
Media often spoke about
the role of women in the
Syrian uprising. Women

are politically active, but they have
to play their roles as mothers and
wives as well. What are the social
challenges faced by those women
activists? How do they prove their
presence in this revolution? How
much time do they spend on their
political activities? We asked these
questions to a woman activist in
Daria, Damascus via Skype pro-
gramme on the internet. For rea-
sons of security we will not disclose
her name.

She tells us that every day she
wakes up at around Vve o’clock in
the morning. Until her kids wake
up, she completes some revolution-
ary work such as writing reports
and essays and printing them. “In
the early morning, I communicate
with activists across the Internet in
order to coordinate matters con-
cerning the revolution” she says.
When her kids wake up at seven
o’clock, she stops being a revolu-
tionary for a while to fulVl her duty
towards her children as a mother.
About ten o’clock she goes out to
do some activities like visiting the

homes of the families of
martyrs or participating in
demonstrations, sit-ins
and psychological support
campaigns for children. “I
carry my small child, who
is 3 years old, with me
and leave the two older
children at home alone”
she says.
Usually at two o’clock in
the afternoon, she goes
back home to see how her
children are doing and to
bring them food. She then
tidies her house and goes

out at Vve o'clock to complete her
activities.
At about eight o’clock in the
evening she stops being a “revolu-
tionary” and becomes a housewife.
“When I go back home, I Vnd my
husband waiting for me. We sit and
talk about what we have done dur-
ing the day and we make our din-
ner. When I get to bed at night I
am usually so tired that I can’t
move” she tells.
Having children is not a problem
for her revolutionary work, she
says. What do her children think
about their mother’s activities as a
revolutionary? We asked this ques-
tion to one of her children. “I do

not see my mother too much, she is
always busy, she is either on the
computer or outside” he says. What
about her husband? We asked her
husband about his opinion on her
work in the uprising. He said he
was very happy to see his wife help-
ing people. However, he was some-
what cynical about her political
activities: “e revolution needs
her, but so do her kids,” he said.
Last note : After a week we con-
ducted our interview with her, she
was arrested in Damascus when she
was trying to go to Homs to deliver
food and medicine to the opposi-
tion.

Hussein Alrajab

The Welcoming Night Party organized
by the Social and Cultural Activities
Directorate as part of the Orientation

Days for new students was fascinating. e
appreciative rock and roll music, the blazing
of the twirling guitars and other musical in-
struments revealed yet another exciting cam-
pus funfare.e louder the music were, the
more the uncontrollable student’s reply in ex-
citements.

e stage program featured a DJ perform-
ance by the EMU Radio and the International
Center, a Turkish Cypriot folk dancing show
and concerts by the Music Club, the Man-
avella and the NaVz Dölek band, all thrilling
the students to the fullness at the Welcoming
Night social gathering. e blend of the
Nigerian popular music ‘o wu sagi’ and a mix-
ture of other African sounds were compelling

to the core.
However, a look at the mixture of men and

ladies in the displayed traditional Cyprus
dance, one can picture out the use of props
arrangement as in the use of sickles, spectacles,
forms and costumes perfectly communicated
to the ever interesting crowd.

e Director of the International Center
heartily welcomed the new students on cam-
pus to the EMU family, wishing them a nice
stay and assuring them that they will enjoy
their university education.

Cheering noises pervaded the arena as the
Rector Prof. Dr. Abdullah Y. Oztoprak stood
on the platform to deliver his welcome speech.
Prof. Dr. Oztoprak welcomed the students
and admonished them to shun violence. “You
should note that you are going to be in a mul-
ticultural programme on campus, behave care-

fully, use up the opportunities that come your
way and once again, university education is
not only in the class, but with the people and
the environment you live in. ere are facili-
ties on campus; use them and enjoy yourself ’’
he concluded.

