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Cover: The cover artwork and creative design are an artist’s interpretation of Cypro-Minoan writing
based on a clay tablet found at Enkomi (c.1200 BC), and the map Eschkjal Qybrys, “shapes of Cyprus”
(c. 1522 AD), from the Bahriye (maritime atlas) of the Ottoman admiral and cartographer Pri Reis. On
the map a mountain range (either the Troodos or the Kyrenia range) appears in the center, seen in ele-
vation from the north (i.e. looking up from the lower left corner of the cover); significant harbors are
enlarged to provide guidance to sailors; and towns are seen in evalution from the side of approach by
sea. Towns marked include Lamnaca (Tuzla), Kyrenia (Quala’a-i Kernia), and Famagusta (Quala’a-i
Bagusa). [Sources: John Chadwick, Reading the Past: Linear B and related scripts (British Museum
Publications, 1987, p. 51); A. Stylianou and J.A. Stylianou, The History of the Cartography of Cyprus
(Nicosia: Zavallis Press, 1980,pp. 13-14,192); the original Piri Reis MS in in the manuscript collection
of the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, Cod. H.O. 192, fol. 145v.]

Kapak: Kapak tasarim ve resmi bir sanatginin yorumu olup Enkomi harabelerinde ortaya cikanlan M.O.
1200 yillarina ait Kibris-Miken yazih kil tablet ve Osmanli Amirali ve haritacisi Piri Reis tarafindan
yapilan (M.S. 2522) ve Bahriye adl denizcilik atlasinda bulunan Eskal-i Kibris haritasi resimleri yorum-
lanarak yapilmistir. Haritanin ortasinda, Kuzeyden bakildiginda (kapagin sol alt kosesinden yukarn
bakildiginda) yiikselen siradaglar goriinmektedir (Trodos veya Girne Siradaglan). Onemli Limanlar
denizlere kolaylik saglamak amaci ile biiyiitiilmiis; ve sehirler deniz tarafindan yaklagildigindaki goriis
agisindan gizilmislerdir. Haritada Larnaka (Tuzla), Girne (Hala'a-i Kernia) ve Gazimagusa (Hala' a-i
Bagusa) Sehirleri gosterilmigtir. [Kaynaklar: John Chadwick, Reading the Past: Linear B and Related
scripts (British Museum Publications, 1987, s. 51); A. Stylianou and J.A. Stylianou, The History of the
Cartography of Cypus (Nicosia: Zavallis Press, 1980, s. 13-14, 192.); Piri Reis’in bu haritasi Avusturya
Milli Kiitiiphanesi elyazmalari koleksiyonundadir, Cod. H.O. 192, fol. 145v.]
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The Center for Cyprus Studies

Director: Ulker Vanci Osam i e
Board of Directors: Ayhan Bilsel, Halil Nadiri, Hasan Cicioglu, Kamile Imer,
M. Kansu, Naciye Dorath

The Center for Cyprus Studies at Eastern Mediterranean University was e§tab--
lished in 1995 for the purpose of encouraging scholarly research on the cultural histo-
ry and political problems of Cyprus. The fields of researcj‘h supp9neq b.y the Ce.nter
range from archeology, anthropology and economics to history, linguistics and folk-
lore. . !

In collaboration with the University Library, the Center is working to develop doc-
umentation resources on all aspects of the history of Cyprus, and, as part of its mission
to establish collaborative projects aimed at the development and preservation of the
historical and cultural heritage of the island, is fostering close contacts with other insti-
tutions involved in related research. As the Center grows, its resources will include
online bibliographical services; audiovisual facilities and archives such as videotapes,
diapositives, photographs and microfilm; and rare book and manuscript collections.

