2006).
Currently, neither community’s media have made a positive contribution toward peace in Cyprus. Against this “self and other” mentality that saturates current journalistic practices in Cyprus, peace journalism argues for a media that accept responsibility for its potential role as a vehicle for contributing toward an understanding that lays the groundwork for the building of a peaceful society. Embracing such a responsibility would necessarily mean providing the two currently divided communities of Cyprus with stories that highlight the similarities, rather than the differences, and encourage cooperation, understanding and trust among the two ethnic groups who inhabit the island (Ersoy, 2006).
ANALYSIS; THE NEWS COVERAGE OF THE CYPRUS CONFLICT 

In order to find out the news coverage of the Cyprus Conflict and how Turkish and Greek Cypriot press are covering the “other side” a ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ has been developed. 
In this ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’, there are 16 questions that are related to the coverage; evaluation of the headline, quoted sources in the story, topic of news article, framing of the news, and some other technical information such as page number, size of the news, date etc.

The essential aim of this study is to explore the news coverage of the Turkish/Greek Cypriot media and how each news media frames the “other” within their coverage. This will help in formulating a peace journalism approach for journalism professions in Cyprus.  

‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ will also address these issues; How Turkish/Greek Cypriot journalists select headlines [positive, natural, negative], who writes the articles [source of the article] what are the main news topics? 

The samples for this research study were publications in May 2006. The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ was conducted on news articles which related with the Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, Greece, and Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The selected items ranged between; 1110 news items from the Turkish Cypriot newspapers and 309 news items from the Greek Cypriot newspapers.  

Five Turkish and five Greek Cypriot newspapers were selected as samples for this study, in order to analyze Turkish/Greek Cypriot press coverage of the Cyprus Conflict. The Greek Cypriot newspapers are Alithia, Haravghi, Phileleftheros, Simerini and Politis; the Turkish Cypriot papers are Kibris, Afrika, Yeni Duzen, Halkin Sesi and Volkan. 

Regarding Greek Cypriot newspapers; Alithia, has close relationship with DISI, the main opposition party. Alithia opposes governmental policies and supports unification initiatives. Alithia can be described as a liberal newspaper. Haravghi on the other hand, is owned by AKEL, the communist party now in the government and has been opposed to the Annan Plan referendum campaign. Phileleftheros, is a commercial newspaper with the highest circulation in the South. Politis is an independent newspaper and it has the second highest circulation, supporting peace initiatives with columnist contributors from Turkish Cypriots. Simerini, can be described as a fanatic rightwing newspaper. The editorial policy of the Simerini newspaper is following the EOKA-B line.

For the Turkish Cypriot newspapers, the following comments can be made; Kibris, has the highest circulation in the North, it is highly influential, and it supports peace initiatives. Afrika, is an opposition paper in the North, and withstands an active stand on the Cyprus problem with columnist contributors from Greek Cypriots. Yeniduzen, is owned by the Republican Turkish Party now in government of the TRNC, and it supports unification of the island. Volkan, is an opposition paper, nationalist in ideology, and does not support unification. Halkin Sesi, is the oldest Turkish language newspaper on the island, privately owned and can be described as a rightwing newspaper.
Findings and Interpretations of Turkish and Greek Cypriot Newspapers

The evaluation process should be defined prier to providing the results of headlines evaluation as follows; (i) Positive (towards the other), (ii) Neutral (descriptive) and (iii) Negative (towards the other). If the headline of the news includes any positive description towards the other such as, empathy, or solution oriented etc. It marks as positive. Example for the positive headline: “Songs for peace are again on the stage” (Yenidüzen newspaper).


Neutral headline can be described as; a headline which describes what happened without passing judgment by making direct quotation in the headline from a source. For example: “Rehn ‘Turkey should fulfills his obligations” (Volkan newspaper).

Negative headline can be categorized as a headline which labels the ‘other’ as the adversary, portraying distrust towards the ‘other’ within a win-lose frame. An example of negative headline is:  “They are kidnapped and blustered” (Politis newspaper).

Evaluation of Greek Cypriot Press Headlines  

The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ results show the majority of the Greek Cypriot newspapers headline which are neutral or descriptive oriented covering the Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, and Turkish Cypriots stands at (% 65.4). The negative headlines (% 31.1), are not to be underestimated. Only % 3.6 of their news headlines were positive. 

However, we must be cautious in our interpretation of Table 1  results, as they do not tell us the majority of the news writing journalists which are doing objective reporting. Therefore, we can deduce that Greek Cypriot press tends to describe the event in light of a transmitter rather than play a positive role within the spectrum of both Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities.