While the show continued with entertain-
ment until late night, the event at Ataturk
Square witnessed an exhibition of different
faculties, each under their cubicle welcoming
and cheering up new students, with their en-
quiries.
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Since the history tells us, the human be-
ings had always lacks of many things
to survive, so that our ancestors had to

work on these lacks to fulVl the gaps of sur-
viving to continue their life. e interesting
thing is that the human body is very weak
in comparison to other creatures to survive
in nature. For instance we cannot run so
fast as many animals, neither jump like
them or even Wy, but because the human be-
ings are intelligent and are able to think and
create new ideas, thus we can advance our
civilization. ere is also constantly a mak-
ing progress in human`s life, so we can be
much more powerful in achieving such
mentioned tasks but with the help of de-
vises, which are made through our
minds.
One of the most important things
that were always important to human
beings for survival was the energy and
more importantly how to make it.
Maybe the Vrst energy, which was known
to the early humans, was the heat energy, so
the way of how to make Vre was invented
and even was being advanced until today.

CClleeaann  eenneerrggyy  vveerrssuuss  ddiirrttyy  eenneerrggyy
But through our development and in our

advanced life today we are aware of other
energies and now we can produce them
with our sophisticated technology, so that
many other energies in our age are produced
but now there are serious problems with
these processes. 
For the Vrst times almost many new

processes have been in making the energies
considered as success in human`s life and
advanced the social life but later it could be
exposed to us, that it is not reasonable to
continue such processes in sake of our envi-
ronment. To understand this matter deeply
we have to know these two terms, dirty en-
ergy and clean energy.
e clean energy is produced through wind,
water and sunshine, but dirty energy is pro-
duced through coal, oil, wood and nuclear,
which damage the environment in the long
term. Now the most controversial energy on
the Earth is the nuclear energy.

ee  pprroobblleemm  wwiitthh  nnuucclleeaarr  wwaasstteess
Nuclear energy is not an ordi-
nary energy; it requires much

more attention, because there
are many risks connected to
the nuclear plants. In cases
of accidents like earth quake,

plane crash, Vre and suicide
bomb attacks we will be facing a

huge disaster, which is not to recover
even after thousands of years. rough ra-
dioactive contamination the genetic make-
up of human beings can be so damaged, so
that a possibility of complete recovery from
generation to generation is not possible. 
In process of making nuclear energy, there is
the problem of nuclear waste materials,
which are permanently produced by side.
Until now the only way out is to bury these
materials very deeply under the earth. In the
countries of European Union there are some
locations for burying those materials, which
caused many protests. For instance the ra-
dioactive waste materials from France are al-
ways transported to Germany near to the
city of Gorleben. ere are now some scien-
tiVc researches in Europe to reduce the con-
tamination of radioactive waste materials to
several hundred years instead of thousands
or millions of years, but this is now still pie
in the sky.  

CChheeaapp  bbuutt  uunnhheeaalltthhyy
Nuclear energy is the description of en-

ergy, which is produced in nuclear plants.
Basically it is considered as cheaper than al-
ternative energies to produce but more dan-
gerous and unhealthy. 
e main goals of having nuclear plants are
to produce heat and electrical energy. Be-
cause of high energy potentials of radioac-
tive substances, the energy made in nuclear
plants is extremely high. In addition, the

demand of security and safety is extremely
high, because of hidden dangers involved in
the nuclear energy process. 
e Vrst step in the nuclear energy process
is the mining of uranium, which is risky, be-
cause it poisons the workers and the envi-
ronment. e second step is the process of
puriVcation of uranium into plutonium, so
that it could be used as a source of energy in
nuclear plants and this is a very risky task.
e third step is how to use this energy in a
nuclear plant in a safe way. 
Every now and then we are witnessing by
watching television how the inner facilities
look in a nuclear plant, and, strangely, we
see how the coworkers are dressed up in
white overalls and wearing mouth masks
and even gas masks. is easily indicates
how dangerous and unhealthy the job is.
When we a little bit think about it we Vnd
that something oddness is in doing this job
and the irony is that these coworkers must
work almost even every working day a week
under such pollution and condition!
e supporters of nuclear energy in the
business world support the nuclear energy
by making advertisements such as prospects
and brochures; and there are even businesses
in the stock exchange. e other support,
which is disturbing, comes from the govern-
ments of some countries like North
Korea and Iran, and at the top of
them Russia and China, which do
a lucrative business with those
countries in that matter.

