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ABSTRACT

Basic aim of this study is to learn how the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus news-writing journalists report the conflict news and how much they obey the peace journalism rules. 

This study is descriptive. This study tries to analyze the situation of journalism nowadays and it also tries to develop and suggest some ideas about this profession. A questionnaire was applied in this study. In the questionnaire, there are 37 statements, 30 of them were test statements about peace journalism, and 7 were demographic statements that are: age, gender, organization, duty, experience, salary and education.

Conclusion of this study is TRNC news writing journalists were 76.6 percent agree with the peace journalism oriented statements in theoretically. Questionnaire results show that TRNC news writing journalists news values are peace oriented.

According to questionnaire the other results are: The old journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the young journalists. The female journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the male journalists. General directors are more peace journalism oriented than the other journalists. Experienced journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the inexperienced journalists. High-educated journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the low educated journalists.

ÖZET

Bu çalışmanın amacı Kuzey Kıbrıs Türk Cumhuriyeti’nde (KKTC) haberle içiçe olan gazetecilerin, çatışma haberlerini nasıl haber yaptığını ve ne kadar barış gazeteciliği normlarına uyduğunu öğrenmektir.

Bu çalışma betimseldir. Bu çalışma bugünkü gazetecilik durumunu analiz etmeye çalışmaktadır ve aynı zamanda bu mesleği geliştirmek için öneriler ve fikirler sunmaktadır. Bu çalışmada gazetecilere anket uygulanmıştır. Ankette 37 tane soru vardır. Bunlardan 30 tanesi barış gazeteciliği hakkındaki test sorusu ve 7 tanesi de demografi sorusudur: Yaş, cinsiyet, kurum, görev, tecrübe, maaş ve eğitim düzeyi.

Bu çalışma sonucunda KKTC medyasında haber yazan gazetecilerin yüzde 76,6’sı barış gazeteciliği odaklı sorulara olumlu yanıt vermiştir. Anket sonuçları gösteriyor ki KKTC haber medyası gazetecilerinin haber değeri barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır.

Anket sonucunda ortaya çıkan diğer sonuçlar ise: Yaşlı gazeteciler genç gazetecilere göre daha fazla barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır. Bayan gazeteciler erkeklere göre daha fazla barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır. Genel müdürler diğer gazetecilere göre daha fazla barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır. Tecrübeli gazeteciler tecrübesilere göre daha fazla barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır. Yüksek eğitimli gazeteciler düşük eğitimlilere göre daha fazla barış gazeteciliği yanlısıdır.
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1   INTRODUCTION

1.1 Problem

Conflicts live everywhere in the world and journalists report them. Situation in Cyprus is similar. We should investigate how the media reconcile the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot communities and how the media contribute to the peace process in Cyprus.

Cyprus was under the Turkish control for 307 years (from 1571 to 1878) and after 1878 the British controlled Cyprus. But in the early 1960’s Cyprus became an independent republic. 

Between 1955 and 1958 the small Greek Cypriot insurgent movement called EOKA, conducted an effective campaign targeting British citizens, institutions and property to achieve its goal for Enosis. Turkish Cypriot leaders had no desire to live under a Greek controlled government (Swan [1998]; p. 22).

That movement created a problem between the Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots and also between the outside countries Turkey and Greece. The Cyprus issue or Cyprus problem started during the British rule on the island and still continues today. Contemporarily, peace negotiations are still going on between the Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots. 

Peace in Cyprus means two communities who have a conflict between each other one day give up their political aims and put an end to the conflict. But this generally occurs between the states.

Peace journalists’ ideologies are to contribute something for peace, to contribute something for justice. And also every time they support the peace. Peace journalism is advocating for peace. 

This study investigates whether the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus news writing journalists are peace minded or conflict minded.

1.2 Purpose of the Study

Basic aim of this study is to learn the attitudes of working journalists about peace journalism by way of conducting a survey. 

1.3 Importance of the Study

This study is original in terms of investigating a new concept of journalism. Peace journalism argues that journalists must be active in solving the conflicts. It is, therefore, against the professional values of traditional journalism which requires the journalists to be detached and passive transmitters of information. With this study, we will try to help news writing journalists to statement themselves and their profession. It is fortunate that there are peace negotiations between Turkish and Greek Cypriot community leaders. We believe that the journalists in both communities can play important roles in bringing peaceful solution to the island. 

1.4 Research Statement and Hypothesis

In this study, we wanted do provide on answer to this statement: Are TRNC news writing journalists peace minded or conflict minded?


We also constructed one major and four minor hypotheses to test in this study.

Major hypothesis: “Most journalists in TRNC are peace minded.” 

The basic rationale for this hypothesis is that although journalists in the real world practice conflict oriented journalism, they ideally support peace oriented statements. 

Minor hypotheses: 

1- “Female journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the male journalists.” We believe that feminine values are better suited to the values of peace journalism.  

2- “Older journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the younger journalists.” We expect older journalists are to be more sensitive to peace oriented statements.

3- “Experienced journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the inexperienced journalists.” This hypothesis follows the preceding one. We believe that experienced journalists are more ready to accept ideal values than the inexperienced ones.

4- “High-educated journalists are more peace journalism oriented than the low educated journalists.” We expect that education makes a difference in terms of adopting peace journalism values.

In this study, we have constructed 30 statements from the 17 requirements of peace journalism. Some of the statements imply peace journalism, while others suggest conflict journalism. We expect that the journalists agree with the peace oriented statements and disagree with the conflict oriented ones. If the majority of the journalists agree with the peace oriented statements, and disagree with the conflict oriented statements, it means that they are ideologically peace oriented. The statements that we have constructed are as follows:

1- While reporting a conflict situation, a journalist should give place only to the conflicting sides on sight. (Conflict oriented).

2- A journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict. (Peace oriented).

 3- One of the main duties of a journalist is not to show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups. (Peace oriented).

4- In order make a news, a journalist should wait for a conflict and should play an active role during the conflict. (Conflict oriented).

5- The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory. (Conflict oriented).

6- While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone. (Conflict oriented).

7- A journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe. (Peace oriented).

8- It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future. (Conflict oriented).

9-  A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides. (Conflict oriented).

10- A journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other” (Peace oriented). 

11-A journalists’ duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group. (Conflict oriented).  

12- A journalist should avoid presenting ideas and claims as reality. Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom. (Peace oriented).

13- Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression. (Peace oriented).

14- During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious. (Conflict oriented).

15-
A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace. (Peace oriented).

16- While reporting, a journalist should privilege the peace attempts of his or her own country’s people or leaders, and should approach the “others” peace attempts with suspicion. (Conflict oriented).

17- A journalist should present how common/ordinary people are affected from conflicts, and should to represent the common/ordinary people’s expectations. (Peace oriented).

18- A journalist should avoid the use of differentiations such as “self/we and other” that can be used to justify violence. (Peace oriented).

19- While writing news, a journalist should depict the visible effects of violence. (Conflict oriented).

20- A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit. (Peace oriented).

21- A journalist should allow all the conflicting sides the right to speak. (Peace oriented).

22- A journalist should take the side of peace. (Peace oriented).

23- A journalist should transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people. (Conflict oriented).

24- Without making a distinction between “we/self” and “other”, a journalist should spell out the names of all those who have done evil. (Peace oriented).

25- A journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war. (Peace oriented).

26- A journalist should maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict. (Conflict oriented).

27- A journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war. (Peace oriented).

28- A journalist’s duty is not to reconcile the people within conflict areas, but to reflect the conflicts among the people. (Conflict oriented).

29- A journalist should only convey the act of violence and make the people live this horrifying situation. (Conflict oriented).

30- While conveying news on conflict, a journalist should also try and display the unseen effects of this conflict on the society. (Peace oriented).
1.5 Limitations

The activity of this study is on the “yellow card” holders and journalists who work full time in the news department of the media in the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus. 

The “yellow card” holders have been chosen in this study because they work full time in the newspapers, television stations or radios and they are more effective than the part time journalists. 

This study tries to acknowledge the peace journalism concept for the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus news media. The basic limitation of the study is that it is restricted only with a survey. As we all know, people may give ideal answers to the statements that they face. Therefore, we cannot make generalizations from the results about the real conditions of journalism. 

1.6 Definitions

TRNC: Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

ENOSIS: Greek Cypriot community to petition initially for more control over their political processes and administrative institutions and later to demand that Cyprus become a part or province of Greece.

BRTK: Bayrak Radio and Television Organization

TAK: Turkish News Agency of Cyprus

2 LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Historical and Geographical Background of the Island of Cyprus 

Due to its geographical location, Cyprus is important to European and Middle Eastern countries. Cyprus has a land area of 9,251 square miles and is strategically situated in the northeast corner of the Mediterranean at the meeting point of three continents; Europe, Asia and Africa (Swan [1998]; p. 22).

Cyprus was conquered by many civilizations such as Hittites, Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, Romans, Byzantines, Lusignans, Venetians and the Ottomans respectively (Ülgen [2001]; p. 4).

Cyprus was conquered by the Ottoman Empire in 1571 and the island remained under Ottoman domination until 4 June 1878. The Ottomans leased Cyprus to Britain. The purpose of this agreement was that the British government would protect the Ottoman Empire if an attack came from Russia in the future. 

Alasya [1987] said that, when Russia threatened the Ottoman Empire, the Ottomans requested support from Britain (Cited in Derleyen [2001]; p. 9).

This situation continued until the World War I. The British government annexed Cyprus in 5 November 1914. Turkey accepted this annexation in the Lozan conference. However Greek Cypriots started to struggle against British rule. Because it did not do anything to develop and improve Cyprus society. Turkish Cypriots did not participate in this struggle at the beginning, but when the British government started to take strict precautions and censorship increased, then the Turkish Cypriots started to raise their voices.

2.1.1 Background Information about the “Cyprus Issue”

The Cyprus Issue or Cyprus problem started during the British rule on the island and still continues today. 

When Greece won its independence in 18 October 1828, Cyprus remained outside of its territory. Pan-Hellenism supporters and Greek nationalists reached their goal when the island was densely populated by people of Greek and Ottoman Greek origin joined Greece. Greece sent England, France and Russia a diplomatic note in 18 October 1828. Greece for the first time officially put forward the ENOSIS idea in 1828 and they wanted Cyprus to join Greece.

The Greek Cypriot’s on one hand wanted to control the political and administrative institutions, on the other hand they demanded to get rid of the British rule and Turkish Cypriots so that they could unite Cyprus with Greece. When the Turkish Cypriots became aware of this situation, they started to resist.

Turkish Cypriots became increasingly isolated. Between 1955 and 1958 the small Greek Cypriot insurgent movement called EOKA, conducted an effective campaign targeting British citizens, institutions and property to achieve its goal for enosis. Turkish Cypriot leaders had no desire to live under a Greek controlled government and so countered the Enosis concept with another called Taksim, which envisioned partition of the island into Turkish and Greek Cypriot zones. A paramilitary organization called the TMT was then formed to defend and advance these interests (Swan [1998]; p. 22).

Clement Dodd [2001] stated that: “Unable to find a solution that would satisfy both communities, the British finally decided on a plan.  This was the Macmillan Plan, which envisaged to introduce representatives from both Turkey and Greece to work alongside a British Governor under British sovereignty. This was disastrous for Greece and the Greek Cypriots” (Cited in Gökçekuş [2001]; p. 331).

In 1959, Britain, Greece and Turkey developed the Zurich – London Accords and later in 1960, with Cypriot representation, concluded the Treaties of Alliance, Establishment and Guarantees, which formed the basis for the constitution of the Republic of Cyprus (Swan [1998]; p. 32).

According to Clement Dodd 2001] “The treaties that were intended to determine the future of Cyprus were signed in 1959, and included the signatures of Archbishop Makarios and Dr. Fazıl Küçük, representing their communities” (Cited in Gökçekuş [2001]; p. 332).

Samani [1999] stated that, in the early 1960's differences arose between the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots in the workings of the Constitution. The parliament was formed with a ratio of 70% Greek Cypriot and 30% Turkish Cypriot (Cited in Derleyen  [2001]; p. 9).

The life of the independent Republic of Cyprus was too short. ‘1963 Events’ started and Republic of Cyprus was destroyed. 30 November 1963, Makarios explained the main purpose of this agreement. According to Makarios, “Republic of Cyprus is a spring board to the ENOSIS” (Ülger and Efegil [2001]; p. 15). The Greek Cypriot underground terrorist organization started violence against the Turkish Cypriots on 21st December 1963.

Dodd [2001] said that:

From the end of 1963 until 1974 armed conflict continued. After the Greek Junta’s coup in Cyprus, Britain refused Bülent Ecevit’s request for joint action in Cyprus to restore the state of affairs as prescribed in the Treaty of Guarantees. Britain declined to become involved militarily, because she was not prepared to be involved in hostilities against Greece or Greek Cyprus (Cited in Gökçekuş [2001]; p. 336).

But Turkey intervened in 1974 and today Turkish Cypriots live in the northern part of Cyprus and Greek Cypriots in the south. 9 years later, Turkish Cypriots declared the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, TRNC, on November 15, 1983.

 When independence was declared, Britain introduced UN Security Council Resolution 542 which deplored the ‘purported secession’ part of the Republic of Cyprus and called upon all states not to recognize any Cypriot state other than the Republic of Cyprus (Cited in Gökçekuş [2001]; p. 337).

After declaration of independence, the TRNC began to insist on what had been implicit in its stance since 1983, namely the right to self-determination, and international recognition. Today, the Cyprus problem still maintains its importance for Europe and United States of America. On the other hand, negotiations are continuing between the two community leaders. 

2.2 History of the Turkish Cypriot Print Media

There are two ethnic communities on the island of Cyprus, Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot. Cyprus was under Ottoman rule between 1571 and 1878. During that rule, Ottoman Press Law was introduced to Cyprus news media.  According to this law, License to publish must be obtained from the state by anybody who wanted to establish a newspaper” (Azgın [1998]; p. 641). 