The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ depict Politis newspaper (% 7.3) has published more positive headlines among the other Greek language newspapers. Simerini newspaper (% 39.3) has published a surplus of negative headlines; Alithia (% 79.2) newspaper has published additional neutral headlines.

Politis newspaper’s editorial policy is in support of peace initiatives and as such, publishes more positive headlines (% 7.3) in relation to the other newspapers. The editorial policy of the Simerini newspaper is following the EOKA-B line, thus, they publish more negative headlines (% 39.3). Alithia can be described as a liberal
 newspaper and tends to provide more neutral headlines (% 79.2). More neutral headlines alone do not represent good journalism. Furthermore, Alithia journalists/editors tend to play a passive role when selecting headlines.
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Table 1: Evaluations of the headlines of Greek Cypriot newspapers on Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, or Turkish Cypriots.
Evaluation of Turkish Cypriot Press Headlines 

The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ was conducted on news articles which related with the Cyprus Conflict, Greece, and Greek Cypriots in Turkish Cypriot press. The number of selected items are; 1110.


 Turkish Cypriot press tends to use Turkish News Agency (TAK)
 Greek Cypriot Press Bulletin which is publishing every day. There are some reasons why Turkish Cypriot press tends to publish these news articles; the most important of which is financial. Economically most of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers have insufficient funding of employing journalist to meet their requirements. As such, they prefer to use readymade news which distributing to the news media by TAK. The press sector could be shown as another reason. The press has to be fast in order to convey their news to readers in the world. Hereby, in order to Turkish Cypriot press convey their news faster to readers they tend to use readymade news articles.


The Greek Cypriot Press Bulletin usages of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers are highly significant. 664 out of 1110 news items published in Greek Cypriot newspapers have been published in Turkish Cypriot press. In other words, 554 news items have been covered by Turkish Cypriot journalists. Although we have 1110 news items for Turkish Cypriot press, must be cautious while analyzing them. It is very difficult to explore the Turkish Cypriot press coverage with these 664 news items on the Cyprus Conflict, Greece, or Greek Cypriots. In order to see how Turkish Cypriot press frames the “other” in their coverage, 554 news items have been selected for analyzing, that produced in the Turkish Cypriot press.

According to Table 2 results, clear majority of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers (% 72.1) headlines on Cyprus Conflict, Greek, or Greek Cypriots are neutral or descriptive oriented. Another significant result is; % 24.9 news headlines are negative oriented towards the “other”. Positive headlines are stand at % 2.9. 

The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ results depict Volkan newspaper has published more negative headlines (% 38.8) among the other Turkish language newspapers. Halkin Sesi newspaper has % 29 and Kibris newspaper has % 23.4 negative headlines. Afrika newspaper (% 5.3) has published a surplus of positive headlines among the others. A % 4.3 headline of Yeniduzen newspaper has positively oriented headlines. Yeniduzen newspaper has published additional neutral (% 82.6) headlines among the other newspapers.

According to Volkan newspaper editorial policy, Volkan is an opposition paper; hence nationalist in ideology, and does not support unification. They tend to use more negative oriented news headlines and try to highlight the bad sides of the “other” for their readers. Halkin Sesi is the second newspaper has published negative headlines. The basic reasons why Halkin Sesi tends to providing negative headlines, it is a rightwing newspaper unsupportive of initiatives towards unification of the island. Kibris newspaper is third newspaper which published negative headlines. Kibris, has the highest circulation in the North, it is highly influential, and it supports peace initiatives. However, after the Annan Plan referenda in 2004, Kibris newspaper editorial policy was modified. Results tell us that Kibris has more negative oriented headlines on the Cyprus Conflict according to their editorial policy. The editorial policy of Afrika newspaper is an opposition paper in North Cyprus, and takes an active stand on the Cyprus problem, thus, they publish more positive headlines % 5.3.