SSaannccttiioonnss  aaggaaiinnsstt  IIrraann
In a controversial case like Iran

there is the assumption of making an
atom bomb. erefore the European Union
increased the sanctions against Iran. e
European Union decided to introduce new
measures against Iran in the Vnance, trade
and oil industry sectors. Any monetary
transaction is now forbidden between the
European Union and Iran. In addition, cer-
tain metals and software are not allowed to
be delivered to Iran, and also the delivery of
natural gas from Iran is canceled to the Eu-
ropean Union.
North Korea already admitted that it made
the atom bomb, despite of claiming Vrst
that the nuclear plant was used only for
peaceful purposes. After an earth quake
from another part of the world it had been
conVrmed, that the location of this earth
quake was deep under North Korea by ex-
ploding an atom bomb as test, so that
North Korea is in possession of atom bomb. 

e nuclear plants and their usages are
much discussed in the world press. Only 30
countries in the World are in possession of
nuclear plants, but some of these countries
have already decided or are deciding to
abandon nuclear energy. For instance, Italy
is the Vrst country, which has abandoned
nuclear energy completely and further
countries like Germany, Belgium and
Switzerland have decided to abandon nu-
clear energy. Austria didn’t begin to use the
brand new nuclear plant Zwentendorf. Fur-
ther countries canceled partly their planned
nuclear energy productions. 
To achieve the abandonment of nuclear en-
ergy within a country, political decision
making is required. For example, after the
Fukushima disaster in Japan there were
many cover-ups relating to the aftermath of
disaster and there were no actual reaction
from the government to change the attitude
of energy producing. Despite of frequent
demonstrations against the nuclear energy
in Japan, the government wasn’t seriously
interested to change its policy.  
Unless a group of German experts in the
Green Party of Germany traveled to Japan
to help Japanese people to establish the
Green Party in Japan, which didn’t exist
until that date. With that act it made possi-

ble to interfere in political decision mak-
ing of Japanese parliament. 

““HHaavviinngg  tthhee  nnuucclleeaarr  eenneerrggyy  iiss  aa
rriigghhtt  ooff  IIrraanniiaann  ppeeooppllee””

e most important issue for
enlightenment of citizens of a

country regarding the nuclear en-
ergy is the real explanation about the

truth of advantages and disadvantages
through the mass media, to be independent
of governmental interests. For instance, in
Iran, we encounter permanently this argu-
ment from the Iranian mass media, which
teaches the Iranian people how to think
about the nuclear policies in their country.
It claims that “having the nuclear energy is
one of the rights of Iranian people”. is
sentence is even printed on one of the bills
of the Iranian currency.  
ere are always different points of view,
different perspectives and different story-
telling so the narrative can change many
things, but with freedom of information,
people can be aware of a whole issue, and
not only a part of it.  
ere is an issue, which is the most impor-
tant one to be aware of: we need the nature,
the nature doesn’t need us. 
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e Social and Cultural Activities Di-
rectorate Hall was set agog about the
morning hours on the 21st of Septem-
ber as the powerfully rendered lecture
by Dr. Uğur Maner rents the air. De-
livering the lecture on culture shock
Dr. Maner x-rays the very many chal-
lenges students face as they pursue
their university education abroad. Ac-
cording to the lecturer, “the study op-
portunity is a good chance for the
students to discover lifestyles in other
places of the world where new friends
and knowledge about new cultures are
great experience’’.
Coping with a new situation or envi-
ronment may sometimes be a bit tiring
and hard. She pointed out the many
symptoms of culture shock as home-
sickness, stress, fear and confusion.
She entreated that living in an envi-
ronment different from ones usual set-
ting may be the reason for culture
shock. Dr Uğur also said that some-
times one feels the urge to run back
home as soon as possible, however,
having the patience to stay contributes
also. 

Stages of culture shock
Hearing her admonish in the seminar,
she went further to highlight the cul-
ture shock in various stages:
Firstly, was the stage of excessive en-
thusiasm (honeymoon). In this stage
everything goes out well and the stu-
dents are having a great time in a new
environment. In the second stage of
shock, one does not know how to deal
with the many unfamiliar things in the
new country and this increases unhap-
piness and consciousness of anxiety.
en comes the stage of transition,
where the students starts to cope with
new problems and harmonize new ex-
periences with the ones they have had
before; and fourthly, the stage of ac-
ceptance where the students accepts
and adapts to the new environment
and become happier.
Explaining the symptoms of culture
shock to the attendee students, Dr.
Maner expressed signs like excessive
anger towards small issues, making an
effort to stay away from people you
consider as different; excessive home
sickness appetitive, dullness, boredom,
excessive need for sleep, head ache,
gastric disorders, depressive mood, un-