In 1890’s Greek Cypriot press was established but only its name was “PRESS”. Because Greek Cypriot made their own propaganda by the means of the news and they gave false information in their news. All the newspapers only gave the ENOSIS information and made propaganda about the British colonialism (Ünlü [1981]; p. 13).

Turkish Cypriot press was established as a reaction to the Greek Cypriot press's comments. The first Turkish newspaper, Zaman,  (Time) was established in 1891. The first issue of the paper was published on December 25, 1891. In this issue, Zaman explained its aims and duties as follows (Azgın [1998]; p. 642):

- To fight against English colonialism.

- To maintain the national consciousness and to continue reliance and trust on the motherland.

- To oppose the numerous Greek newspapers propagating the Greek view on the Cyprus statement.

- To resist the Enosis movement.

- To make known the Turkish Cypriot views to the world.

- To make sure that the Turkish language survives on the island of Cyprus.

- Development of the Turkish community. 

- To protect the rights of Turkish trade and workers.

- To be of help to the Turkish society socially, politically, ethically, and educationally.

- Not to protect self-interest, protect the Turkish interest on island.

- Not to have a grudge against anybody. Impartiality to everybody.

Actually, the history of the Turkish Cypriot mass media in a nut-shell is one of the reaction to the Enosis movement – and one of refuting the Greek views on the Cyprus statement (Azgın [1998]; p. 642).

While the events and problems were rapidly increasing in Cyprus, many Turkish Cypriots started to be interested in journalism in order to put forward their point of views (Ünlü [1981]; pp. 14-15). Therefore, due to this, there were too many newspapers in the Cyprus in those years. 

In 1930, the British colonial administration replaced the Ottoman Press Law. The British printing law contained too much censorship. For instance: “Journalists were not allowed to write about the contents of newspapers (Azgın [1998]; p. 648).

There are now nine daily Turkish newspapers on the island. The history of the Turkish Cypriot press is “struggle press “ or ” fighter journalism”. Today, there are many political newspapers. All political parties have newspapers to support the party line. 

2.3 Definition of the news

Print news is under debate today. It is becoming more commercial and it is trying to change people’s attitudes and values. News is the product of journalistic work. 

News helps people to make sense of public affairs and events. News is a historic reality.  It is a form of culture invented by a particular class at a particular point of history. News both forms and reflects a particular hunger for experience. 

Zillmann [2002] explain the news as such: 

News impacts many facets of our daily lives! How we dress for work, sometimes the route we take to work, what we plan to do this weekend, our general feelings of well-being or insecurity, the focus of our attention toward the world beyond immediate experience, and our concerns about the issues of the day all are influenced by the daily news. 

News is important in Cyprus due to the political problem of the island. Turkish society needs news to be aware of Cyprus issue and what happens in the world. Therefore news has become an important device for informing the society. 

John Fiske notes that 'News, of course, can never give a full, accurate objective picture of reality nor should it attempt to, for such an enterprise can only serve to increase its authority and decrease people's opportunity to "argue" with it, to negotiate with it. In a progressive democracy, news should stress its discursive constructedness, should nominate all its voices... and should open its text to invite more producerly reading relations' (Cited in Chandler). 

Roger Fowler explains the news in “Language in the news” studies [1991]:

News is a representation of the world in language; because language is a semiotic code, it imposes a structure of values, social and economic in origin, on whatever is represented; and so inevitably news, like every discourse, constructively patterns that of which it speaks. News is a representation in this sense of construction; it is not a value-free reflection of ‘facts’ (Fowler [1991]; p. 1).

2.3.1 News value
News values are very important in journalism. These news values determine what to select and what to reject as news. Each day journalists deal with the news in several important ways. First, they decide which news to cover and report and which to ignore. Next, all these available reports must be assessed. On the typical daily newspaper, over 75% of the potential news of the day is rejected out of hand and never transmitted to the readers. Johan Galtung and Mari Ruge [1981] provide a good framework for understanding the way in which “news” is selected.

1) Timeliness: News, by its very nature, is new.  This means that events, which have just taken place, have far more value than those, which occurred weeks or days ago.  

2) Frequency: Related to timeliness, frequency refers to the time-span taken by an event.  Murders, for example, take very little time to occur or to cover and their meaning is clear, while economic, social or cultural trends take longer to unfold and be made meaningful.  

3) Threshold: This refers to the size of an event, in relation to the news organization (i.e., local vs. national news).  A big story has a high threshold of drama and therefore added drama will keep it going.  An example is in war reporting, an already big news story, which will generate news which may not be directly related to the story.  

4) Unambiguity: This refers to the clarity of an event.  The news media seek “closure," stories with a limited range of possible meanings, which already fit a common narrative such as a clear identification of right and wrong, or good and bad, or with a beginning and an end.

5) Meaningfulness: This can include cultural proximity, and refers to events that are in keeping with the cultural background of news gatherers and the perceived audience. These are seen as more meaningful than events that relate to other less dominant cultures.  Events, which happen in the same region or country, or in other countries of similar cultural background, are covered more frequently than those occurring elsewhere. In foreign news, for example, this leads to a systemic exclusion of much news about developing worlds.

6) Consonance: This refers to the predictability of, or preference for, an event.  “If the media expect something to happen then it will” (Hartley [1982]; p. 77).  Sometimes this results in stories being filed about events where very little actually happened, or in stories focusing on what was expected at the expense of what may actually have emerged as the dominate theme.

7) Unexpectedness or novelty: News covers the unexpected and the unusual.  In the classic explanation, if a dog bites a man, this is a common experience and therefore does not warrant a news story.  However if a man bites a dog this is considered newsworthy since it is not common.  Thus news tends not to reflect day-to-day activities but to highlight the unusual or spectacular.

8) Recurring themes and continuity: Themes or stories, which have already been covered, will tend to continue to be covered by the media.  The media will also use stereotypes as “shortcuts” to social meaning or audience understanding, especially if the stereotypes fit a recurring theme in the story.

9) Composition: Related to the news narrative, this refers to the mixture of different kinds of stories.  For example, the news organization will alternate between foreign and domestic stories, or political and novelty stories to provide balance and variety to the newscast or coverage.

10) Personalization: According to this news value, individuals make news and history, not the institutions or organizations to which they belong or the structures within which they act.  Events are described in terms of the effects on individuals.  Political conflict is seen as debates between personalities, not policies. 

11) Human Interest: This is related to personalization and novelty, but refers specifically to “soft” stories about missing dogs being found or other “feel good” episodes in day-to-day life.  Often television newscasts will end with a human-interest story in order to soften the impact of the rest of the newscast.

12) Focus on elite personalities/nations: Celebrities, politicians, and major economic nations gain far more focus than the non-elites. Herbert Gans [1980] reviewed the American television networks CBS, NBC, and Newsweek and Time magazines and found that the news was dominated by known, prominent people, with officials accounting for three-quarters of all news sources.

13) Sensationalism: Crime, death, conflict and drama.  Studies have noted an over-emphasis on violence in the news (relative to the amount of violence in real life)—represented mostly in the coverage of violent crime.  Death resulting from violence is more likely to be covered than from disease.  British studies have noted that crime reporting has no relationship to the relative frequency of crime and the over-reported crimes in both TV and print news were murder, fraud, black mail and drug offences.  Other sensational stories such as political sex scandals or deviance (the violation of social norms) also gain more coverage.

14) Negativity: Related to sensationalism, unambiguity, frequency and consonance, this news value follows the saying that “bad news is good news."  News coverage focuses on conflict, harm and deviance. (Cited in Cross and Hackett, [2000])

Newsworthiness is a controversial issue. An event that seems extremely important to one person may be of little interest to another. There are events of which some audiences do not wish to be informed.

2. 4 Definition of peace

In the last century, with the rise of the social science and, particularly, since the explosion of the atom bomb, academics and researchers have also turned their attention to what lies behind war and peace (Roach [1993]).

The most prominent peace researcher, Johan Galtung makes it clear that “peace” as such:

Two concepts of peace should be distinguished: negative peace, defined as the absence of organized violence between such major groups as nations, but also between racial and ethnic groups because of the magnitude that can be reached by internal wars; and positive peace, defined as patterns of cooperation and integration between major human groups (cited in Roach [1993]; p. 2).

Alger’s remarks emphasize that peace must be seen not just as the absence of war, but also as the prevention of all structural and social inequalities. 

A second crossroads that peace studies must encompass is the intersection between negative and positive peace, that is, between peace in the sense of stopping the killing that results from direct violence – bombs and guns – and peace that prevents the loss of life and human capacity that occurs through structural violence, that is, through social structures that are responsible for death and incapacity… I believe that there is now broad agreement in peace studies that the opposite of peace is not war but peacelessness, that war is but one kind of peacelessness (Cited in Roach [1993]; p. 3).

Johan Galtung [1996] defines peace in his book “Peace by Peaceful Means”: “Peace is the absence/reduction of violence of all kinds. Peace is nonviolent and creative conflict transformation. Peace work is work to reduce violence by peaceful means. Peace studies is the study of the conditions of peace work. The first definition is violence-oriented; peace being its negation. To know about peace we have to know about violence. The second definition is conflict-oriented; peace is context for conflicts to unfold nonviolently and creatively. To know about peace we have to know about conflict and how conflicts can be transformed, both nonviolently and creatively” (Galtung [1996]; p. 9).

Another important peace researcher Carillo says that 'Peace is, what war is not' is an oversimplification. She continues:  "I think war begins in our minds, our environment, ourself".

According to Carillo, war starts in our minds with a thought such as, "If they are not me, they are against me." Eventually, this thought grows and drives our decisions; it becomes our culture. This culture is learned and transmitted throughout society and eventually causes physical war (Cited in Forner [What is Real Peace?]).
To work for peace is to work against violence; by analyzing its forms and causes, predicting in order to prevent, and then act preventively and curatively since peace relates to violence like health relates to illness (www.transcend.org).

2.5 Definition of conflict 

Conflict exists everywhere in the world. Cyprus is one of the examples of conflict areas. 

According to Peter du Toit [2000]: 

“Conflict exists in a relationship when two or more parties believe their aspirations cannot be achieved simultaneously, or perceive a divergence in their values, needs or interests and purposefully employ their power in an effort to eliminate, neutralize, or change each other to protect or further their interests in the interaction.”

Kai Frithjof Brand - Jacobsen [2001] comment that: “Conflicts exist at all levels, within and between individuals, communities, countries and cultures. Conflicts are natural. They are experienced by people of every background, culture, class, nationality, age, and gender every single day. What is important, is not whether conflicts themselves are good or bad, but how we wish to deal with them.”  

Conflict is likely to emerge in situations where:

* Resources are scarce

* Human needs are threatened

* Structural imbalances exist 

* Information is inaccurate

* There are poor interpersonal relations (du Toit [2000]).

According to Johan Galtung [1998]:

Conflict has its own life-cycle, almost like something organic. It appears, reaches an emotional, even violent climax, then tapers off, disappears – and often reappears. There is a logic behind this, since individuals and groups (such as nations and states) have goals: 

* Goals may be incompatible and mutually exclusive, like two states wanting the same land, or two nations wanting the same state; 

* When goals are incompatible, a contradiction, an issue, is born; the more basic the goal, such as basic needs and interests, the more any actor or party with unrealized goals feels frustrated; 

* Frustration may lead to aggression, turning inwards as attitudes of hatred, or outwards as behavior of verbal or physical violence;

* Hatred and violence may be directed towards those who hold the goals and stand in the way, but it is not always that "rational"; 

* Violence is intended to harm and hurt (including oneself) and may breed a spiral of counter-violence in the form of defense and/or revenge; 

This spiral of violence becomes a meta-conflict (like a cancerous metastasis), going beyond the goals of preserving and destroying (Galtung [1998]).


Another important tool for understanding conflicts, also developed by Johan Galtung, is the conflict triangle. The three points of the triangle are A (attitudes), B (behavior), and C (contradiction).


Attitudes refer to how parties to a conflict feel and think, how they perceive ‘the other’–with respect and love or contempt and hatred–, their own goals, and the conflict itself. Behavior refers to how parties to the conflict act in the conflict–seeking common interests and constructive, creative action or seeking to inflict loss and pain on ‘the other’. Contradiction refers to the actual issue(s), and what the conflict is about.  Perceptions of the contradiction or issues at the root of the conflict often differ between parties to the conflict (Brand-Jacobsen [2001]).

2.5.1 Outcomes of Conflict 

Outcomes of conflict depend on the expectations of the parties. For instance, imagine a table. There is an orange on the table and two children are trying to get the orange. The outcomes can be:
 a) One party prevails

The Rule of Man – the pair fight for the orange. 

The Rule of Law – adjudicate, on some principle (need, taste) 

The Rule of Chance – some random method, e.g. rolls a die to settle who wins the orange

Compensation – Broadening, deepening (child A gets the orange, child B something else)

b) Withdrawal

Walk away from the situation 

Destroy or give away the orange 

Just watch the orange 

Put it in the freezer 

 c) Compromise

Cut the orange

Squeeze the orange 

Peel the orange and divide the slices 

Any other division 

 d) Transcendence

Get one more orange 

Get more people to share the orange 

Bake an orange cake, raffle it and divide the proceeds 

Sow the seeds, make a plantation, and take over the market 

 Basic thesis is the more alternatives, the less likely the violence (Galtung [1998]).


According to Kai Frithjof Brand-Jacobsen: 

War culture, and war provoking responses to conflicts focus upon conflict the destroyer.  Conflicts are seen as a struggle between good versus evil, black and white, zero-sum, where the victory of one is based upon the defeat of the other, and one actor’s gain comes only at the expense of another actor’s loss.  What peace researchers, peace workers, and others have worked over several decades to promote, is an alternative culture, and an alternative approach to dealing with conflicts–one based upon conflict the creator, recognizing the positive, constructive, and creative opportunities available in any conflict situation (Brand-Jacobsen [2001]). 