The Center for Cyprus Studies coordinates research projects and hosts scholars in
fields of study of relevance to its mission. The Center also organizes an annual con-
gress on Cyprus-related studies, and issues the biannual Journal of Cyprus Studies,
JES:

Kibris Arastirmalar1 Merkezi

Bagkan: Ulker Vanci Osam

Yionetim Kurulu: Ayhan Bilsel, Halil Nadiri, Hasan Cicioglu, Kamile imer, M.Kansu,
Naciye Dorath

Kibris Arastirmalari Merkezi, Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi biinyesinde, Kibns'in
kiiltiirel tarihi ve siyasi sorunlar ile ilgili bilimsel aragtirmalarn tesvik etmek amaci ile
1995’ de kurulmugtur. Arastirma alanlari arkeolojiden antropolojiye, ekonomiden tar-
ihe, dilbilimden folklora uzanan genis bir yelpazeye yayimigtir,

Merkez, Universite Kiitiiphanesinin isbirligi ile, Kibris arastirmalarini her yoniiyle
iceren bir kaynak arsivi olugturmay: amaglamaktadir. Bu arsiv, olanaklar gelistikce
video-bantlar, dia-pozitifler, fotograflar ve mikrofilmler gibi gorsel ve igitsel kay-
naklar ile, argivler, ender bulunan kitaplar ve el yazmasi koleksiyonlarin da igerecek-
tir. Ayrica, Kibris arastirmalari konusunda faaliyet gosteren diger kuruluslarla Kibrs'
in tarihi ve kiiltiirel mirasin1 korumak ve gelistirmek icin ortak projeler gelistirmek de
Merkez’in hedefleri arasindadir,

Kibris Arastirmalan Merkezi arastirma projelerinin gergeklesmesinde esgiidiimii
saglamanin yani sira, misyonuna uygun alanlarda arastirma yapan bilim adamlarina ve
akademisyenlere ev sahipligi de yapmaktadir. Merkez aym zamanda, Kibnis ile ilgili

arastirmalarin sunulup tartigildig yillik Kongreler diizenlemekte ve yilda iki kez gikan
Kibris Aragtirmalan Dergisini yayinlamaktadir.
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Editorial Policy

The Journal of Cyprus Studies, JCS, is a refereed, international, interdisciplinary
publication whose primary purpose is twofold: i) to develop an authoritative archive
and bibliography of sources for the study of ideas on social, cultural, historical, polit-
ical and legal matters relevant to the past, present or future of the island of Cyprus; and
ii) to provide a scholarly, academic forum for the analysis, development, exchange and
critique of ideas on these matters.

The Journal is bilingual, and publishes material in English and/or Turkish.
Articles submitted for consideration must focus on subject matter specific to the island
of Cyprus, and may include (but are not restricted to) the following topics and areas of
interest: analysis of archeological artifacts; the culture of the Egyptians, Romans,
Persians; the Eastern Roman Empire, the Crusades; Lusignans, Venetians and
Ottomans; art, literature, music; cartography, military history and technology: trade
routes, water and natural resources; the geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean, Cold
War, EEC and superpower concerns, contemporary developments in international law,
conflict resolution, war; race, religion, ethnicity, nationhood, colonial and post-colo-
nial perspectives, identity. Suggestions for other subject areas will be considered by
the Editor.

Material published in the Journal may include original critical essays or studies,
statements of reasoned opinion, sustained critical responses to published material,
book reviews, translations, photographs, reproductions of works of art or cultural arti-
facts, interviews, official documents, transcripts of media broadcasts, or reprints of
significant texts. The Journal does not publish partisan material dealing with the inter-
nal administration or politics of Eastern Mediterranean University, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus, or the Republic of Turkey.

Because of the unique legal and political contexts of the peoples of Cyprus, prob-
lems of ideological and methodological bias in the writing of history are a central issue
for the Journal, and one of its primary objectives is to establish definitive and author-
itative texts for primary source material in the history of Cyprus. Accordingly, an
occasional issue of the Journal will contain an archive of significant historical, legal,
political and cultural documents related to this history, meticulously copy-edited and
authenticated, with annotations provided where significant textual variants exist. The
purpose is to make these documents available to researchers, without censorship, and
foregrounding problems of distortion caused by translation or other forms of interpre-
tation.