willingness to study, bouts crying, ex-
cessive cleaning and feeling sick and
exhausted most of the day. 
Some of the advices she gave for cop-
ing with culture shock were as follows:
do not expect to be perfect in this new
environment. You may have some dif-
Vculties, although students have some
knowledge about North Cyprus in
general and EMU in particular. Do
not judge this new culture before get-
ting to know it better. Do not consider
this culture as ‘better ‘or ‘worse’ than
your own culture but as something
different. Being active participant in
the university’s activities, one can learn
the culture of the EMU and North
Cyprus by living it. For example, the
students can start from the local foods.
She also reminded that students
should endeavour to keep in touch
with their families and friends in their
countries while they are in the process
of experiencing the culture of North
Cyprus. And more importantly, she
stressed, involving in groups that have
members from different cultures as
studying abroad is a special experience
and will hold a unique place in stu-
dent’s life. 

On Wednesday the 10th of Octo-
ber, the Activity Center in the
EMU held the first bicycle race

in our university. The race started from
the Rector’s office building, it continued
to Namport café, up to the Library, to the
Lala Mustafa Pasha Sports Center, then
circled around the dorms, then to the
Rector’s office again. 

The Rector of our university Professor
Abdullah Oztoprak opened the race with
a short speech he made at 5 p.m, where
he discussed the importance of sports to

our university and what aspects it has
in gathering the students from differ-
ent nationalities to be together and do
activities with each other. 

The race had 21 different teams,
each consisting of six students. Stu-
dents from Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq,
Turkey, Cyprus, Palestine, Jordan,
Nigeria and many other nationalities
joined the race. 

After almost two hours of racing, a
team from Cyprus won the race. They
received one bicycle as an award as
well receiving the golden medals.

Yazan Albarahma 

The first bicycle race on the campus 

The 4th International Conference on
Women Studies on “Gender Equality and
the Law’’ was held in Rauf Raif Denktaş

Conference and Congress Center between the
dates of October 3-5. Organized by the EMU
Center for Women’s Studies, Koç University
Center for Gender Studies and Ankara Univer-
sity Women’s Studies Center , the conference
gathered academicians from 26 different coun-
tries. 
Declaring the opening of the conference, Vice
Rector of Eastern Mediterranean University
Ülker Vancı  Osam, welcomed the participants
and showed her gratitude to see the programme
organized in the EMU. In her keynote opening
address, the Vrst guest speaker, the Chairperson
of the Turkish Cypriot Human Rights Founda-
tion, Emine Çolak, narrated the chronicles and
struggles that led to the establishment of the

human rights foundation within the region, in
search for peace and justice. Emine Çolak said
that breaches of the human rights led Cypriot
peace activists, who were business people, jour-
nalists, lawyers, artists and academicians, to es-
tablish the Turkish Cypriot Human Rights
Foundation in 2005. 
Following Çolak’s speech, Şebnem Korur Fin-
cancı, the Head of the Foundation of Human
Rights of Turkey welcomed the attendees and
highlighted the consequences of establishing the
foundation in Turkey. Fincancı elaborated on the
history of human rights struggle in Turkey after
the 1980 military coup, leading to the establish-
ment of the Foundation of Human Rights of
Turkey in 1990. 
e three days conference also featured keynote
speeches by the eminent philosophy professor
Prof. Ionna Kucuradi and Israeli peace activist
Prof. Anat Biletzki from Tel Aviv and Quinnipiac
Universities. 

e conference presentations addressed various
themes on gender studies and brought together
scholars, researchers, performers, and activists
from various disciplines to present their works
and exchange ideas on a wide range of issues in
the Velds of economics, law, politics, communi-