Johan Galtung, creator of peace research as an academic discipline, Director of Transcend, a peace and development network for conflict transformation by peaceful means, and author of the United Nation’s historical first-ever manual on peaceful conflict transformation, has developed the ‘violence triangle’ pointing to the distinction between three separate types or forms of violence, all of which are closely inter-related (Brand-Jacobsen [2001]).

Direct violence, refers to physical acts of violence such as a man beating his wife, children fighting at school, or soldiers going to war.  One of the clearest and most obvious types of violence, beamed into our living rooms through the evening news and brought to us daily in many different forms, direct violence is itself only one possible form of violence.  In one of its most extreme forms, war, direct violence has resulted in the deaths of 40 million people since 1990, nearly equal to the total number of those killed in the Second World War. If we were to add to this the number of people killed in the world in the last decade through direct intra-personal (suicide) and direct inter-personal (murder, infanticide) violence, the number would be at least two or three times as high. Direct violence also includes such categories as abuse, rape, battery. 

Kai Frithjof Brand-Jacobsen [2001] continued in Peacebuilding, Peace Empowerment, and Peaceful Conflict Transformation article: 

The second corner of the violence triangle, structural violence, can often be far more difficult to recognize and understand.  This is the violence built into the very social, political, and economic systems which govern societies, states, and the world. Examples of structural violence are apartheid, patriarchy, slavery, colonialism, imperialism, the former state authoritarian regimes of Eastern Europe, and today’s global imperialism/capitalism.  

The third form (or aspect) of violence is cultural violence.  On one level, this can be taken to be those aspects of a culture, which legitimize or make violence seem an acceptable means of responding to conflict.  The ideas that violence is ‘normal’, ‘ok’ or even ‘macho’ are all expressions of cultural violence.  

On a deeper level, however, the concept of cultural violence is important in understanding how a community or individual views themselves in relation to themselves, to ‘others’, to their community, and the world, and how this may affect our responses to conflict.  Whether or not a nation or group believes itself to be ‘chosen’ (by God, History, Race, Nation, Civilization, Gender, or the Market), superior to ‘the other’, viewing the world as black vs. white, a struggle of good against evil, zero sum, with only one possible outcome, win/lose, will affect whether it chooses to respond violently or constructively when faced with conflict.  ‘Dehumanization’ of the other, making them seems somehow ‘less,’ ‘unworthy’, and ascribing to them entirely negative, self-serving, or even ‘evil’ motives are also components of cultural violence.

2.6 A Brief History of Peace Journalism
Johan Galtung, Peace Professor and Director of the TRANSCEND Peace and Development Network, first began using the term ‘Peace Journalism’ in the 1970s. Galtung noticed that a great deal of War Journalism was based on the same assumptions as Sports Journalism. There was a focus on ‘winning as the only thing’ in a zero-sum game of two parties (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 10).

As every journalist has an ideology, peace journalists have too – their ideologies are, to contribute something for peace, to contribute something for justice. And they also supports the peace. Peace journalism advocates the peace.

Galtung suggested that peace journalism would be more like health journalism. A good health correspondent would describe a patient’s battle against cancerous cells eating away at the body (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 10).

McGoldrick and Lynch [2000] defined peace journalism as a broader, fairer and more accurate way of framing stories, drawing on the insights of conflict analysis and transformation.

McGoldrick and Lynch [2000] claimed that the peace journalism approach provides a new road map tracing the connections between journalists, their sources, the stories they cover and the consequences of their reporting – the ethics of journalistic intervention (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 3).

There are plenty of alternative names:

New Journalism

Post-realist Journalism

Solutions Journalism

Empowerment Journalism

Conflict Analysis Journalism

Change Journalism

Holistic Journalism

Big Picture Journalism

Journalists As Mediators

Open Society Journalism

Development Journalism

Analytical Journalism

Reflective Journalism

Constructive Journalism (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 3).
McGoldrick and Jake Lynch [2000] argued that:

“…respect to one party, (even if you don’t like them and think they’re to blame) leads to bad and biased journalism. There are countless examples. Acknowledging the suffering of all sides is not a substitute for analyzing the conflict - it is essential to establishing the real formation or map of the conflict” (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 24).
The former British Ambassador to Indonesia, Sir Robin Christopher said that: "Journalist have to decide whether they are going to be part of the problem or part of the solution." Also peace journalists believe that journalists should be part of the solution. 

Peace journalism promotes the role of journalists as 'part of the solution'. Peace journalism aims to find ways to report on the invisible effects, such as the long-term legacies of conflict like psychological trauma or the likelihood that those affected may be violent in the future. It will try to discover the cause and process of conflict and the effort and initiatives from all sides to encourage peace building. To follow the peace journalism approach, journalists should avoid focusing entirely on what divides the parties involved or certain issues, and on the differences between what they say and want. In order to have a more positive influence on the situation, journalists could ask statements, which may reveal areas of common ground, for example, and lead their reports with suggestions of shared or even compatible goals (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; 24).

To teach peace- and conflict-journalism, it's essential to focus on the existence of propaganda strategies from the parties involved, avoid simplifying enemy images and suggest alternatives towards a broader, more analytical and history-oriented reporting (Ottosen [2000]).

As Jake Lynch defined that: 

Peace journalism looks at matters differently. It maps a conflict as a roundtable, consisting of many parties, many issues. A complex, interlocking pattern of fears, inequities and resentments which can only be overcome by seeking, devising, and implementing complex, interlocking solutions (Lynch [2000]).


L. Doğan Tılıç [2001] argued that in war period, media should be more careful about ‘disinformation’. According to Tılıç, war period is suitable to false and incorrect information.


Tılıç argues that journalists have to be against war and they must support peace. This is the most prominent universal journalism principle. As Tılıç said, “In war a condition exists forcing journalists to take sides. If their own country enters the war this is unavoidable. However, if journalists try to tell the truth in war period, they are branded as ‘traitor of motherland’” (Tılıç [2001]; p. 172).

2.6.1 What A Peace Journalist Would Try To Do
There are seventeen basic rules that a peace journalist should follow: 

1.  A peace journalist should avoid portraying a conflict as consisting of only 2 parties contesting one goal. If not, the logical outcome would be that one side is going to win and the other side is going to lose. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would disaggregate the two parties into many smaller groups, pursuing many goals, opening up more creative potential for a range of outcomes. 

 

2. A peace journalist should avoid accepting stark distinctions between ‘self’ and ‘other’. These distinctions can be used to build the sense that another party is a ‘threat’ or ‘beyond the pale’ of civilized behavior. Both of them are key justifications for violence. 

Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would seek the ‘other’ in the ‘self’ and vice versa. If a party is presenting itself as ‘the goodies’, ask statements about how different its behavior really is to that it ascribes to ‘the baddies’ – isn’t it ashamed of itself?   

 

3. A peace journalist should avoid treating a conflict as if it is only going on in the place and at the time that violence is occurring. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try to trace the links and consequences for people in other places now and in the future. 

 

4.  A peace journalist should avoid assessing the merits of a violent action or policy of violence in terms of its visible effects only. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try to find ways of reporting on the invisible effects, e.g. the long-term consequences of psychological damage and trauma, perhaps increasing the likelihood that those affected will be violent in future, either against other people or, as a group, against other groups or other countries.

 

5. A peace journalist should avoid letting parties define themselves by simply quoting their leaders’ restatement of familiar demands or positions. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would enquire deeper into goals: 

· How are people on the ground affected by the conflict in everyday life? 

· What do they want changed? 

· Is the position stated by their leaders the only way or the best way to achieve the changes they want?

· This may help to empower parties to articulate their goals and make creative outcomes more likely. 

 

6. A peace journalist should avoid concentrating always on what divides the parties, the differences between what they say they want. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try asking statements which may reveal areas of common ground and leading your report with answers which suggest some goals maybe shared or at least compatible, after all.

 

7. A peace journalist should avoid only reporting the violent acts and describing ‘the horror’. If you exclude everything else, you suggest that the only explanation for violence is previous violence (revenge); the only remedy, more violence (coercion/punishment). Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would show how people have been blocked and frustrated or deprived in everyday life as a way of explaining the violence.

 

8. A peace journalist should avoid blaming someone for ‘starting it’. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try looking at how shared problems and issues are leading to consequences, which all the parties say they never intended.

 

9. A peace journalist should avoid focusing exclusively on the suffering, fears and grievances of only one party. This divides the parties into “villains” and “victims” and suggests that coercing or punishing the villains represents a solution. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would treat as equally newsworthy the suffering, fears and grievance of all sides.

 

10. A peace journalist should avoid ‘victimizing’ language like “destitute”; “devastated”; “defenseless”; “pathetic”; “tragedy” which only tells us what has been done to and could be done for a group of people. This disempowers them and limits the options for change. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would report on what has been done and could be done by the people. Don’t just ask them how they feel, also ask them how they are coping and what do they think? Can they suggest any solutions? 

 

11. A peace journalist should avoid imprecise use of emotive words to describe what has happened to people. 

· “Genocide” literally means the wiping-out of an entire people – in UN terminology today, the killing of more than half a million people.

·  “Tragedy” is a form of drama, originally Greek, in which someone’s fault or weakness ultimately proves his or her undoing.

·  “Assassination” is the murder of a head of state.

· “Massacre” – the deliberate killing of people known to be unarmed and defenceless. Are we sure? Or might these people have died in battle?

·  “Systematic” raping, or forcing people from their homes. Has it really been organized in a deliberate pattern or have there been a number of unrelated, albeit extremely nasty incidents?

Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would always be precise about what we know. Do not minimize suffering but reserve the strongest language for the gravest situations or you will beggar the language and help to justify disproportionate responses, which escalate the violence.

 

12. A peace journalist should avoid demonizing adjectives like “vicious”, “cruel”, “brutal”, and “barbaric”. These always describe one party’s view of what another party has done. To use them puts the journalist on that side and helps to justify an escalation of violence. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would report what you know about the wrongdoing and give as much information as you can about the reliability of other people’s reports or descriptions of it. 

 

13. A peace journalist should avoid demonizing labels like “terrorist”; “extremist”; “fanatic” or “fundamentalist”. These are always given by “us” to “them”. No one ever uses them to describe himself or herself and so for a journalist to use them is always to take sides. They mean the person is unreasonable so it seems to make less sense to reason (negotiate) with them. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try calling people by the names they give themselves. Or be more precise in your descriptions.

 

14. A peace journalist should avoid focusing exclusively on the human rights abuses, misdemeanors and wrongdoings of only one side. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try to name all wrongdoers and treat equally seriously allegations made by all sides in a conflict. Treating seriously does not mean taking at face value, but instead making equal efforts to establish whether any evidence exists to back them up, treating the victims with equal respect and the chances of finding and punishing the wrongdoers as being of equal importance.

 

15. A peace journalist should avoid making an opinion or claim seem like an established fact. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would tell your readers or your audience who said what. That way you avoid signing yourself and your news service up to the allegations made by one party in the conflict against another. 

 

16. A peace journalist should avoid greeting the signing of documents by leaders, which bring about military victory or ceasefire, as necessarily creating peace. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would try to report on the issues which remain and which may still lead people to commit further acts of violence in the future. Ask - what is being done to strengthen means on the ground to handle and resolve conflict non-violently, to address development or structural needs in the society and to create a culture of peace?

 

17. A peace journalist should avoid waiting for leaders on ‘our’ side to suggest or offer solutions. Instead of doing this, a peace journalist would pick up and explore peace initiatives wherever they come from. Ask statements to ministers, for example, about ideas put forward by grassroots organizations. Assess peace perspectives against what you know about the issues the parties are really trying to address, do not simply ignore them because they do not coincide with established positions (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; pp. 11-12-13-14).

2.6.2 The Peace Journalism Option

Johan Galtung [1998] recommended that peace journalists should do the followings when writing stories:

1. Call people and groups by the names they give themselves

2. Ask members of the public "What do you think?” not “How do you feel?”

3. Seek points where legitimate and deviant agendas overlap

4. Seek out points where the deviant action eludes official structures and discourses intended to patrol boundaries

5. Invite activists to consider the process by which real change might realistically result from their actions

6. For the "other" look in the "self"

7. Who is the “self” anyway? Flesh out the sense of identity by constructing it from

    many perspectives, not limited to politicians or military/strategic experts. 

8. Take standards routinely applied to the “other” and turn them on the “self”.

9. Compare logic in the situation at hand and in other similar situations.

10.  Illustrate how to take action to address abuses and recognize ethical policies  with everyday investment and purchasing decisions.

A journalist following traditional journalistic values says that “Peace is not in my job description, I just report the facts.” On the other hand, a journalist following the values of peace journalism acts on this maxim: ”There is no ‘just the facts’ – Peace journalism is about taking responsibility for the consequences of our reporting.” 

 


The history of conflict coverage is replete with examples of journalists being manipulated because they believed they were ‘just reporting the facts’. Peace journalism, by setting down this burden, leads us to apply an equal scrutiny to all sides: ‘who wants me to believe this and why?’ (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 26).

Galtung, director of the international TRANSCEND network of invited scholars and practitioners for peace and development, diagnoses traditional reporting of conflicts as a condition he calls ‘war journalism’ (Lynch [2001]; p. 5). He defined peace journalism as:

Sometimes one side wins, sometimes the other.  It is like a game, even like a sports game.  Fair play means to give either side a fair chance, not interfering with the ways of nature where the stronger eventually wins.  The task of journalism is to report this struggle objectively, hoping that our side, the body, wins. That kind of journalism would be disease-oriented, and the journalist could refer to himself as a disease journalist or correspondent.  

There is also a clear tradition of health journalism but there is not yet a corresponding tradition of “peace journalism” whereas “war and violence journalism” seem to be in good standing.  But exactly what could be the content of that concept, peace journalism?



Majid Tehranian put down ten commandments of peace journalism in a paper he presented at an international conference:

1. Never reduce the parties in human conflicts to two. Remember that when two

    elephants fight, the grass gets hurt. Pay attention to the poor grass.