Yeniduzen can be described as a leftist newspaper, is owned by the Republican Turkish Party now in government of the TRNC, and it supports unification of the island.  As such, they publish more neutral headlines (% 82.6) to their readers. Yeniduzen tends to providing more neutral headlines because Republican Turkish Party is in the government. Yeniduzen has choosed their news headlines more descriptive. They describe what happened without passing judgment; by making direct quotation in the headline from a source.
[image: image2.wmf]EVALUATIONS OF THE HEADLINES

4

91

29

124

3,2%

73,4%

23,4%

100,0%

2

47

20

69

2,9%

68,1%

29,0%

100,0%

4

75

12

91

4,4%

82,4%

13,2%

100,0%

0

63

40

103

,0%

61,2%

38,8%

100,0%

3

46

10

59

5,1%

78,0%

16,9%

100,0%

13

322

111

446

2,9%

72,2%

24,9%

100,0%

Count

% within q1

Count

% within q1

Count

% within q1

Count

% within q1

Count

% within q1

Count

% within q1

Kibris

Halkin Sesi

Yeni Duzen

Volkan

Afrika

q1

Total

Positive

(towards

the other)

Neutral

(descriptive)

Negative

(towards

the other)

q3

Total


Table 2: Evaluations of the headlines of Turkish Cypriot newspapers on Cyprus Conflict, Greece or Greek Cypriots.

The Source of Greek Cypriot Press Articles 

Table 3 results show the majority of the Greek Cypriot newspapers reporters cover (% 52.4) on Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, and Turkish Cypriots. Majority of Greek Cypriot newspaper are financially capable of employing journalist to meet their requirements. As such, most Greek Cypriot newspapers are independent in covering their own stories; lacking the dependency on news agencies information/sources.

The Greek Cypriot press does not tend to use news agencies (% .6) and some other media (% 2.9) such as newspapers from North Cyprus as the source of the articles. The percentage of the “unknown source” in the articles is important. % 44 of news article does not state any source of the story by Greek Cypriot press. 
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Table 3: The source of the article of Greek Cypriot newspapers on Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, or Turkish Cypriots.
The Source of Turkish Cypriot Press Articles

The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ results depict the clear majority of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers source of the articles are unknown (%70.3). Turkish Cypriot press has economical problems, as such economical reasons they are not financially capable of employing journalists to meet their requirements. Most of the newspapers are using ‘Turkish News Agency’ ‘Turkish News Bulletin’. The significant result is that, Turkish Cypriot press does not write the name of their sources such as TAK, Anatolian Agency, Reuters, and Associated Press. Yeniduzen newspaper only tries to put the name of their sources, results point out; Yeniduzen has the lowest percentage (% 37.4) of unknown source of the articles. Other Turkish Cypriot newspapers do not explain the source of the articles (Kibris % 67.7, Halkin Sesi % 82.6, Volkan % 88.3, Afrika % 80.7).


Results also indicate that, % 11.5 of news is written by Turkish Cypriot journalists and % 18.2 of news is used from news agencies. That means majority of Turkish Cypriot newspaper are not financially capable of employing journalists. 


554 news items have been covered by Turkish Cypriot journalists; whereas, 664 out of 1110 news used as a translated news from Greek Cypriot press. 664 news items which mean % 59.8 of the source of the article which published in Turkish Cypriot press are based on Greek Cypriot press summaries. 
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Table 4: The source of Turkish Cypriot press articles on Cyprus Conflict, Greece or Greek Cypriots.
Article Topics within Greek Cypriot Press

One of minor hypothesis of this study is; Cyprus media prefer to choose negative stories such as crime, rape, and drug use rather than other positive stories from the other side. This hypothesis partly supported. Police, courts, accidents and disasters of other side news could be count as negative stories categories. The percentage of all these news is % 15.5. The significant result is that, Cyprus Conflict (% 34.6) and Turkey (% 25.9) related article topics are high. 

Another meaning of these results is; most of the Greek Cypriot newspapers publish % 25.9 articles on Turkey. There is general tendency in Greek Cypriot press to depict the Turkey as a basic reason of the Cyprus Conflict. 

The news about social and cultural activities is insufficient (% 5.8). Social and cultural activities do not only mean bi-communal activities. An unofficial meeting of politics is also in this category. 
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Table 5: Article topics within Greek Cypriot newspapers on Cyprus Conflict, Turkey or Turkish Cypriots.

Article Topics within Turkish Cypriot Press

One of minor hypothesis of this study is; Cyprus media prefer to choose negative stories such as crime, rape, and drug use rather than other positive stories from the other side. This hypothesis partly supported. Police, courts, accidents and disasters of other side news could be count as negative category of story. The percentage of all these news is % 8.5. The significant result is that, Cyprus Conflict (% 47.5) and Turkey (% 36.5) related article topics are high. 

Another meaning of these results is; most of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers publish % 36.5 articles on Turkey. Table 4.1.12 results point out there is general tendency in Greek Cypriot press to pinpoint Turkey as the basic cause of the Cyprus Conflict. As such, Turkish Cypriot authorities make press release about the Turkey, in order to respond the claims which publish in Greek Cypriot press.