cation and design. Some of the topical issues on
the theme of the conference ‘’Gender Equality
and the Law’’ were law, justice and gender,
women and peace, women and violence, women
and discrimination, gender and development,
and women and public policy.
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Fire swept through the ancient cov-
ered market in the heart of the old
city of Aleppo on the 29th of Sep-
tember, and caused extensive dam-
age in the market, which is a
heritage of Middle Ages.  is bar-
baric attack has appeared in the
video footage aired by the activists
on their web site, showing the scale
of the devastation and loss that has
befallen in the market. Clouds of
dark smoke billowed over the city of
Aleppo as a result of the Vre. is
market was the spirit of Aleppo and
one of the oldest inhabited areas in
the world.
Without any deaths immediately
from the Vre, the losses are limited
to the combustion of a large part of
the rich market which is one of the
most important treasures of the an-
cient city and it is likely that this
work angers the Syrians because of
its direct relationship with the day-
to-day lives and livelihoods.
A doctor in Aleppo who presented
herself as Dima said, "It's not just

the market and shops that is
burned, but also of our spirit." On
the other hand, Brigadier Com-
mander Bashir Haji, who leads the
battle to liberate Aleppo said that
the Free Army was advancing to-
wards the center of the city of
Aleppo and that control was immi-
nent.  Brigadier Haji said he had
visited the market area. “ere is
anger, but is anger against Bashar
and his regime" he commented in
an interview. 
e market in Aleppo historically
goes back to 17th century. It was
not only a tourist destination, but
also a vital center for trade and soci-
ety. It is not clear how the Vre broke
out but it came after the clashes be-
tween the Free Army and the
regime's army. Some activists said
they tried to put out the Vre, but
they were surprised by the difficulty
extinguished because of the spread
of Syrian regime snipers on neigh-
boring buildings to the market and
their inability to put out the Vre be-
cause of the intensity of the Vre by
snipers.

Hussein Alrajab

History burns in Syria



e EMU Center for Women’s Studies  together
with Koç University Center for Gender Studies and
Ankara University Women’s Studies Center organ-
ized the 4th International Conference on Women’s
Studies, which focused on “Gender Equality and
e Law”. e conference, which was held in Rauf
Raif Denktaş Conference and Congress Center be-
tween the dates of 3-5 October, gathered many pro-
fessors, experts and professionals from different
countries to discuss important issues on women’s
rights movements and feminism in general. 
One of the most interesting people I had the chance
to meet was Professor Anat Biletzki, a philosophy
lecturer in Tel Aviv University and Quinnipiac Uni-
versity in Hamden.  She is a feminist, leftist and a
peace activist working in many organizations in the
Middle East.  She has written many articles and
conducted research on the Israeli- Palestinian con-
Wict. Professor Biletzki is a supporter of Palestinian
human rights and believes in the equality of Arabs
and Jews living in the Occupied Territories, West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. She is also a supporter of
the one state solution to end the conWict, a demo-
cratic state for all living peacefully together.
At the conference, Professor Biletzki made a speech
on “Militaristic Women: e Odd Case of Israeli
Feminism”, in which she analyzed the situation of
Israeli women who do military service. As a Pales-
tinian student at the EMU I found her speech very
interesting. e main focus of her speech was the
feminist demand in Israel for women to serve
equally in battle positions, but also to have the right
of not serving since Israel is the only country in the
world where military service for women is manda-
tory. After her speech I
was able to do an inter-
view with her.

DDeeaarr  PPrrooffeessssoorr  BBiilleettzzkkii,,  II
tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  mmeeeettiinngg
mmee  aanndd  iiff  wwee  ccoouulldd  ssttaarrtt
tthhiiss  iinntteerrvviieeww  bbyy  ddiiss--
ccuussssiinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinncciiddeenntt::    rreeee  ffeemmaallee  ssooll--
ddiieerrss,,  ccaappttuurriinngg  aa  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  ffeemmaallee,,  bblliinnddffoollddeedd
hheerr,,  hhaannddccuuffffeedd  hheerr  wwhhiillee  ssttaannddiinngg  bbeehhiinndd  hheerr  aanndd
ttaakkiinngg  ppiiccttuurreess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ““aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeenntt””..  HHooww
ddooeess  tthhaatt  rreeWWeecctt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  aarrgguummeenntt  ooff  ffeemmiinniissmm  iinn
tthhee  IIssrraaeellii  llaannddss  wwhhoo  aarree  aasskkiinngg  ffoorr  mmoorree  rriigghhttss  ffoorr
wwoommeenn  iinn  jjooiinniinngg  tthhee  aarrmmyy??