The Journal of Cyprus Studies does not discriminate against contributions on the
basis of the nationality, race, ethnicity, religion or gender of the contributors; nor on
the basis of their points of view or conclusions, provided that they are conveyed by
careful, reasoned argument and discussion. Submissions are sent anonymously for
review to readers whose identities also remain confidential. The Editor may, where
complex issues are concerned, invite other contributors to submit critical evaluations
and responses to an article, or alternative perspectives; and these may be published

simultaneously.
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Derginin Amaci

JCS-Kibris Aragtirmalari Dergisi igeriK bakimindan ¢ok yonliiliige sahip ulus-
lararasi bir dergi olup temel misyonu sdyle szetlenebilir: i) Kibris adasmn gecmisi,
gelecedi ve bugiinii ile ilintili toplumsal, kiiltiirel, tarihsel, siyasi, hukuksal konular ve
sorunlar ile ilgili ¢aligmalara etkin bir argiv ve kaynakg¢a olusturmak; ii) sozii edilen
konular ve sorunlarla ilgili fikirlerin geligtirilebilecegi, tartigilacag, goris
aligverisinde bulunulabilecegi, bilimsel ve akademik bir forum olust.unnak.

Dergi ingilizce ve Tiirkge olarak iki dilde yayinlanmaktadir. Incelenmek iizere
dergiye gonderilen makaleler icerik bakimindan Kibris adasi ile ilgili olmahdir.
Dergi'ye gonderilen makaleler, belirtilen konularla kisith olmamakla birlikte su konu-
lan igerebilir: arkeolojik eserlerin incelenmesi; Misir, Roma ve Pers kiiltiirleri; Dogu
Roma imparatorlugu ve Hagl Seferleri; Lusinyanlar, Venedikliler ve Osmanlilar;
sanat, edebiyat, miizik: haritacilik, askeri tarih ve teknoloji; ticaret yollari, su ve dogal
kaynaklar; Dogu Akdeniz'in siyasal cografyasi; Soguk Savas, Avrupa Birligi, siiper

1. uluslararasi hukuk ile ilgili yeni gelismeler, ¢6ziim oneri-

gii¢lerin blgesel ¢ikarlar
omiirgecilik sonrasi

leri, savas; 1rk, din, etnik koken, ulus kavrami, somiirgecilik ve s
yaklagimlar, kimlik sorunu. Diger konularla ilgili oneriler Editor tarafindan

degerlendirilecektir.
Dergi'de yaymnlanacak olan yazilar ozgiin ele
anan kisisel fikirler, onceden yayinlanmig yazi ve yapitlara yonelik

kitap tanitim ve incelemeleri, ceviriler, fotograflar, sanat ve kiiltiir
eserlerinin baskilari, soylesiler, resmi belgeler, medya yaymnlarinin kopyalari, basin
agiklamalari, veya snemli metinlerin yeni baskilari olabilir. Dergi, Dogu Akdeniz
Universitesi, Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumbhuriyeti veya Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti'nin igigleri ve
siyaseti ile ilgili yanh yazilari yayinlamaz.

Kibris'ta yasayan halklarin kendilerine 6zgi yasal ve siyasal kosullari nedeniyle
ideolojik veya yontemsel dnyarginin tarihin yazilmasindaki etkin rolii Dergi icin ana
meseleyi olusturdugundan, Dergi'nin temel amaglarindan biri, Kibris tarihinde kesin
ve yetkin yazilardan meydana gelen bir ana kaynakga olusturmaktir. Bu nedenle,
zaman zaman Dergi'nin bir sayis1 Kibris tarihi ile ilgili, tarihsel, hukuksal, siyasal ve
kiiltiirel belgelerden olusan titiz bir gaisma sonucu elde edilmis, dikkatle kurgulanmig
ve dogrulanmus bir arsiv igerecek ve gereken yerlerde gesitli ve degisik belgelerle ilgili
dipnotlar verilecektir. Amag, bu belgeleri sansiirden uzak bir bigimde arastirmacilarin
kullammna sunmak ve bunu yaparken ceviriden veya yon farkliliklanndan kay-
naklanan sorunlara da dikkat ¢ekmektir.

Kibris Arastrmalan Dergisi, milliyet, 1k, etnik koken, din veya cinsiyet farki
gozetmeksizin, bakis acilar veya vardiklari sonuglar itibar1 ile, itinali ve mantikh
tartigma iceren yazilara agiktir. Dergi‘ye gonderilen biitiin yazilar, degerlendirilmek
iizere incelenirken yazarin oldugu kadar hakemin de kimlikleri sakh tutulur.
Tartismaya acik konular s6z konusu oldugunda, Editér herhangi bir makaleye iligkin
elestirel degerlendirmeler, yamtlar veya alternatif yaklagimlar igin bagka
arastirmacilardan goriis isteyebilir ve bu konudaki biitiin goriigler Dergi'nin ayni
sayisinda yer alir.

stirel denemeler veya aragtirmalar,

uslamlamaya day
elestirel yanitlar,
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Editor’s Note

In my first issue as editor of Journal of Cyprus Studies, I would like to express my
appreciation to Johann Pillai, the former editor, for his valuable contributions to the
Journal during his editorship.