2. Identify the views and interests of all parties to human conflicts. There is no single

    Truth; there are many truths.

3. Don't be hostage to one source, particularly those of governments that control

    sources of information.

4. Develop a good sense of skepticism. Remember that reporting is representation. Bias

     is endemic to human conditions. You, your media organization, and your sources are

    not exceptions.

5. Give voice to the oppressed and peacemakers to represent and empower them.

6. Seek peaceful solutions to conflict problems, but never fall prey to panaceas.

7. Your representation of conflict problems can become part of the problem if it

    exacerbates dualisms and hatreds.

8. Your representation of conflict problems can become part of the solution if it

    employs the creative tensions in any human conflict to seek common ground

    and nonviolent solutions.

9. Always exercise the professional media ethics of accuracy, veracity, fairness,

    and respect for human rights and dignity.

10. Transcend your own ethnic, national, or ideological biases to see and represent

      the parties to human conflicts fairly and accurately (Tehranian [2002]; pp. 80-81).

2.7 Peace Journalism vs. War Journalism

Media institutions have war correspondents but not yet peace correspondents. In ‘War Journalism’, privileged perspectives are camouflaged as facts, using phrases, which have become classics of journalists: ‘said to be’; ‘thought to be’; ‘it’s being seen as’ (Lynch [2001]; p. 6).


In 1997, Conflict and Peace Journalism Center prepared a publication, “The Peace Journalism Option” in the UK. According to Peace Journalism Option:


… too much journalism swallows the whole and the unexamined agenda of elites in the form of official information sources. When war is on the agenda the illusion of objectivity can be a cloak for war mongering. This form of 'war journalism' demonizes the enemy and patronizes the victims. It conceals or ignores peace initiatives. Martin Bell's Journalism of Attachment is only half a solution. However human-interest stories can easily detract from proper analysis. Peace journalism consciously adopts an agenda for peace believing it to be the only genuine alternative to an -- unacknowledged or otherwise – agenda for war. It maps the pre-violence conflict, identifying many parties and more causes, thereby opening up unexpected paths towards dialogue and peace making. Peace journalism humanizes all sides of the conflict and is prepared to document both deceit and suffering as well as peace initiatives from all parties. 


Professor Johan Galtung, in his book Global Glasnost [1992] contructed a model. According to this model, stories about elite people in elite countries, which deal with negative events in individuals' lives, are newsworthy. Stories, which deal with structural change, especially if positive, which concern non-elite people in non-elite countries, are not newsworthy. And this is a part of the wider unacknowledged orientation of the supposedly objective journalism, which predominates in Western media. (Cited in Peace Journalism Option [1997]).


Among the elements which seem unacknowledged into the mindset of war journalism from official sources is a general zero-sum analysis. Peace is defined as victory plus ceasefire. It does not allow for the possibility that a violent outcome may leave a conflict unresolved, to recur in the future - clearly a mistake in reporting the end of the Gulf War in 1991 (Peace Journalism Option [1997]).


According to Peace Journalism Option [1997], war journalism tends to focus on violence as its own cause and is disinclined to delve into the deep structural origins of the conflict. After an episode of violence, war journalism concentrates on visible effects - those killed or wounded, or visible material damage, not damage to psychology, structure and culture. For example - when the Peruvian authorities deployed troops to lift the siege of the Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima, killing all the terrorists inside, it was greeted by many reporters as resolving the conflict.


The most important mistake of war journalism is to reduce the number of parties into two. Therefore, anyone who is not my friend is automatically my enemy. According to the Peace Journalism Option:

Throughout the weapons inspection crisis Washington was seeking to establish that Saddam Hussein had confronted the international community as a whole. At least until the divisions in the UN security council became too obvious to ignore, this was accepted uncritically by the British and American media. Even after this, French opposition to the use of military strikes, for example, was described as "foot-dragging" (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 17).

War journalism requires clear winners and losers. Here, the sports archetype, where winning is the only thing, is most evident. It ignores or conceals peace initiatives from the other side or third parties, particularly any option for a non-violent outcome, which does not give, total victory to "our" side (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p.18).


However, peace journalism maps the conflict, identifies the parties and analyzes their goals, and treats the information they supply in the light of their specific agenda. The first task of peace journalism, therefore, must be to map the conflict, identifying all the parties and their goals. In place of the supposedly objective reporting of facts, it must discuss the process by which some facts are selected, and others suppressed, by competing information sources (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 20).


Robert Karl Manoff, Director of the Centre for War, Peace and the News Media at New York University, argues that once it is established that journalism cannot be objective, it assumes an extra responsibility: "With this in mind, and for real politic, humanitarian and moral reasons, we cannot avoid asking ourselves what more can be done in the common interest to reduce and prevent such conflict (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 20).


In resisting the notion that the number of parties to a conflict is reducible to two, peace journalism must seek out different voices and articulate the range of interests in any given situation. Herein lies the antidote to the demonisation/ humanization polarity of war journalism (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 20).


It is argued in the Peace Journalism Option [1997] that, peace journalists must seek out truths even when inconvenient to official information sources or the conventional analysis; they must also be ready to expose untruths on all sides.


Galtung argued that peace journalists should "give voice to the voiceless" and, by illustrating the nature of people's problems and concerns should foster a realization that people are the true peacemakers, not elites or their treaties or institutions. War journalism did not dwell on the provenance of the story - a mistake, as it turned out, that peace journalism would not commit (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 23).


Johan Galtung states that: 

The underlying reporting model, often very visible, is that of a military command: who advances, who capitulates short of their goals; counting the losses in terms of nos. killed, wounded, and material damage.  The zero-sum perspective draws upon sports reporting where “winning is not everything, it is the only thing”.  The same perspective is applied to negotiations as verbal battles: who outsmarts the other, who gets the other to say yes; who comes out closest to his original position.  War journalism has sports journalism, and court journalism! as models (Galtung [Transcend: A Peace and Development Network]).

Galtung developed a scheme for Peace/Conflict Journalism [1998]: 

	PEACE/CONFLICT JOURNALISM
	WAR/VIOLENCE JOURNALISM

	 

 I.    PEACE/CONFLICT-ORIENTATED

 

Explore conflict formation, x parties, y goals, z issues. General “win, win” orientation.

 

Open space, open time; causes and outcomes anywhere, also in history/culture.

Making conflicts transparent.

 

Giving voice to all parties; empathy, understanding.

See conflict/war as problem, focus on conflict creativity.

 

Humanization of all sides; more so the worse the weapons.

 

Proactive: prevention before any violence/war occurs.

 

Focus on invisible effects of violence. (trauma and glory, damage to structure/culture)
	 

I.    WAR/VIOLENCE ORIENTATED

 

Focus on conflict arena, 2 parties, 1 goal (win), war general zero-sum orientation.

 

Closed space, closed time; causes and exits in arena, who threw the first stone.

 

Making wars opaque/secret

 

“Us-them” journalism, propaganda, voice, for “us”.

 See “them” as the problem, focus on who prevails in war.

 

Dehumanization of “them”; more so the worse the weapon.

 

Reactive: waiting for violence before reporting.

 

Focus only on visible effect of violence. (killed, wounded and material damage)

	 

II. TRUTH-ORIENTATED

 

Expose untruths on all sides / uncover all cover-ups.
	 

II. PROPAGANDA-ORIENTATED

 

Expose “their” untruths / help “our” cover-ups/lies.

 

	III. PEOPLE-ORIENTATED

 

Focus on suffering all over; on women, aged children, giving voice to voiceless.

 

Give name to all evil-doers.

 

Focus on people peace-makers.
	III. ELITE ORIENTATED

 

Focus on “our” suffering; on able-bodied elite males, being their mouth-piece.

 

Give name to their evil-doers.

 

Focus on elite peace-makers.


Table 2.1 Professor Johan Galtung developed a scheme for

Peace Journalism continue.

	 IV. SOLUTION ORIENTATED

 

Peace = non-violence + creativity.

 

Highlight peace initiatives, also to prevent more war.

 

Focus on structure, culture, the peaceful society.

 

Aftermath: resolution, reconstruction, reconciliation.
	 IV. VICTORY ORIENTATED

 

Peace = victory + ceasefire.

 

Conceal peace-initiative, before victory is at hand.

 

Focus on treaty, institution, the controlled society.

 

Leaving for another war, return if the old flares up again. 


Table 2.1 Professor Johan Galtung developed a scheme for Peace Journalism.


Peace journalism depends on analyzing the political agenda of people from outside elites or official information sources, and creating a framework of understanding in which the connection between their action, and prospects for change resulting from it, can be assessed (The Peace Journalism Option [1997]; p. 31).

Galtung states that: the war focus in war journalism will polarize and escalate, calling for hatred and more violence to avenge and stop “them”.  This is in line with a neo-fascist theory of war termination: let them fight and kill each other till they get “ready for the table”. The broader category is “peace enforcement”, peace by warlike means.  For some it matters that peace comes about “the old way”, forcing the other party to submit to one’s own will and superior force, saving own status in the world hierarchy, the status of the war machine, and the status of war itself as an institution (and war journalism as a form of journalism).  The old content may dress up in new clothes still for some time (Galtung [Transcend: A Peace and Development Network]).

 


Galtung continued: 

Peace journalism tries to depolarize by showing the black and white of all sides, and to de-escalate by highlighting peace and conflict resolution as much as violence.  How successful has to be seen.  But changing the discourse within which something is thought, spoken of and acted upon is a very powerful approach Peace journalism stands for truth as opposed to propaganda and lies, “truthful journalism” being, as mentioned, one aspect in peace journalism.  It is not “investigative journalism” in the sense of only uncovering lies on “our” side.  The truth aspect in peace journalism holds for all sides, just like exploration of the conflict formation and giving voice (glasnost) to all.

 

For Galtung “peace journalism” gives a more realistic image of what goes on in the world.  What is described as “war journalism” reflects the warrior logic of a world of states pitted against each other, with international conflict and war being matters of the states and the statesmen, not to be touched by the common folds. Peace journalism starts with a major handicap: while violence is obviously negative, peace is positive hence boring, trivial, not to be reported (Galtung [Transcend: A Peace and Development Network]).

In summary, peace journalism is opposed to what is seen as war journalism (Galtung [The Peace Journalism Option]).

2.8 Traditional Journalism (Conventional Journalism) vs. Peace Journalism

“The classic journalist’s portrayal of conflict is as a titanic tug-of-war, a zero sum game between two parties, played out along a single axis and consisting entirely of violent exchanges … any inch gained by one side can only be the same inch lost by the other” (Lynch [2000]).


Peter du Toit in his book Reporting for Peace Book I, [2000] argued that: 

We are not talking about “sunshine journalism” which avoids asking the difficult statements, instead we are talking about a journalism that is orientated towards understanding conflict; a journalism that is conscious of our ability to promoting peace (Toit [2000]; p. 52).

Liz Fawcett [2002] compares traditional or conflict journalism with peace journalism in article called “Why Peace Journalism Isn’t News“:

At an international gathering of journalists and academics, he characterized the reporting of conflict as reactive and conducted along “us–them”, “win–lose” lines. This mode of journalism saw peace as something that could be achieved only through victory and/or a cease-fire. By contrast, the model of peace journalism, which he proposed, was proactive; “win–win” oriented and saw peace as being realized through non-violence and creativity. While the traditional mode of conflict journalism focused on the visible effects of violence and on tangible outcomes and institutions, peace journalism adopted a more analytical approach, examining the role of social structures and cultures. 

Dr. Lesley Fordred developed a table to compare old and new media order.

	From old
	To new

	Role

Watchdog

Commentator

Independent of issues covered

Spectator/observer
	 

Enabler

Communicator

Independent yet interdependent

“in the boat”

	Style/Stories

Debate

Difference

Polemic
	 

Dialogue

Common ground and difference

Discussion

	Approach to journalism

Seeks simplicity 

Reactive to violent events

 

Event-based reporting

“I am objective”

Balance = cover both sides equally (quantity)
	 

Explores complexity

Strategy to understand/uncover the conflict

Process-based reporting

“I am fair”

Balance = represent both sides stories and perceptions (quality)

	Approach to audiences

Bodily damage/gore increases circulation

 

Newsroom sets agenda

Leaders/experts know best

Right to know

 

“This is the way journalism is done”
	 

Public participation in problem solving builds audiences/readership

Public has role in setting a agenda

Ordinary people need to be consulted

Right to participate in democratic processes

Exploratory and flexible; rooted in values


 


Table 2.2 by Dr. Lesley Fordred, Department of Anthropology, University of Cape Town, South Africa.

2.9 Obstacles of Peace Journalism
Today, traditional media claim that “they just report the facts”. But these are the problems or obstacles for peace journalism. McGoldrick and Lynch argued in “Peace Journalism: How To Do It?”: 

There is a well-established belief, especially in English-speaking countries in the West, that journalists can adopt a third position: “we just report the facts”. The problem with this has become steadily more obvious in a media-savvy world. Many people know how to create facts for journalists to report. Most governments think of their actions and statements as part of a ‘media strategy’, which cannot be separated from the business of running their country’s affairs (McGoldrick and Lynch [2000]; p. 8).

Another important obstacle for peace journalism is media propaganda. In war period, media play an important role. In that period, “misinformation” increases in the media. Rune Ottosen [2000] argued that: 

To teach alternative techniques in the arena of peace and conflict journalism one has to acknowledge the existence of media- and propaganda-strategies in all modern conflicts. This is essential because according to conventional wisdom in liberal press circles, propaganda has no place in Western democracies but is rather confined to totalitarian regimes. I will argue that propaganda is present in our daily media picture. Present propaganda strategists have integrated experiences from modern public relations and opinion research. An essential element in a counter-propaganda strategy is to develop techniques to avoid the propaganda-trap (Ottosen [2000]; p. 1).

Media manipulation is another important problem for the peace journalism. Rune Ottosen [2000] explains the media manipulation as such: “Throughout conflicts like the war between Argentina and Great Britain in the Falklands, the US invasions in Grenada and Panama, The Gulf War and not to speak of the Russian warfare in Chechenya, we have seen the development of increasingly efficient media-management techniques used by the military establishment with the purpose to control and manipulate the media.” 