I was speaking about the internal Israeli tension
between being a feminist of one type which is a
feminist who refuses to Vght in the army and a fem-
inist who thinks that Vghting in the army is even
greater for feminism than being just non-military.
What I didn’t mention is that the speciVc part of
the army in the occupation. You are bringing up the
most painful part of being in the army. (In my
speech) I mentioned in general why people refuse to
go in. People who go in are part of an occupying
army. People who go to the army and want to prove
that they are just as good as the best Israeli soldiers
are going to make a special effort in being more ag-
gressive, better killers, better in combat, more tor-
turing than a regular soldier in their desire to prove
their point. When you get a woman who is trying
to prove that she is as good as any male soldier she
is going to be more brutal against the Palestinians
than a male. Now another thing that you brought
up is that they were laughing at a Palestinian
woman. I don’t think it really matters if it’s a Pales-
tinian man or woman. It matters that it’s a Palestin-
ian!

AAss  aa  ffeemmiinniisstt  wwhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  tthhiinnggss  ccaann  yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo
cchhaannggee  ssuucchh  ttrraaggeeddiieess??  
Perhaps because I’m am so politically involved

what I see here is the Israeli Palestinian issue
rather than the feminism issue, not if I want to

look at it through feminist eyes. I would say that
women have something to offer and I’m not stereo-
typing women but I do think women’s experience
and women’s sensitivity and the way women look at
the world is something that we can offer even to the
army. ere is a wonderful group called “Check-
point Watch”. It was put together by women and
their whole point was that as feminists they could
teach the people at the checkpoints, men or
women, to behave differently. Feminists and women
have helped in trying to get the army educated
about these kind of things. However, I’m still not
completely clear if its feminism or women because
those are two different things.

AAss  aann  IIssrraaeellii,,  hhooww  ddoo  yyoouu  sseeee  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  wwoommaann??
First of all, I consider myself a cosmopolitan. As I

told you before I am a “one stater”. I think that the
division between Jews and Palestinians in Israel is
worthless and has brought more wars. Until all
eleven millions of us, from the sea to the river, live
together, I think we’re not going anywhere. I have a
lot of Palestinian friends who are women. ere are
three populations of Palestinian women: the women
in the West Bank, in Gaza and Palestinian women
who are citizens of Israel. ey have always been
called Israeli Arabs, I can’t stand that. ey are not
Israeli Arabs. ey are Palestinians who are Israeli
citizens.  We do see some interesting sociological
things. For instance, in the past 20 to 30 years the
education of Palestinian women in Israel has gone
up. Instead of leaving school at the average age of
13 or 14, they are Vnishing high school now. Inter-
estingly, we are seeing a drop in the birth rates. So,
the whole society is changing and I work with a lot

of them in peace
movements and
human rights or-
ganizations. e
women in occu-
pied Palestine, I
think, have the
hardest life possi-

ble. ey have to Vght both for their rights in an
Arab Muslim society and against the occupation. I
think they are doing the most courageous work pos-
sible. 

YYoouu  aarree  aa  lleeffttiisstt  lliivviinngg  uunnddeerr  aann  eexxttrreemmee
rriigghhttiisstt  ZZiioonniisstt  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  ee  ggoovv--
eerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  BBeennjjaammiinn  NNee--
ttaannyyaahhuu  iiss,,  iinn  ffaacctt,,  aaggaaiinnsstt
aannyy  lleeffttiisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  IIss--
rraaeell..  DDooeess  tthhaatt  tthhrreeaatteenn
yyoouu  oorr  ppuutt  yyoouu  iinn  ddaannggeerr??

e whole society has
moved to the right and
the numbers are as-
tounding. We just

had poles three months ago. Only 18-20 percent
call themselves leftists, both radical and moderate
leftists, so the left is gone. It’s not there anymore.
e country is becoming less and less democratic.
Now that being said, I don’t think any of us is in
danger. Some people leave, some continue Vghting,
and some people internalize things and stop being a
part of the Vght. I do think that it’s becoming
harder and harder to be a leftist in Israel. Just two
weeks ago a government committee decided that
they are going to close the politics and government
department in Beer Sheva University because it’s a
“leftist department”. We never had those things. So,
yes, things are getting unbearable, but, and I say
this cynically, I don’t think there is any danger to
any of us because we are Jews. Jews don’t do any-
thing to other
Jews, even
though, yes, they
assassinated
Rabin. But I
think its unpleas-
ant being a leftist
in Israel today. It
is not dangerous
just unpleasant.
Nothing that any
of us undergoes can be compared to what the Pales-
tinians undergo.  So, yes, I have a harder time get-
ting an article on the newspaper but so what? Or
people are saying that some of us aren’t getting pro-
motions in the university. I am not even sure that is
correct. During demonstrations, the police are more
violent or more brutal, Vne. But still, when we go to
demonstrations against the wall if they arrest two Is-
raelis and two Palestinians, the two Israelis are let go
that evening and the Palestinians go in for demon-
strative detention for several weeks or several
months. It’s not pleasant being a leftist in Israel, but
it’s a good Vght! And Palestinians are the ones who
are getting the brunt of the Israeli occupation.