With this issue, I welcome Barry Wood as the assistant editor. I am also happy to
welcome the following new members to the Journal of Cyprus Studies Editorial
Board: Miige Sevketoglu, Tilman Liidke, Kamile Imer, Yakup Kepenek, and Mehmet
Tahiroglu, and thank Mehmet Garip and Wojciech Forysinski for agreeing to remain
on the Board. The members of the Editorial Advisory Board have also kindly agreed
to continue lending their support to the Journal. 1 offer sincere thanks on behalf of the
Journal and myself to each and every of them.

Finally, I gratefully acknowledge the contributions and assistance of the following
individuals to this double issue of the Journal of Cyprus Studies: Stephen Bosworth,
Ahmet Kocaman, Tilman Liidke for their comments on some manuscripts, William
Haney for his moral support and assistance in editing the papers, Anber Onar for the
cover and graphic design, and Ersev Sarper for supervising the final formatting and
printing. Last but not the least, I thank Professor Abdullah Oztoprak, Vice-Rector at
Eastern Mediterranean University, for his generous support.

In This Double Issue

The articles in this double issue of the Journal of Cyprus Studies address diverse areas
of concern for the readers.

® Paul Larbalestier and Bekir Volkan discuss the state of technical/vocational educa-
tion in the TRNC today, seeking the root causes of its difficulties in the history ef
British attitudes to education and proposing remedies based on recent developments in
Australian education reform.

e Malcolm Fisk’s paper takes a look at the problems of housing and land that will
inevitably arise in any settlement of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot political
disputes, particularly as regards the attitudes of both parties toward return and reset-
tlement.

e Wilbert Reuben Norman's piece is a brief ethnographic description of a family from
Aydinkdy, supported by extensive photographic supplementation.

* Ejdan Sadrazam’s paper attempts to examine feudalism in Cyprus from the begin-
ning of the First Crusade to the demise of Venetian rule in 1571.

e Kamile Imer’s paper investigates how sentence-final intonation patterns change,
especially in question statements in Turkish Cypriot dialect, and compares it with stan-
dard Turkish.

e Fiisun Coban Doskaya adopts a Contingency Analysis framework to analyze the
Cyprus-related press briefings and press conferences offered by American diplomats,
with a view to outlining a general ‘mental map’ of the officials.
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Starting with this issue, the Journal presents a ‘Reviews’ section. Reviews can
make an important contribution to the dissemination of knowledge, ideas and views,
Review articles may be submitted for consideration and will be processed in the same
way as article submissions. In this issue,

e Michael Moran reviews Ahmet Gazioglu's book Cyprus: The Island of Sustained
Crises, Vol .2, and

® Meltem Kelepir reviews Nazmiye Celebi’s M.A. dissertation Kibris Agz.mda Soru
Tiimcelerinde Ezgi (The Intonation Patterns of Question Statements in Cypriot Turkish

Dialect). :
The last section in the Journal presents a comprehensive bibliography of the stud-

ies carried out on Turkish Cypriot dialect, compiled by Necdet Osam and Meltem
Kelepir.

The Journal will carry an occasional ‘Dialogue’ section to print brief but substan-
tive comments on aspects of the Journal content — articles or reviews. We invite you
to consider framing your reactions to what you read into brief, written commentaries
and submitting them to be considered for publication in a forthcoming Dialogue sec-

tion of the Journal.