Ottosen [2000] continued, certain elements in a military strategy towards the media can be summarized like this:

Limit the physical access of the journalists to the battlefield. Establish a pool and then deny journalists outside the pool access to military sources. Harass journalists outside the pools who try to get access to the scene of the battle. Control and manage the persons who are subject to interviews. Punish military personnel who comment critically on events outside the pool system. Censor reports, footage and film within the pool system. Punish journalists who engage in critical reporting. Withhold information that can place your own soldiers in a bad light (Ottosen [2000]; pp. 4-5).

Media show that the war reporters are heroes, good, inordinately proud people, however it does not show consideration and respect to the peace reporters. According to Tom Nusbaumer, "War And Peace" editor in Media Channel, peace journalism insists that the techniques and intentions of war coverage must change in the coming century, and change radically. This theory of reportage denies the two-party, tug-of-war model of violent conflict and looks deeper into the complexities of the differing interests, and even shared goals, of the combatants. Peace journalism reports not merely the causes of conflict but also explores possible solutions; it under grids covering conflict with the goal of ending wars.

For Tılıç [2001] media should never be a tool for the terror, violence and war propaganda in broadcasting. These are just the opposite of universal journalism principles (Tılıç [2001]; p. 9).

3   RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

This study is descriptive. It tries to analyze the situation of journalism nowadays and it also tries to develop and suggest some ideas about this profession. A questionnaire was applied in this study. In the questionnaire, there were 37 statements, 30 of them were statements about peace journalism, and 7 were demographic statements: age, gender, organization, duty, experience, salary and education.


The statements were constructed according to the seventeen principles of peace journalism. If journalists agree with peace oriented statements and disagree with conflict oriented statements, this means that the journalists are at least theoretically peace minded.

In chapter 4, Survey of Turkish Cypriot Journalists: Values Towards Peace Journalism, we evaluate the findings for each statement.

Questionnaire was applied to 86 journalists in TRNC. Study was limited to the  journalists who are directly related with the news, who have yellow cards and who work full time in the media.

3.2 Population

The sample for this study was consisted of eighty six (86) journalists. They were chosen from the news media in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. We tried to select the yellow press card holders because they work full time in the media.

We tried to reach all yellow card holder and full time journalists. However, we had some difficulty in finding all eligible journalists. 

 We selected the journalists from Bayrak Radio and Television Organization, Turkish News Agency of Cyprus, Kıbrıs Media Center, Halkınsesi, Ortam, Yeniçizgi, Vatan, Afrika, Volkan-Akdeniz, Yenidüzen, Birlik and Genç TV. 

3.3 Instruments

A questionnaire was used as the base of this thesis. This study tries to measure that how the news writing journalists in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus approach peace journalism. To test this, 30 statements were prepared, some of the were peace oriented, and others were conflict oriented. We also prepared demographic related statements to make comparisons, and to test the hypotheses.

3.4 Data Gathering Procedures

We have conducted a literature review to find out basic criteria for peace journalism. When we finished the peace journalism literature review, we started to prepare the questionnaire. When we finished designing of the questionnaire, we applied it to the students. Students were selected according to the courses they took. We made the pilot test on the students who took the news-writing course in Faculty of Communication and Media Studies at the Eastern Mediterranean University. We prepared this pilot study to find out whether the respondents had any difficulty in understanding the statements.

When we finished it, we saw that some of the statements were misunderstood or not understood very well. Then we redesigned the questionnaire. Finally we applied it to the news-writing journalists in the TRNC. Then we evaluated the data by using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) program.

3.5 Analysis of Data

For 30 statements we constructed frequency tables and and run cross-tabulations. These cross-tabulations were done to see the relationship between the seven independent variables and thirty statements. The analysis and findings are given in chapter 4.

4 SURVEY OF TURKISH CYPRIOT JOURNALISTS: VALUES TOWARDS PEACE JOURNALISM

4.0 Presentation

In order to find out the journalistic values of Turkish Cypriot journalists about peace journalism, a questionnaire was designed according to seventeen principles of peace journalism, and then applied.


In the following pages, we will evaluate the findings for each statement.
4.1 Findings and Interpretations

Statement 1: While reporting a conflict situation, a journalist should give place only to the conflicting sides on sight.
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Table 4.1 distributions of answers to statement one.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (76.8%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, the journalist should avoid portraying a conflict as consisting of only two parties trying to reach one goal. Because, the logical outcome is going to be that when one party wins, the other will loose. 
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Table 4.1.1 distribution of answers by age to statement one.

Table 4.1.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, the younger ones are more peace orientated then the older ones. For instance, while 27 percent of journalists over 46 years old agree with this statement, only 8 percent of journalists under 25 years old are in the same opinion.
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Table 4.1.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement one.

Table 4.1.2 tell us that gender also does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that female journalists (13%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (28%). 
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Table 4.1.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement one.

Table 4.1.3 is about duty. There is also no statistically significant difference. However, there is a slight difference between reporters and editors.
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Table 4.1.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement one.

Table 4.1.4 is about experience. There is no statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.1.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement one.

Table 4.1.5 tell us that educational level also does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. Journalists disagree with “a journalist should give only to the conflicting sides on sight” statement.

Statement 2: A journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict.
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Table 4.2 distributions of answers to statement two.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (82.6%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, the journalist should be open space, open time to the both sides.

Because, journalist should think that causes and outcomes anywhere and also they are making conflicts transparent in the history and culture.
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                Table 4.2.1 distribution of answers by age to statement two.

Table 4.2.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference. Journalists agree with this statement.
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Table 4.2.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement two.

Table 4.2.2 tell us that gender also does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that female journalists (87.5%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (79.6%).
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Table 4.2.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement two.

Table 4.2.3 is about duty. There is also no statistically significant difference. However, there is a slight difference between editors (100%) and general directors (%60).
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Table 4.2.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement two.

Table 4.2.4 tell us that experience also does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, journalists 16-20 years experienced 100 percent agree with “A journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict” statement.
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Table 4.2.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement two.

Table 4.2.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, master graduate journalists 100 percent agree with this statement.

Statement 3: One of the main duties of a journalist is not to show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups.
[image: image23.wmf]14

16,3

47

54,7

3

3,5

18

20,9

4

4,7

86

100,0

strongly agree

agree

Notr (no opinion)

disagree

strongly disagree

Total

Frequency

Percent


Table 4.3 distributions of answers to statement three.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (71%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, a journalist should avoid portraying a conflict as consisting of only 2 parties contesting one goal because, the logical outcome is for one to win and the other to lose. Instead, a peace journalist would disaggregate the two parties into many smaller groups, pursuing many goals, opening up more creative potential for a range of outcomes.
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Table 4.3.1 distribution of answers by age to statement three.

Table 4.3.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, 53.8 percent of the journalists 25 and under years old disagree with this statement.
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Table 4.3.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement three.

Table 4.3.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that male journalists (75.9%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (62.5%).
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Table 4.3.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement three.

Table 4.3.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, 100 percent of news editor journalists agree with “One of the main duties of a journalist is not to show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups” statement. 
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Table 4.3.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement three.

Table 4.3.4 is about experience. There is a slight difference in experience. 100 percent of journalists 16-20 years experienced agree with this statement. However
60 percent of young journalists agree with this statement. Only 55.5 percent of old journalists agree with this statement.
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Table 4.3.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement three.

Table 4.3.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, 86.7 percent of high school and under graduated journalists agree with this statement.

Statement 4: In order make a news, a journalist should wait for a conflict and should play an active role during the conflict.
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Table 4.4 distributions of answers to statement four.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (79.1%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not wait for violence before reporting. That means journalist should be active before the conflict situation.
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Table 4.4.1 distribution of answers by age to statement four.

Table 4.4.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, 100 percent of journalists over 46 years old disagree with this statement.
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Table 4.4.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement four.

Table 4.4.2 show that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that male journalists (81.5%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (75%).
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Table 4.4.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement four.

Table 4.4.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. 100 percent of journalists editors, news editors and general directors disagree with “In order make a news, a journalist should wait for a conflict and should play an active role during the conflict” statement.
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Table 4.4.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement four.

Table 4.4.4 is about experience. 100 percent of journalists 16-20 and over 21 years experienced disagree with this statement. And also table 4.4.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.4.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement four.

Table 4.4.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 5: The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory.
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Table 4.5 distributions of answers to statement five.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (71%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not explain the “peace is equal to victory and ceasefire”. And they should not hide peace-initiative, before victory is at hand. Journalist is not to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory.

[image: image46.wmf]Crosstab

1

1

4

7

13

7,7%

7,7%

30,8%

53,8%

100,0%

3

3

4

16

11

37

8,1%

8,1%

10,8%

43,2%

29,7%

100,0%

2

4

1

9

5

21

9,5%

19,0%

4,8%

42,9%

23,8%

100,0%

1

4

1

7

2

15

6,7%

26,7%

6,7%

46,7%

13,3%

100,0%

7

11

7

36

25

86

8,1%

12,8%

8,1%

41,9%

29,1%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

25 and under

26-35

36-45

46 and above

Q31AGE

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q5W

Total


[image: image47.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

10,668

12

,558

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.5.1 distribution of answers by age to statement five.

Table 4.5.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, the younger ones are more peace oriented than the older ones. For instance, 60 percent of journalists over 46 years old disagree with this statement however 84.6 percent of journalists under 25 years old are in the same opinion.
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Table 4.5.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement five.

Table 4.5.2 tell us that gender does make a difference in terms of chi-square values. We can say that female journalists (84.4%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (63%).
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Table 4.5.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement five.

Table 4.5.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, 80 percent of general director disagree with “The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory” statement, only 63.2 percent of Other (Editor in Chief) are in the same opinion.
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Table 4.5.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement five.

Table 4.5.4 tell us that experience does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.5.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement five.

Table 4.5.5 shows that educational does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, 100 percent of master graduated journalists disagree with “The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory” statement. 53.3 percent of high school and under graduated journalists are in the same opinion. When the educational level decreases, the “disagreeing answers” are decreasing at the same time.

Statement 6: While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone.
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Table 4.6 distributions of answers to statement six.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. However, the survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (82.6%) agrees with this statement.  According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not close space, close time. Peace journalist should not concentrate on finding out who threw the first stone. Peace journalist should find out the middle way to reconcile the both sides.
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Table 4.6.1 distribution of answers by age to statement six.

Table 4.6.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.6.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement six.

Table 4.6.2 shows that gender does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.6.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement six.

Table 4.6.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, 100 percent of general directors and news editors agree with “While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone” statement.  
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Table 4.6.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement six.

Table 4.6.4 tell us that experience does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.6.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement six.

Table 4.6.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 7: A journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe.
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Table 4.7 distributions of answers to statement seven.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (82.6%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, a journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe. 
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Table 4.7.1 distribution of answers by age to statement seven.


Table 4.7.1 tell us that age does make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

100 percent of journalists over 46 years old agree with this statement but 33.4 percent of journalists 36-45 years old are not in the same opinion.
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Table 4.7.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement seven.

Table 4.7.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.7.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement seven.

Table 4.7.3 show that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.7.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement seven.

Table 4.7.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.7.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement seven.

Table 4.7.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference. However, 93.3 percent of high school and under graduated journalists agree with this statement.

Statement 8: It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future.
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Table 4.8 distributions of answers to statement eight.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (87.2%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid greeting the signing of documents by leaders, which bring about military victory or ceasefire, as necessarily creating peace. Instead journalist should try to report on the issues which remain and which may still lead people to commit further acts of violence in the future. Ask - what is being done to strengthen means on the ground to handle and resolve conflict non-violently, to address development or structural needs in the society and to create a culture of peace?
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Table 4.8.1 distribution of answers by age to statement eight.

Table 4.8.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.8.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement eight.

Table 4.8.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that female journalists (90.6%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (85.1%).
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Table 4.8.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement eight.

Table 4.8.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.8.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement eight.

Table 4.8.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, 100 percent of journalists more than 21 years experienced disagree with “It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist, should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future” statement. 
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Table 4.8.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement eight.

Table 4.8.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. However, “disagree” answers are decreasing when the education level decreases.

Statement 9: A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides.
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Table 4.9 distributions of answers to statement nine.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (65.1%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid concentrating always on what divides the parties, the differences between what they say and what they want. Instead, peace journalist should try asking questions which may reveal areas of common ground and leading your report with answers which suggest some goals maybe shared or at least compatible, after all.
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Table 4.9.1 distribution of answers by age to statement nine.

Table 4.9.1 tell us that age makes a slight difference in terms of chi-square values. For instance, 84.6 percent of journalists under 25 years old agree with this statement but 57.2 percent of journalists 36-45 years old agree with this statement.
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Table 4.9.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement nine.

Table 4.9.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that female journalists (34.4%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (26%).
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Table 4.9.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement nine.

Table 4.9.3 is about duty. Table 4.9.3 shows that duty causes a statistically significant difference. 100 percent of news editors agree with “A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides” statement. However, 46.2 percent of editors are in the same opinion.
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Table 4.9.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement nine.

Table 4.9.4 is about experience. There is also no statistically significant difference. 
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Table 4.9.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement nine.

Table 4.9.5 is about educational level. 75 percent of master graduated journalists disagree with this statement on the other hand, 71.8 percent of communication faculty graduated journalists agree with “A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides” statement. Master graduated ones are more peace oriented than the other educational levels.

Statement 10: A journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”.
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Table 4.10 distribution of answers to statement ten.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (74.4%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not making a “us-them” journalism or propaganda. Also peace journalist should not voice only for “us”. Peace journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”.