eerree’’ss  aann  aarrgguummeenntt  tthhaatt  ssaayyss  ““nnoott  eevveerryy  PPaalleessttiinniiaann
iiss  bboorrnn  ttoo  bbee  aa  ffrreeeeddoomm  VVgghhtteerr,,  bbuutt  eevveerryy  IIssrraaeellii  iiss
bboorrnn  ttoo  bbee  aa  ssoollddiieerr..””  HHooww  ddooeess  tthhaatt  mmaakkee  yyoouu
ffeeeell??  EEvveerryy  IIssrraaeellii  iiss  ggooiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  aarrmmyy  aanndd
ppoossssiibbllyy  kkiilllliinngg  PPaalleessttiinniiaannss..  II’’mm  aa  PPaalleess--
ttiinniiaann,,  yyoouu’’rree  ssiittttiinngg  hheerree  wwiitthh  mmee  aanndd

II  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  hheelldd  aa  gguunn  iinn  mmyy
lliiffee..  aatt’’ss  aa  hhuuggee  ddiiffffeerr--

eennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  PPaalleessttiinniiaannss
aanndd  IIssrraaeelliiss..  AAss  aa  lleeffttiisstt
ffeemmiinniisstt  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr
ggeennddeerr  eeqquuaalliittyy  iinn  tthhee
IIssrraaeellii  aarrmmyy,,  ddooeess  tthhaatt
ssuuppppoorrtt  yyoouurr  aarrgguummeenntt
oorr  mmaakkee  iitt  hhaarrddeerr  ffoorr
yyoouu  aass  aa  ssuuppppoorrtteerr  ooff

PPaalleessttiinniiaannss??
One of the rea-

sons I

think we are a cursed society is that we are a mili-
tary society. You know, when I was a child, people
used to say that we had no option but to defend
ourselves.  Today we’re a military society, we idolize
the army and I think it makes a perverse society. I
think we can explain it. I don’t justify it but I can
explain it. Jews always say that we are posttrau-
matic. We are posttraumatic and dramatized all the
time. It is a paranoid society and I think it’s a very
troubled society but the militaristic part of it just
adds on to. I’m not saying that we don’t need an
army, a defense army, but there is a distance be-
tween being a defense army and being an occupying
force, of what we have become.  We don’t need
mandatory military service anymore. If you made it
a professional army like in the United States we

could do just as
well. ere’s no
reason, as you said,
to have every baby
born being a sol-
dier.

HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  sseeee
tthhee  PPaalleessttiinniiaann
pprrooggrreessss  iinn  tthhee
UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss??

I thought that last year’s activity in the UN was
brilliant. If the Security Council is so skewed and so
biased, America is never going to vote for Palestine
becoming a member, so go differently. ere are
other ways to do it and I think what they were plan-
ning for this year is brilliant. Palestine is in UN-
ESCO now; it did make it into UNESCO which
might be the start of becoming a full member in the
UN.

DDoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  iitt  wwiillll  ssoollvvee  tthhee  ccoonnWWiicctt??
No, but it will make progress. Palestine is a soci-

ety and not a state perhaps, but a community that is
recognized. e only thing that will solve the con-

Wict is Israel getting out of
those territories.
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a Palestinian student’s interview with an Israeli professor 
When “enemies” become friends:
Yazan Albarahma

“One of the reasons we are a
cursed society is that we are a 

military society. We idolize the army”

“Israeli society has moved to
the right. The left is gone. It is 

becoming harder and harder to be a
leftist in Israel. The country is 

becoming less and less democratic.”