Social and cultural activities related article topics are insufficient (% 4.7). Turkish Cypriot editors do not interest in socio-cultural activities related events according to their news values. 
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Table 6: Article topics within Turkish Cypriot newspapers on Cyprus Conflict, Greece, or Greek Cypriots.
DISCUSSION AND EVALUATION

It is unlikely that the framing and discourses in Cypriot newspapers will change soon. The media structures and the current structure of journalism education make it probable that peace journalism has a long way to go. Peace journalism, however, argues that it is not a question of “if” but “when” the peace journalism option will be taken up in practice by journalists who currently engage in conventional journalism practices. In a world that is growing increasingly complex, the reading, viewing and listening publics may well call themselves for media that take more time, respect their audiences and provide the detailed information necessary for participation in promoting peaceful solutions to violent conflicts (Ersoy, 2006).
In summary of this research the following comments could be made: 
· The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ results show the majority of the Greek Cypriot newspapers headline which are neutral or descriptive oriented covering the Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, and Turkish Cypriots stands at (% 65.4). The negative headlines (% 31.1), are not to be underestimated. Only % 3.6 of their news headlines were positive.

· Clear majority of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers (% 72.1) headlines on Cyprus Conflict, Greek, or Greek Cypriots are neutral or descriptive oriented. Another significant result is; % 24.9 news headlines are negative oriented towards the “other”. Positive headlines are stand at % 2.9.
· Table 3 results show the majority of the Greek Cypriot newspapers reporters cover (% 52.4) on Cyprus Conflict, Turkey, and Turkish Cypriots. Majority of Greek Cypriot newspaper are financially capable of employing journalist to meet their requirements. As such, most Greek Cypriot newspapers are independent in covering their own stories; lacking the dependency on news agencies information/sources.

· The ‘Content Analysis Coding Schema’ results depict the clear majority of the Turkish Cypriot newspapers source of the articles are unknown (%70.3). Turkish Cypriot press has economical problems, as such economical reasons they are not financially capable of employing journalists to meet their requirements. Most of the newspapers are using ‘Turkish News Agency’ ‘Turkish News Bulletin’.
· One of minor hypothesis of this study is; Cyprus media prefer to choose negative stories such as crime, rape, and drug use rather than other positive stories from the other side. This hypothesis partly supported. Police, courts, accidents and disasters of other side news could be count as negative stories categories. For Greek Cypriot press, the percentage of all these news is % 15.5. The significant result is that, Cyprus Conflict (% 34.6) and Turkey (% 25.9) related article topics are high in Greek Cypriot newspapers.
· For Turkish Cypriot newspapers, the percentage of 
“police, courts, accidents and disasters of other side news” is % 8.5. The significant result is that, Cyprus Conflict (% 47.5) and Turkey (% 36.5) related article topics are high in Turkish Cypriot press.
	GENERAL RESULTS

	
	GREEK CYPRIOT PRESS 
	TURKISH CYPRIOT PRESS

	HEADLINES
	· % 65.4 neutral or descriptive oriented.

· % 31.1 negative oriented.
· % 3.6 positive oriented.
	· % 72.1 neutral or descriptive oriented.

· % 24.9 negative oriented.
· % 2.9 positive oriented.

	THE SOURCE OF THE ARTICLES
	· % 52.4 reporter.
	·  % 70.3 unknown sources.

	ARTICLE TOPICS
	· % 34.6 Cyprus conflict.

· % 25.9 Turkey.

· % 15.5 Police, courts, accidents and disasters.

· % 5.8 Social and cultural activities.
	· % 47.5 Cyprus conflict.

· % 36.5 Turkey.

· % 8.5 Police, courts, accidents and disasters.

· % 4.7 Social and cultural activities.
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� Johan Galtung, Peace Professor and Director of the TRANSCEND Peace and Development Network. (www.transcend.org)


� Gatekeeping in the communication literature is conceived mainly as a selection process. The literature treats the gatekeeper in a similar way to Lewin’s concept where it is applied to both interpersonal and mass communication (Shoemaker, 1991; Shoemaker,Eichholz,Kim,& Wrigley, 2001) (cited in Barzilai-Nahon, 2007, p. 3).
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� According to Liberal Pluralist Approach in journalism, this approach accepts journalist as objective. Liberal approach believes that journalist reflect or act like a mirror of reality. In other words, in reporting events, journalist reports the facts as it is. 


� Turkish News-Agency is a state owned news agency. It established in 1973 in North Cyprus. 
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