[image: image101.wmf]Crosstab

4

7

1

1

13

30,8%

53,8%

7,7%

7,7%

100,0%

12

16

3

1

5

37

32,4%

43,2%

8,1%

2,7%

13,5%

100,0%

5

8

2

3

3

21

23,8%

38,1%

9,5%

14,3%

14,3%

100,0%

4

8

3

15

26,7%

53,3%

20,0%

100,0%

25

39

5

8

9

86

29,1%

45,3%

5,8%

9,3%

10,5%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

25 and under

26-35

36-45

46 and above

Q31AGE

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q10P

Total


[image: image102.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

10,006

12

,615

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.10.1 distribution of answers by age to statement ten.

Table 4.10.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.10.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement ten.

Table 4.10.2 shows that gender does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, we can say that male journalists (77.7%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (68.8%).
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Table 4.10.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement ten.

Table 4.10.3 is about duty. There is also no statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.10.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement ten.

Table 4.10.4 is about experience. There is statistically significant difference. 80 percent of journalists 1-5 years experienced agree with “A journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”” statement. But 60 percent of journalists 16-20 years experienced agree with this assumption.
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Table 4.10.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement ten.

Table 4.10.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. But, “agree” answers are decreasing when the education level gets come higher. We can say that high school and under educated journalists (86.6%) are more peace oriented than master educated journalists (50%).

Statement 11: A journalists’ duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group.  
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Table 4.11 distributions of answers to statement eleven.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (91.9%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not focus on elite peace-makers only. Peace journalist should focus on people peace-makers.
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Table 4.11.1 distribution of answers by age to statement eleven.

Table 4.11.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.11.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement eleven.

Table 4.11.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference. We can say that female journalists (96.9%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (88.9%).

[image: image116.wmf]Crosstab

1

1

13

29

44

2,3%

2,3%

29,5%

65,9%

100,0%

6

7

13

46,2%

53,8%

100,0%

3

2

5

60,0%

40,0%

100,0%

2

3

5

40,0%

60,0%

100,0%

2

3

1

13

19

10,5%

15,8%

5,3%

68,4%

100,0%

3

3

1

25

54

86

3,5%

3,5%

1,2%

29,1%

62,8%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Reporter

Editor

News editor

General director

Other (Editor in

Chief)

Q34DUTY

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q11W

Total


[image: image117.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

22,834

16

,118

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.11.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement eleven.

Table 4.11.3 is about duty. There is statistically significant difference. For instance, 73.7 percent of Other (Editor in Chief) disagrees with “A journalists’ duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group” statement on the other hand, 100 percent of other journalists agree with this statement.
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Table 4.11.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement eleven.

Table 4.11.4 tell us that experience does make a difference in terms of chi-square values. 100 percent of journalists more than 21 years experienced disagree with this statement.
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Table 4.11.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement eleven.

Table 4.11.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 12: A journalist should avoid presenting ideas and claims as reality. Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom.
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Table 4.12 distributions of answers to statement twelve.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (84.9%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid making an opinion or claim as if it is an established fact. Instead, peace journalist should tell his/her readers who said what. That way you avoid signing yourself and your news service up to the allegations made by one party in the conflict against another.
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Table 4.12.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twelve.

Table 4.12.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.12.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twelve.

Table 4.12.2 shows that gender does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.12.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twelve.

Table 4.12.3 is about duty. There is a statistically significant difference. For instance there is a slight difference between reporters (90.9 %) and editors (60%).
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Table 4.12.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twelve.

Table 4.12.4 is about experience. There is a statistically significant difference.

66.7 percent of journalists more than 21 years experienced agree with “A journalist should avoid presenting ideas and claims as reality. Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom” statement. But 80 percent of journalists fewer than 21 years experienced agree with this assumption.
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Table 4.12.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twelve.

Table 4.12.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 13: Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression.
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Table 4.13 distributions of answers to statement thirteen.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that half of the sample (51.2%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should be same opinion about this statement: “Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression”.
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Table 4.13.1 distribution of answers by age to statement thirteen.


Table 4.13.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, 50 percent of journalists fewer than 25 years old and 26-35 years old agree with this statement. 50 percent of journalists 36-45 and over 46 years old disagree with this statement.
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Table 4.13.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement thirteen.

Table 4.13.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference. 59.2 percent of male journalists agree with “Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression” statement. However, 53.1 percent female journalists disagree with this assumption. The male journalists are more peace oriented than female journalists.
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Table 4.13.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement thirteen.

Table 4.13.3 is about duty. 50 percent of editors, news editors and other (editor in chief) agree with this statement, but 60 percent of general directors disagree with “Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression” statement.
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Table 4.13.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement thirteen.

Table 4.13.4 is about experience. 80 percent of journalists’ 16-20 years experienced agree with this “Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression” statement. However 55.5 percent of journalists more than 21 years experienced disagree with this statement. 42.9 percent of journalists 1-5 years experienced gave the equal answers.
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Table 4.13.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement thirteen.

Table 4.13.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 14: During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious.
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Table 4.14 distributions of answers to statement fourteen.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (51.1%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not focus on conflict arena, 2 parties, 1 goal (win) it is a war general zero-sum orientation. In the conflict period it is not important which side is victorious. The important point is that, during the conflict or war period journalists should try to reconcile both sides. 
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Table 4.14.1 distribution of answers by age to statement fourteen.

Table 4.14.1 shows that age does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.14.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement fourteen.

Table 4.14.2 shows that gender does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.14.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement fourteen.

Table 4.14.3 is about duty. There is a slight statistically significant difference. While 80 percent of news editors disagree with “During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious” statement, this drops to just over 50 percent for editors and reporters. 
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Table 4.14.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement fourteen.

Table 4.14.4 is about experience. There is a statistically significant difference. 80 percent of journalists with 16-20 years of experience disagree with “During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious” statement. However, inexperienced journalists are undecided on this statement.
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Table 4.14.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement fourteen.

Table 4.14.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 15: A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace.
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Table 4.15 distributions of answers to statement fifteen.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that only 39.5% of journalists agree and 46.5% of journalists disagree with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace. But it seems that TRNC journalists do not agree with statement. Journalists are thinking “it is not our duty to take on an active role and bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace. Our duty is that just report the story or event”.
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Table 4.15.1 distribution of answers by age to statement fifteen.

Table 4.15.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference. 66.7 percent of journalists over 46 years old agree with “A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace” statement. 62.1 percent of journalists 26-35 years old disagree with this assumption. The older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.15.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement fifteen.

Table 4.15.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, 56.3 percent female journalist disagree with “A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace” statement. Male journalists’ answers are under 50 percent.
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Table 4.15.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement fifteen.

Table 4.15.3 is about duty. 80 percent of general directors agree with this statement. However, reporters, editors and news editors are not in the same opinion.
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Table 4.15.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement fifteen.

Table 4.15.4 is about experience. There is statistically significant difference. 66.7 percent of journalists more than 21 years experienced agree with “A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace” statement. Table 4.15.4 show that experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.15.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement fifteen.

Table 4.15.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, high school and under and master graduated journalists agree with the statement. However, 53.8 percent of communication faculty graduated journalists disagree with the statement.

Statement 16: While reporting, a journalist should not privilege the peace attempts of his or her own country’s people or leaders, and should also not approach the “others” peace attempts with suspicion.
[image: image166.wmf]4

4,7

14

16,3

4

4,7

43

50,0

21

24,4

86

100,0

strongly agree

agree

Notr (no opinion)

disagree

strongly disagree

Total

Frequency

Percent


Table 4.16 distributions of answers to statement sixteen.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (74.4%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid waiting for leaders on ‘our’ side to suggest or offer solutions. Instead journalist should pick up and explore peace initiatives wherever they come from. Assess peace perspectives against what you know about the issues the parties are really trying to address, do not simply ignore them because they do not coincide with established positions.
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Table 4.16.1 distribution of answers by age to statement sixteen.

Table 4.16.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.16.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement sixteen.

Table 4.16.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between male journalists and female journalists. We can say that female journalists (84.4%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (68.5%).
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Table 4.16.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement sixteen.

Table 4.16.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, we can say that editors and general directors (80%) are more peace oriented than news editors (60%).
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Table 4.16.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement sixteen.

Table 4.16.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.16.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement sixteen.

Table 4.16.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. However, high educated journalists (100%) are more peace oriented than the low educated journalists (60%).

Statement 17: A journalist should present how common/ordinary people are affected from conflicts, and should to represent the common/ordinary people’s expectations.
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Table 4.17 distribution of answers to statement seventeen.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (84.4%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid letting parties define themselves by simply quoting their leaders’ restatement of familiar demands or positions. Instead journalist should enquire deeper into goals: 

· How are people on the ground affected by the conflict in everyday life? 

· What do they want changed? Is the position stated by their leaders the only way or the best way to achieve the changes they want? This may help to empower parties to articulate their goals and make creative outcomes more likely. Nobody gave the natural (no opinion) answer for this statement.
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Table 4.17.1 distribution of answers by age to statement seventeen.

Table 4.17.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.17.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement seventeen.

Table 4.17.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. For instance, we can say that female journalists (93.8%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (85.2%).
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Table 4.17.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement seventeen.

Table 4.17.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.17.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement seventeen.

Table 4.17.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.17.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement seventeen.

Table 4.17.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 18: A journalist should avoid the use of differentiations such as “self/we and other” that can be used to justify violence.
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Table 4.18 distributions of answers to statement eighteen.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (94.1%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid accepting stark distinctions between ‘self’ and ‘other’. These can be used to build the sense that another party is a ‘threat’ or ‘beyond the pale’ of civilized behavior. Both key justifications for violence. Instead journalist should seek the ‘other’ in the ‘self’ and vice versa. If a party is presenting itself as ‘the goodies’, ask statements about how different its behavior really is to that it ascribes to ‘the baddies’ – isn’t it ashamed of itself?  
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Table 4.18.1 distribution of answers by age to statement eighteen.

Table 4.18.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.18.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement eighteen.

Table 4.18.2 shows that gender does not cause a statistically significant difference.

[image: image193.wmf]Crosstab

17

25

1

1

44

38,6%

56,8%

2,3%

2,3%

100,0%

4

8

1

13

30,8%

61,5%

7,7%

100,0%

1

4

5

20,0%

80,0%

100,0%

2

3

5

40,0%

60,0%

100,0%

7

10

2

19

36,8%

52,6%

10,5%

100,0%

31

50

3

1

1

86

36,0%

58,1%

3,5%

1,2%

1,2%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Reporter

Editor

News editor

General director

Other (Editor in

Chief)

Q34DUTY

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q18P

Total


[image: image194.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

11,373

16

,786

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.18.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement eighteen.

Table 4.18.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.18.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement eighteen.

Table 4.18.4 tell us that experience does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.18.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement eighteen.

Table 4.18.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference. 

Statement 19: While writing news, a journalist should depict the visible effects of violence.
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Table 4.19 distributions of answers to statement nineteen.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (79.1%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not focus only on visible effect of violence (killed, wounded and material damage).
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Table 4.19.1 distribution of answers by age to statement nineteen.

Table 4.19.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.19.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement nineteen.

Table 4.19.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.19.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement nineteen.

Table 4.19.3 shows that duty does not cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.19.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement nineteen.

Table 4.19.4 tell us that experience does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.19.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement nineteen.

Table 4.19.5 shows that educational level does not cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 20: A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit.
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Table 4.20 distributions of answers to statement twenty.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (73.3%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should explore conflict formation, x parties, y goals, z issues. Peace journalist thought should be general “win, win” orientation. 
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Table 4.20.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty.

Table 4.20.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.20.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty.

Table 4.20.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. For instance, male journalists (64.8%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (87.5%), because 87.5 percent of female journalists disagree with “A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit” peace oriented statement.
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Table 4.20.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty.

Table 4.20.3 is about duty. There is statistically significant difference between the duties. Only 60 percent of general director agree with “A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit” statement but other journalists are not agree with this peace oriented statement.

[image: image217.wmf]Crosstab

1

5

2

12

15

35

2,9%

14,3%

5,7%

34,3%

42,9%

100,0%

1

2

9

6

18

5,6%

11,1%

50,0%

33,3%

100,0%

2

2

6

4

14

14,3%

14,3%

42,9%

28,6%

100,0%

2

2

6

10

20,0%

20,0%

60,0%

100,0%

3

1

3

2

9

33,3%

11,1%

33,3%

22,2%

100,0%

4

14

5

36

27

86

4,7%

16,3%

5,8%

41,9%

31,4%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

1-5 years

6-10 years

11-15 years

16-20 years

21 and more years

Q35EXPER

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q20P

Total


[image: image218.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

18,921

16

,273

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.20.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty.

Table 4.20.4 shows that experience does not cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.20.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty.

Table 4.20.5 shows that educational level does cause a statistically significant difference. For instance, low educated journalists are more peace oriented than high-educated journalists.
Statement 21: A journalist should allow all the conflicting sides the right to speak.
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Table 4.21 distributions of answers to statement twenty-one.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (94.2%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should giving voice to all parties; empathy and understanding.
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Table 4.21.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-one.

Table 4.21.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. For instance older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.21.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-one.

Table 4.21.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.21.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-one.

Table 4.21.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.21.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-one.

Table 4.21.4 shows that experience does cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.21.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-one.

Table 4.21.5 shows that educational level does cause a statistically significant difference.

Statement 22: A journalist should take the side of peace.
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Table 4.22 distributions of answers to statement twenty-two.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (73.3%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should take the side of peace.
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Table 4.22.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-two.

Table 4.22.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. For instance, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.22.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-two.

Table 4.22.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. Male journalists (81.4%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (59.4%).
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Table 4.22.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-two.

Table 4.22.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.22.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-two.

Table 4.22.4 shows that experience does cause a statistically significant difference. For instance, experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.22.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-two.