Ulker Vanc Osam

Center for Cyprus Studies

Eastern Mediterranean University

Gazimagusa, North Cyprus, via Mersin 10, Turkey
E-mail: ulker.osam@emu.edu.tr

— |
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Technical/Vocational Education in the TRNC: Its
Development, the Present Situation and Some
Recommendations for the Future

Paul Larbalestier™ and Bekir Volkan™*
* Project Manager for Training and Development, States of Jersey, England
**Gazimagusa Ticaret Lisesi, Gazimagusa, TRNC

Abstract

This paper describes the situation of technical/vocational education in the
TRNC. It traces some of the problems it faces to structures inherent in the
pre-1960 British colonial ideology, which evolved from British social atti-
tudes to education. The authors then discuss systems that face similar
problems, such as Australia, and suggest how recent strategies in techni-
cal/vocational education in the state of Victoria might prove helpful in

North Cyprus.

Key words: North Cyprus, technical/vocational education, pre-1960

()zet
Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti’ nde Teknik ve Mesleki Egitimin Geligimi,
Bugiinii ve Gelecege Doniik Oneriler

Bu calismada yazarlar KKTC’deki teknik ve mesleki egitimin tarihsel u
siirecini ele almakta, bugiin karsilagilan kimi sorunlarin kokeninin 1960
oncesi Ingiliz koloni donemine kadar uzandigini belirtmektedirler.
Calismada, teknik ve mesleki egitimde benzer sorunlar1 olan Avustralya
gibi iilkelerdeki durum tartisilmakta, Victoria eyaletindeki teknik ve
mesleki egitim stratejilerinin Kuzey Kibris’ta nasil uygulanabilecegine

iliskin 6neriler sunulmaktadur.

Anahtar sozciikler: Kuzey Kibris, teknik ve mesleki egitim, 1960 dncesi

donem
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Paul Larbalestier and Bekir Volkan

The Turkish community of Northern Cyprus has existeq ,. .
independent, albeit largely unrecognized, state for nearly a quarie, nr(m
century. The TRNC's socio-economic problems have much to do vy, .
dilemr}la created by the conflicting demands for ongoing development ;u:‘j
the need to retain a coherent cultural identity. This challenge is Ct’nrwi;
on the demand from employers for steady supply of relatively Chc:
labor—provided by the importation of semi or u?skllled labor ;‘M;_
Turkey—together with high incentives for the most skilled members Ih»:
local labor force to emigrate to thriving, overseas urban centers, ‘

The departure of able Turkish Cypriots from Cyprus is nothing .,
Under Ottoman rule, Istanbul, the capital of the Empire, was inevitgp), -
magnet for ambitious and gifted Turkish Cypriots like Kamil Pash, u
Turkish Prime Minister who negotiated Britain’s free lease of Cypy n'}
1878. The history of the island in the 20th century has accentuate the
process. In the 1020s. Ataturk’s appeal to all Turks to help rebuild
motherland drew thousands of energetic young Turkish Cypriots gy,
from their native island. The anti-British EOKA violence of the 195,
began a process of Turkish Cypriot emigration to Australia, Britaip (,
North America that rapidly accelerated after 1963, when the Greeks ey,
a systematic ethnic cleansing of all Cypriot Muslims. Two indirect ndx-\m_
tages to the present community have been produced by these disaster
The first has been the conscious cultivation of English as an internation,
language, both in the education system of the TRNC and in the commun
ty. Secondly, there has been a steady injection of overseas capital it
local businesses and construction work. The major problem for the local
economy, on the other hand, has been the ease with which skilled peopl:
can leave to work in Melbourne, London or Boston, under the patronag:
of relatives and friends already established there.

The trauma of modern Turkish Cypriot history should not blind us |
the universality of some of our problems. From the Caribbean to the
Shetlands and the South Pacific to the Faroes, the loss of skilled native
workers and the dilution of the indigenous populations are common con-
cerns of hundreds of insular communities. This recognition should help v
to become eclectic and to be prepared to draw upon a range of intern:
tional models in our search for possible strategies to offset the danger o'
a communal loss of identity.

A definition of some of the specifics of the situation in the TRNC
must, however, be examined before references to international solution
can have much meaning. It also needs to be stated clearly that a rigoro®
political analysis of these issues is beyond the competence of the
authors. Our contribution will be limited to suggesting how the organiz"

presenl

__.‘
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JCS

tion of education within the island might better ameliorate some of the dif- |
ficulties faced by economic planners and politicians.