Table 4.22.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 23: A journalist should transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people.
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Table 4.23 distributions of answers to statement twenty-three.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (67.4%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid ‘victimizing’ language like “destitute”; “devastated”; “defenseless”; “pathetic”; “tragedy” which only tells us what has been done to and could be done for a group of people. This disempowers them and limits the options for change. Instead report on what has been done and could be done by the people. Don’t just ask them how they feel, also ask them how they are coping and what do they think? Can they suggest any solutions?
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Table 4.23.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-three.

Table 4.23.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.23.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-three.

Table 4.23.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. Female journalists (81.2%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (59.2%).
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Table 4.23.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-three.

Table 4.23.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that 36.9 percent of Other (Editor in Chief) journalists agree with the “A journalist should transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people” statement. All journalists are peace oriented except the Other (Editor in Chief) duty part.
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Table 4.23.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-three.

Table 4.23.4 shows that experience does cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.23.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-three.

Table 4.23.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 24: Without making a distinction between “we/self” and “other”, a journalist should spell out the names of all those who have done evil.
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Table 4.24 distribution of answers to statement twenty-four.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (65.2%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should give name to all evildoers without making a distinction between “self” and “other”.
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Table 4.24.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-four.

Table 4.24.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. The older ones (80%) are more peace oriented than younger ones (53.9%).
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Table 4.24.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-four.

Table 4.24.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, male journalists (70.4%) are more peace oriented than female journalists (56.3%).
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Table 4.24.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-four.

Table 4.24.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. Editor and general directors are more peace oriented than the news editors and other (Editor in Chief).
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Table 4.24.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-four.

Table 4.24.4 shows that experience does cause a statistically significant difference. Experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced. 
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Table 4.24.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-four.

Table 4.24.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. However, high-educated journalists are more peace oriented that the low educated journalist.

Statement 25: A journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war.
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Table 4.25 distributions of answers to statement twenty-five.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (76.7%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should preventing any violence/war occurs.
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Table 4.25.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-five.

Table 4.25.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between ages. For instance, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.25.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-five.

Table 4.25.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.25.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-five.

Table 4.25.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.25.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-five.

Table 4.25.4 is about experience. There is statistically significant difference between experiences. 69.6 percent of journalist 1-5 years experienced agrees with “A journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war” statement. We can say that inexperienced journalists are not peace oriented in this statement.
[image: image274.wmf]Crosstab

8

5

1

1

15

53,3%

33,3%

6,7%

6,7%

100,0%

5

14

1

7

1

28

17,9%

50,0%

3,6%

25,0%

3,6%

100,0%

12

19

2

5

1

39

30,8%

48,7%

5,1%

12,8%

2,6%

100,0%

2

1

1

4

50,0%

25,0%

25,0%

100,0%

27

39

4

13

3

86

31,4%

45,3%

4,7%

15,1%

3,5%

100,0%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

Count

%

High School and

under

Üniversity (other)

Üniversity (faculty

of communication)

Graduate

Q37EDU

Total

strongly

agree

agree

Notr (no

opinion)

disagree

strongly

disagree

Q25P

Total


[image: image275.wmf]Chi-Square Tests

11,002

12

,529

Pearson Chi-Square

Value

df

Asymp. Sig.

(2-sided)


Table 4.25.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-five.

Table 4.25.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 26: A journalist should maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict.
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Table 4.26 distributions of answers to statement twenty-six.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (50%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should not maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict.
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Table 4.26.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-six.

Table 4.26.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. For instance, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.26.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-six.

Table 4.26.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. Male journalists (71.9%) are more peace oriented than the female journalists (18.8%).
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Table 4.26.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-six.

Table 4.26.3 is about duty. There is statistically significant difference between the duties. We can say that, general director and editors are more peace oriented than the reporters, news editors, and Other (Editor in Chief).
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Table 4.26.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-six.

Table 4.26.4 is about experience. There is statistically significant difference between the experiences. For instance, we can say that experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.26.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-six.

Table 4.26.5 is about educational level. There is statistically significant difference between the educational levels. For instance, we can say that master and high school and under graduated journalists are more peace oriented than the university graduated journalists.

Statement 27: A journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war.
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Table 4.27 distributions of answers to statement twenty-seven.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (55.8%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should proactive and peace journalist should prevent before any violence/war occurs.
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Table 4.27.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-seven.

Table 4.27.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. For instance, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.27.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-seven.

Table 4.27.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between the male and female journalists. For instance, male journalists (66.7%) are more peace oriented than the female journalists (37.5%).
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Table 4.27.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-seven.

Table 4.27.3 shows that duty does cause a statistically significant difference. On the other hand, reporters are undecided on this “A journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war” statement.
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Table 4.27.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-seven.

Table 4.27.4 tell us that experience does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that experienced journalists are more peace oriented that the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.27.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-seven.

Table 4.27.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.

Statement 28: A journalist’s duty is not to reconcile the people within conflict areas, but to reflect the conflicts between the people.
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Table 4.28 distributions of answers to statement twenty-eight.

This statement was a conflict-oriented statement. The survey results show that the majority of the sample (60.5%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should reconcile the people within conflict areas and should not reflect the conflicts among the people.
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Table 4.28.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-eight.

Table 4.28.1 is about age. There is statistically significant difference between the ages. For instance, we can say that the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones.
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Table 4.28.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-eight.

Table 4.28.2 is about gender. There is statistically significant difference between male and female journalists. For instance, we can say that male journalists (79.9%) are more peace oriented that the female journalists (53.7%).
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Table 4.28.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-eight.

Table 4.28.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. However, editors and general directors are more peace oriented than the reporters, news editors and Other (Editors in Chief).
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Table 4.28.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-eight.

Table 4.28.4 is about experience. There is statistically significant difference between experiences. For instance, we can say that experienced journalists are more peace oriented that the inexperienced journalists.
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Table 4.28.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-eight.

Table 4.28.5 is about educational level. There is statistically significant difference between educational levels. For instance, we can say that master graduated journalists are more peace oriented that the high school and under and university graduated journalists.
Statement 29: A journalist should only convey the act of violence and make the people live this horrifying situation.
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Table 4.29 distributions of answers to statement twenty-nine.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (75%) disagrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid only reporting the violent acts and describing ‘the horror’. If you exclude everything else you suggest that the only explanation for violence is previous violence (revenge); the only remedy, more violence (coercion/punishment). Instead show how people have been blocked and frustrated or deprived in everyday life as a way of explaining the violence.
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Table 4.29.1 distribution of answers by age to statement twenty-nine.

Table 4.29.1 shows that age does cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.29.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement twenty-nine.

Table 4.29.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. On the other hand, we can say that female journalists (84.4%) are more peace oriented than the male journalists (70.4%).
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Table 4.29.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement twenty-nine.

Table 4.29.3 tell us that duty does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.29.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement twenty-nine.

Table 4.29.4 shows that experience does cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.29.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement twenty-nine.

Table 4.29.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. 

Statement 30: While conveying news on conflict, a journalist should also try and display the unseen effects of this on the society.
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Table 4.30 distributions of answers to statement thirty.

This statement was a peace-oriented statement. The survey results show that the clear majority of the sample (96.5%) agrees with this statement. According to the peace journalism values, journalist should avoid assessing the merits of a violent action or policy of violence in terms of its visible effects only. Instead try to find ways of reporting on the invisible effects, for instance the long-term consequences of psychological damage and trauma, perhaps increasing the likelihood that those affected will be violent in future, either against other people or, as a group, against other groups or other countries.
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Table 4.30.1 distribution of answers by age to statement thirty.

Table 4.30.1 tell us that age does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
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Table 4.30.2 distribution of answers by gender to statement thirty.

Table 4.30.2 tell us that gender does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values. However, we can say that female journalists (100%) are more peace oriented than male journalists (94.5%)
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Table 4.30.3 distribution of answers by duty to statement thirty.

Table 4.30.3 shows that duty does cause a statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.30.4 distribution of answers by experience to statement thirty.

Table 4.30.4 is about experience. There is also no statistically significant difference.
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Table 4.30.5 distribution of answers by educational level to statement thirty.

Table 4.30.5 tell us that educational level does not make a difference in terms of chi-square values.
5 RESULTS, DISCUSSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Results 

The questionnaire was applied to 86 journalists in TRNC and the study was limited to “journalists who were directly related with the news, had yellow cards and worked full time in the media”.

Tables were developed in order to find out the mean scores. The first table, among the two that were developed, is the “peace journalism oriented statements” table and second one is the “conflict journalism oriented statements” table. Numbers were given for each scale, for instance, in the peace journalism oriented statements we gave (5) to strongly agree answer then (4) to agree, (3) to no opinion, (2) to disagree and (1) to strongly disagree. Later, these were multiplied by the answers and mean scores were calculated.

This enabled us to develop the table because according to the assumption of this study, journalists should select the strongly agree or agree options for the peace journalism oriented statements, whereas they should select the strongly disagree or disagree options for the conflict journalism oriented statements.
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Table 5.1.1 Peace oriented table to find out mean scores.

We can say that, journalists are clearly peace journalism oriented in statements numbered 30, 21, 18, 17 and 12. Because, these statements’ mean scores are over 4.00, this indicates that the answers are between the options of strongly agree (5) and agree (4). Therefore, journalists are in agreement with the peace journalism oriented statements.

In statements numbered 7, 2, 25, 22, 10, 24, 3, 13 and 27 journalists are again peace journalism oriented. This can be stated because the mean scores are over 3.00. Thus, answers are between the options of agree (4) and no opinion (3), which is an indication that journalists agree with the peace journalism oriented statements.

On the other hand, when we examine statements numbered 15 and 20, we can state that, related to these statements, journalists are clearly conflict journalism oriented because these statements mean scores are under 3.00, implying that the answers are between the options of disagree (2) and no opinion (3). Hence, journalists disagree with these peace journalism oriented statements.

The statements and mean scores are presented with in the following table:

	Peace Journalism 

Oriented Statements
	Strongly Agree

 (5)
	Agree

 (4)
	No opinion

 (3)
	Disagree 

(2)
	Strongly Disagree

 (1)
	Mean

Scores

	Q. 30: While conveying news on conflict, a journalist should also try and display the unseen effects of this on the society.
	26
	57
	2
	1
	-
	4.25

	Q. 21: A journalist should allow all the conflicting sides the right to speak.
	39
	42
	2
	-
	3
	4.32

	Q. 18: A journalist should avoid the use of differentiations such as “self/we and other” that can be used to justify violence.
	31
	50
	3
	1
	1
	4.19

	Q. 17: A journalist should present how common/ordinary people are affected from conflicts, and should to represent the common/ordinary people’s expectations.
	29
	47
	-
	5
	5
	4.04

	Q. 12: A journalist should avoid 

presenting ideas and claims as reality. 

Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom.
	30
	43
	1
	7
	5
	4.00

	Q. 7: A journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe.
	30
	41
	-
	7
	8
	3.90

	Q. 2: A journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict.
	19
	52
	2
	10
	3
	3.86

	Q. 25: A journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war.
	27
	39
	4
	13
	3
	3.86

	Q. 22: A journalist should take the side of peace.
	30
	34
	6
	11
	5
	3.84

	Q. 10: A journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”.
	25
	39
	5
	8
	9
	3.73

	Q. 24: Without making a distinction between “we/self” and “other”, a journalist should spell out the names of all those who have done evil.
	20
	36
	9
	14
	7
	3.66

	Q. 3: One of the main duties of a journalist is not to show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups.
	14
	47
	3
	18
	4
	3.56

	Q. 13: Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression.
	17
	27
	10
	21
	11
	3.20

	Q. 27: A journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war.
	10
	38
	7
	20
	11
	3.06

	Q. 15: A journalist should take on 

an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace.
	11
	23
	12
	31
	9
	2.95

	Q. 20: A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit.
	4
	14
	5
	36
	27
	2.20


Table 5.1.2 Mean scores of the Peace Journalism Oriented Statements.

In the conflict journalism oriented statements we gave (1) to the strongly agree answer then (2) to agree, (3) to no opinion, (4) to disagree and (5) to strongly disagree. Later, these were multiplied by the answers and mean scores were calculated.

[image: image332.jpg]1 2 3 4 5

I I I I I

I I I I I
Strongly Agree No opinion Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree





Table 5.1.3 Conflict oriented table to find out mean scores.

We can say that, journalists are clearly peace journalism oriented in statements numbered 11 and 8 because these statements mean scores are over 4.00 indicating that the answers are between the options of strongly disagree (5) and disagree (4). Accordingly, journalists are in disagreement with these conflict journalism oriented statements.

In statements numbered 4, 26, 29, 16, 5, 1, 23 and 14 journalists are again peace journalism oriented. We can claim this because; the mean scores are over 3.00 implicating that the answers are between the options of disagree (4) and no opinion (3). Hence, journalists are in disagreement with the conflict journalism oriented statements.

On the other hand, journalists are clearly conflict journalism oriented in the statements numbered 28, 9, 19 and 6 for the reason that these statements mean scores are under 3.00, which shows that answers are between agree (2) and no opinion (3). Journalists agree with some of the conflict journalism oriented statements.

The statements and mean scores are presented with in the following table.

	Conflict Journalism

Oriented Statements
	Strongly Agree 

(1)
	Agree

 (2)
	No opinion

 (3)
	Disagree 

(4)
	Strongly Disagree 

(5)
	Mean

Scores

	Q. 11: A journalists’ duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group.  
	3
	3
	1
	25
	54
	4.40

	Q. 8: It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future.
	3
	7
	1
	35
	40
	4.18

	Q. 4: In order make a news, a journalist should wait for a conflict and should play an active role during the conflict.
	1
	13
	4
	41
	27
	3.93

	Q. 26: A journalist should maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict.
	6
	37
	6
	27
	10
	3.86

	Q. 29: A journalist should only convey the act of violence and make the people live this horrifying situation.
	2
	13
	6
	39
	26
	3.86

	Q. 16: While reporting, a journalist should  privilege the peace attempts of his or her own country’s people or leaders, and should also approach the “others’” peace attempts with suspicion.
	4
	14
	4
	43
	21
	3.73

	Q. 5: The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory.
	7
	11
	7
	36
	25
	3.70

	Q. 1: While reporting a conflict situation, a journalist should give place only to the conflicting sides on sight.
	6
	13
	1
	47
	19
	3.69

	Q. 23: A journalist should transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people.
	1
	20
	7
	43
	15
	3.58

	Q. 14: During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious.
	2
	33
	7
	34
	10
	3.19

	Q. 28: A journalist’s duty is not to reconcile the people within conflict areas, but to reflect the conflicts among the people.
	16
	36
	4
	22
	8
	2.65

	Q. 9: A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides.
	7
	49
	5
	22
	3
	2.59

	Q. 19: While writing news, a journalist should depict the visible effects of violence.
	13
	55
	3
	9
	6
	2.30

	Q. 6: While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone.
	17
	54
	6
	7
	2
	2.10


Table 5.1.4 Mean scores of the Conflict Journalism Oriented Statements.

5.2 General Evaluation of the Findings

Peace journalists’ ideologies are to contribute something for peace and justice. They are always in support of peace. Thus, peace journalism is advocating for peace.


As stated earlier, a questionnaire was applied in this descriptive study with an intention to show how much the news writing journalists in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus agree on peace journalism. In other words, the study delved into questioning whether the journalists in the TRNC are peace minded or conflict minded.


The results and comments of questionnaire can be seen in the following pages.

5.2.1 Results and Comments 

The general findings of this study are as follows:
Statement 1: The results show that, more older journalists believe in giving place only to the conflicting sides on sight during the conflict situation than younger journalists. We can say that the young journalists seem more peace orientated than the old journalists in terms of this statement. In gender base, female journalists seem more peace oriented than male journalists in regard to this statement.

Statement 2: We can say that female journalists believe in paying more attention to this statement that a journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict. Female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists in regard to this statement.

Statement 3: Younger journalists mostly disagree with this peace journalism oriented statement, which says that, “journalist should not show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups”. Male journalists are more peace oriented than female journalists in regard to this statement. Additionally, editors also seem more peace oriented than the other journalists.

Statement 4: Regarding to this statement, older journalists are more peace oriented than the younger journalists. Male journalists also believe that a journalist should not wait for a conflict and should not play an active role during the conflict. We can say that male journalists are more peace oriented than female journalists in regard to this statement.
Statement 5: The young journalists do not believe that a journalist should provide the feeling of the victory to the society it serves. Young journalists are more peace oriented than the old journalists interims of this statement. We can also say that female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists. Also, general directors pay more attention to this statement. Higher-educated journalists are more peace oriented than the others.

Statement 6: “While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone.” This was another problematic statement in the conflict-oriented statements. The mean score of this statement is 2.10. We can say that while reporting on a conflict, news-writing journalists in TRNC tend to believe in finding out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone. The underlying reason of this is the conventional journalism values and also the fact that investigation journalism wants to learn and finds out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone. Results show that, general directors and news editors mostly believe that a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone. 

Statement 7: We can say that, journalists did not have any difficulty on this statement. Journalists mostly agreed with the statement that “A journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe”.
Statement 8: Old journalists pay more attention to the statement that “It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future”. We can say that female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists in regard to this statement. Higher educated journalists are also more peace oriented than the lower educated journalists.
Statement 9: In this statement, female journalists believe that, a journalist should not focus on the differences between the conflicting sides. We can say that female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists. High-educated journalists are more peace oriented than those of lower educational levels in regard to this statement.
Statement 10: We can say that male journalists believe that, a journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”. Male journalists seem more peace oriented than female journalists interims of this statement. Results show that, high school and under educated journalists seem more peace oriented than those who have master’s degree in regard to this statement.

Statement 11: “A journalist’s duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group.” The mean score of statement was highest rate of 4.40. We can say that, news writing journalists in TRNC do not believe in transmitting only the peace messages of the elite group. Female journalists seem more peace oriented than male journalists. Editors-in-Chief are also more peace oriented than the other journalists in term of this statement. Also, those with 21 years experience seem more peace oriented.
Statement 12: We can say that, young journalists believe that, journalist should avoid presenting ideas and claims as reality. Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom. Young journalists are more peace oriented than the old journalists in regarding to this statement.
Statement 13: Young journalists believe that, solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression. We can say that young journalists are more peace oriented than the old journalists and the male journalists are more peace oriented than female journalists interims of this statement. 
Statement 14: News editors believe that, during a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious. We can say that, inexperienced journalists and experienced journalists are undecided on this statement.
Statement 15: ”A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace.” Statement 15 was also problematic in the peace-oriented statements. TRNC news writing journalists are undecided on whether “a journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace” or not. The rational behind this was similar to that of statement 20, where again we observe that the journalists believe that their duty is only to act as a reporter. The old journalists are more peace oriented than the young journalists in regard to this statement. Female journalists believe that, a journalist should not take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace. Also, general directors are more peace oriented than the others interims of this statement. We can say that, experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the inexperienced journalists.
Statement 16: Female journalists believe that, a journalist should privilege the peace attempts of his or her own country’s people or leaders, and should also not approach the “others’” peace attempts with suspicion. We can say that, female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists in terms of this statement. Furthermore, editors and general directors are more peace oriented than news editors in regard to this statement. Results also show that journalists with high education are more peace oriented than the low educated journalists. 

Statement 17: Female journalists believe that, a journalist should present how common/ordinary people are affected from conflicts, and should represent the common/ordinary people’s expectations. We can say that, female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists in regard to this statement.
Statement 18: Results tell us that journalists did not experience any difficulty on this statement. Most journalists are in agreement with the statement that “a journalist should avoid the use of differentiations such as ‘self/we and other’ that can be used to justify violence”.

Statement 19: Results show that journalists mostly agree with the statement that, “while writing news, a journalist should depict the visible effects of violence”.
Statement 20: This was also a peace journalism oriented statement and the mean score of it was the lowest: 2.20. We can say that, the news writing journalists in TRNC do not believe in trying to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides should benefit. They probably believe that journalists should just report the facts or events. However, male journalists seem more peace oriented than female journalists in regard to this statement. Additionally, general directors also seem more peace oriented than other journalists on the base of this statement. Results also show us that highly experienced journalists are more peace oriented than the journalists with low experience. In addition to this, low educated journalists seem more peace oriented than high-educated journalists.

Statement 21: Older journalists mostly believe that, a journalist should allow all the conflicting sides the right to speak. We can say that, older journalists are more peace oriented than the younger journalists in terms of this statement. 
Statement 22: Older journalists again mostly believe that, a journalist should take the side of peace. According to this finding, older journalists seem more peace oriented than the younger journalists. Male journalists are also more peace oriented than female journalists in terms of this statement. Results show that, journalists with high experience are more peace oriented than those with low experience in regard to this statement.

Statement 23: Female journalists believe that, a journalist should not transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people. We can say that, female journalists are more peace oriented than male journalists in terms of this statement. Results tell us that; majority of the journalists are peace journalism oriented except the editors in chief in regard to this statement.

Statement 24: Older journalists are more peace oriented than younger journalists in regard to this statement. Male journalists believe that, without making a distinction between “we/self” and “other”, a journalist should spell out the names of all those who have done evil. We can say that, male journalists are more peace oriented than female journalists. Results tell us that journalists with high experience are more peace oriented than the low experienced in regard to this statement. And also high-educated journalists seem more peace oriented that the low educated journalists. 

Statement 25: Results show that, older journalists believe that a journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war. We can say that, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones. 

Statement 26: Results indicate that older journalists have a belief that a journalist should not maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict. We can say that, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones. Male journalists are more peace oriented than the female journalists in terms of this statement. General directors and editors seem more peace oriented than the reporters, news editors, and editors in chief in regard to this statement. Also, journalists with high experience are more peace oriented than the low experienced journalists. 

Statement 27: Older journalists believe that, a journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war. We can say that, the older ones are more peace oriented than the younger ones. Furthermore, male journalists seem more peace oriented than the female journalists, and journalists with high experience are more peace oriented that the low experienced journalists in regard to this statement.

Statement 28: We can say that the older journalists are more peace oriented than the younger journalists in regard to this statement. Male journalists believe that, a journalist’s duty is to reconcile the people within conflict areas, but to not reflect the conflicts between the people. Male journalists are more peace oriented than the female journalists. Results also indicate that, editors and general directors are more peace oriented than the reporters, news editors and editors in chief in terms of this statement. We can say that journalists with high experience are more peace oriented than the low experienced journalists in regard to this statement.

Statement 29: Results show that, female journalists believe that, a journalist should not only convey the act of violence and not make the people live this horrifying situation. We can say that female journalists are more peace oriented than the male journalists regarding this statement.

Statement 30: This was a peace journalism oriented statement and the mean score of it was 4.25. According to the results, we can say that while conveying news on conflict, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus news writing journalists believe in trying and displaying the unseen effects of conflict on the society. We can also say that female journalists are more peace oriented than the male journalists in regard to this statement.
5.3 Conclusion of the study

According to the results of this survey, we can say that 76.6 percent of journalists agree with the peace journalism oriented statements. This finding supports our major hypothesis which stated that, “most journalists in TRNC are peace minded”. Our minor hypotheses are also supported. According to the general findings, female journalists, older journalists, experienced journalists, and high-educated journalists are more peace journalism oriented than male journalists, younger journalists, inexperienced journalists, and low-educated journalists. 

However, in terms of interpreting the results, we must be cautious. These results do not tell us that the majority of the news writing journalists in TRNC are practicing peace journalism. These results can only indicate that the majority of the journalists ideally believe that the values of the peace journalism are better than the values of conflict oriented traditional journalism. Of course there is always a gap between the theory and the practice. 

5. 4 Recommendations for Further Researchers

We have stated before that the results of this study does not indicate that the journalists in TRNC practice peace journalism. To find the discrepancy between theory and practice, it is necessary to investigate the factors that affect the decision-making process in journalism. There are ideological, political and economical factors that need to be investigated in order to understand day-by-day decisions of journalists. For instance, the ownership pattern of any newspaper is very important to understand the news articles published in that medium. Market conditions, rating and circulation matters, working conditions, competition among the journalists and the media are all important to take into consideration. Anyone, who just looks at national newspapers in TRNC, can see easily that conflict is the good news. Further researchers must investigate more than just analyzing the content. 


We also recommend that further researchers should investigate the Greek Cypriot media and journalists as well. Because, peace journalism cannot be successful one-sidedly. In any conflict area in the world, peace journalism option can only achieve its goal, if the journalists in both sides follow the rules. 


Finally, we highly recommend that peace journalism researchers in the universities have to be active. We have to work very closely with the media sector and prepare workshops to teach them the basics of peace journalism. In these workshops, we may be able to find better ways in covering and helping to solve conflicts. 
APPENDIX

Contemporarily, the role of the media in every domain of life is gradually increasing. In fact the media have become part of our lives.  People now live, keep up with fashion and shape their lifestyles according to the media. This questionnaire you are holding aims at putting forward “the functioning of media in problematic areas”. Thank you for participating and devoting your time for this questionnaire.
Please mark (X) whether you agree or not with the following journalistic value judgments.

1- While reporting a conflict situation, a journalist should give place only to the conflicting sides on sight. 

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

2- A journalist should be open, clear and understandable, and should allow the sides enough time during conflict.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

3- One of the main duties of a journalist is not to show the conflict as the conflict of both sides, but rather to draw attention to the presence of different groups.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

4- In order make a news, a journalist should wait for a conflict and should play an active role during the conflict.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

5- The duty of a journalist is to provide the society it serves with the feeling of victory.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

6- While reporting on a conflict, a journalist should find out who had metaphorically thrown the first stone.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

7- A journalist’s duty is to be objective while maintaining a balance between friend and foe.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

8- It is definite that documents (ceasefire, military victories, etc) signed between leaders will bring peace. A journalist should only make news of such issues, and not delve into issues that may cause problems in the future.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

9-  A journalist should focus on the differences between the conflicting sides.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

10- A journalist should not only represent those from the “we-group” and should abstain from becoming a means of propaganda for the “other”. 

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

11- A journalists’ duty is to transmit only the peace messages of the elite group.  

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

12- A journalist should avoid presenting ideas and claims as reality. Instead, the journalist should only present to the readers what has been said and by whom. 

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

13- Solutions excluding violence should be more newsworthy compared to solutions including violence or aggression.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

14- During a conflict, a journalist should draw attention to which side is victorious.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

15-
A journalist should take on an active role in trying to bring the people within conflict areas together and maintaining peace.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

16- While reporting, a journalist should not privilege the peace attempts of his or her own country’s people or leaders, and should also not approach the “others” peace attempts with suspicion.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   
17- A journalist should present how common/ordinary people are affected from conflicts, and should to represent the common/ordinary people’s expectations.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

18- A journalist should avoid the use of differentiations such as “self/we and other” that can be used to justify violence.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

19- While writing news, a journalist should depict the visible effects of violence.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

20- A journalist should try to ensure that within a conflict situation all conflicting sides benefit.

 (  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

21- A journalist should allow all the conflicting sides the right to speak.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

22- A journalist should take the side of peace.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

23- A journalist should transmit by describing with emotional words the experiences of the people.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

24- Without making a distinction between “we/self” and “other”, a journalist should spell out the names of all those who have done evil.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

25- A journalist should be in an attitude towards preventing violence and war.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

26- A journalist should maintain a balance between those in support of peace and those in support of conflict.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

27- A journalist should be active before a conflict initiates and should also try to prevent the conflict or war.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

28- A journalist’s duty is not to reconcile the people within conflict areas, but to reflect the conflicts between the people.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

29- A journalist should only convey the act of violence and make the people live this horrifying situation.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   

30- While conveying news on conflict, a journalist should also try and display the unseen effects of this on the society.

(  )  Strongly agree


(  ) Agree


(  ) Neutral (No idea)

(  )  Disagree



(  ) Strongly disagree   
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