To encourage Turkish Cypriot expatriate resettlement in the island and
sustained investment and growth, the TRNC needs to provide an efficient,
island-wide network of trade skills and services. The island is much too
small to function with the regional variations in the quality of skills and
services that exist in a large country like Turkey. Unreliable quality in one 5
sector of the economy will inevitably have a negative effect on the whole.
A building may have been well constructed, but if its electrical wiring or
plumbing is of sub-standard quality the value and habitability of the whole
structure becomes radically downgraded. Men and women used to the
sophisticated urban lifestyles of Australia or North America will be dis-
couraged from returning home — or from making significant capital invest-
ments — in a community whose basic service infrastructure is too far
below the standards they have come to regard as normal. One must say
that the same applies to overseas investors and Turkish nationals with very
high levels of expertise in such fields as medicine, engineering, education
or financial management. The friendly community and superb environ-
ment of North Cyprus may be ideal for holiday visits, but of less induce-
ment for the commitment of a career or the sacrifice of a superior lifestyle.

The concern of this paper is the cultivation of those skills that under-
pin the success of the trade and services infrastructure: motor and electri-
cal engineering, tourism and catering, skilled trades in construction and
building maintenance, craft and design, and office management. Eight
main vocational colleges in the TRNC provide training in these disci-
plines. These recruit students in the 14-18 year age range.

To avoid confusion, it must be stated that vocational courses in office
management are options at several of the academic secondary schools.
Also, the Dil ve Ticaret Gece Enstitiisii in Lefkosa provides commercial
evening classes for adults. In citing these eight technical/vocational col- m
leges, the authors have included the students of the sub-units of the
Endiistri Pratik Sanat Okulu at Giizelyurt under the parent institution.
With these clarifications, the colleges, their locations and student enroll-
ments (as of May 2002) are given below:

S —

SeE S

TR T AR o v

Kumyali Peninsula: ~ Karpaz Meslek Lisesi (147)
Magusa ] Dr Fazil Kiigiik Endiistri Meslek Lisesi  (280)
Gazimagusa Meslek Lisesi (girls only) (82)
Gazimagusa Ticaret Lisesi (70)
Lefkosa . Sedat Simavi Endiistri Meslek Lisesi (567)
Pratik Kiz Sanat Okulu (girls only) (72)
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Paul Larbalestier and Bekir Volkan

Lefke : Cengiz Topel Endiistri Meslek Lisesi (84)
Giizelyurt :  Endiistri Pratik Sanat Okulu (52)

As student enrollment has been added in parentheses, it can be seen
that there were some 1,354 students attending technical/vocational train-
ing in May of 2002. As a proportion of the island’s total population, this
figure does not reflect badly on local provision. If we take the British
island of Jersey, with a population of 90,000, as an example, we see that
around 800 students were full-time technical/vocational trainees there
during 1998, a number roughly proportional to that of the TRNC.

Two points indicate significant differences of emphasis between North
Cyprus and Jersey. First, the British island now has quite specific legisla-
tion to define the scope, remit and implementation of technical/vocation-
al education. Secondly, the legislative framework of Jersey — it is inde-
pendent of Westminster and the EEC — places more pressure upon all local
employers to use properly qualified staff than the present controls in the
TRNC. The present paper will consider the implications of these points.

The system of qualifications now in place in Jersey allows techni-
cal/vocational students to use their credits to access the British higher edu-
cation system throughout their working lives. Students registering on
vocational studies can thus feel part of a clearly integrated
educational/employment system operating at both local and national lev-
els. In the TRNC, too, since 1999 graduates of technical/vocational
schools have been legally entitled to enroll at the related departments of
the universities, both in the TRNC and Turkey, without entrance exami-
nations to pursue their further studies. In addition, they will be able to get
government scholarships with no requirements at all.

In the TRNC, the laws covering technical/vocational training are two
statutes, updated in April 1998, that serve as umbrella legislation for all
forms of secondary education: The Mesleki Teknik Ogretim Dairesi
(69/89), which stipulates the curriculum to be followed by vocational col-
leges, and the General Ortadgretim Dairesi (50/89), which sets the condi-
tions of service and employment for all teachers in the state education sys-
tem. In the absence of specific statutes on the intended social function,
ethos, and collective mission of technical/vocational work, the role of the
directors of the various colleges assumes a new significance. Put simply,
it will be their personal educational aims and their daily administrative
decisions that will decide the framework in which vocational studies
evolve in the island into the new millenium.

It was this realization which prompted Volkan, the co-author of this
article, to set up a group interview with a representative number of direc-
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tors of technical/vocational colleges in May 1999. The one-hour discus-
sion was taped and the meeting chaired by a member of the Faculty of
Media and Communications at EMU, who has extensive experience of
group research work. The meeting explored the three points outlined
above and then invited a full and frank discussion of the personal concerns
and educational philosophies of the individual directors. The text of this
tape has provided Volkan with the foundations for his ongoing research
into this field of education, and reference to some of the directors’ joint
concerns will be useful at this point.

The college directors were concerned by what they described as exces-
sive parental anxiety that children enter the academic sector of secondary
education — regardless of the aptitude or interests of the individual child.
Perhaps inevitably, the next problem they all identified was a low level of
self-esteem among vocational students. Despite the fact that their teachers
regarded the overwhelming majority of those in training as gifted at craft
and technical work, with a small number of engineering graduates enter-
ing university study every year, the vocational college students saw them-
selves as the ‘failures’ of the education system. All the directors stressed
the existing and growing demand for technical/vocational qualifications in
both the North Cypriot and Turkish economies. It was not difficult to
place graduates on the local labor market, and in some cases demand
exceeded supply. Yet all agreed that legislative pressure upon employers
to give preference to formally qualified job applicants and the develop-
ment of a much higher public perception of the value and social impor-
tance of vocational training were aims that had to be striven for.

A traditional view of academic secondary education as being of
intrinsically higher social status than technical or craft skills is deeply
rooted in the British education system, which strongly influenced Cypriot
education from 1878 to 1932 and controlled it directly between 1933 and
1960. So, indeed, is its corollary, an unfair sense of educational inferiori-
ty amongst those students whose aptitudes place them in technical/voca-
tional work. There is no single, swift solution to complex social attitudes,
but their negative effect has been recognized both in Britain and in the
Australian States — which inherited the British prejudice — and this paper
will include a brief overview of some of these initiatives.

State education was introduced late into England and Wales (Scotland
evolved a separate system) and it was not until the 1870 Forster Education
Act that the state took responsibility for providing several years of pri-
mary schooling that became compulsory for all children. The social-eco-
nomic case for basic universal literacy and for the school socialization of
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poor children had been apparent long before 1870, but a major political
division had blocked it. Prior to Forster’s Act, there had been three main
providers of education in England and Wales. At the top of the education-
al pyramid were the major public schools, which educated the sons of the
aristocracy and those able to enter the social establishment. Unlike the
American public school system, the British schools are elite, fee paying
and exclusive. Next in the social hierarchy came the fee-paying board
schools. These ranged from old grammar schools, which provided a high
quality classical education, down to city schools that gave basic literacy
and numeracy. On the lowest rung came the free schools, termed ‘ragged
schools’ even in official reports. The overwhelming majority of schools
received funding from factory owners and manufacturers. Some industri-
alists, like Robert Owen of New Lanark Mills, were men of high social
and religious principle who regarded educational provision as a moral
duty. Men of less philanthropic conviction were coerced into school pro-
vision by a succession of Factory Acts, which gradually made employers
responsible for the spiritual and educational care of children in their
employ.

The only approach to technical and craft education prior to the 1880s
came in a small number of the factory schools and in initiatives intended
to help older workers, such as the Mechanics Institutes, founded by
George Birbeck, which gave technical instruction and lectures to skilled
and unskilled workers. The curricula of the major public schools, and of
the minor schools and board foundations which sought to emulate them,
were based upon Latin and Greek language and literature, with a little
contemporary Maths and Geography. The major reforms of Dr Arnold at
Rugby in the 1830s, which removed many of the savage and anarchic ele-
ments of school life by making senior boys of good character responsible
for order, had a lasting effect upon the ethos of public school education,
but left the curricula virtually unchanged. Britain’s wealth and power was
based upon technical, manufacturing, and commercial expertise that the
established gentry — and the rising middle class who aspired to join them
— treated with disdain. By the 1860s, no gentleman would consider engi-
neering, manufacture, or trade as a respectable occupation. As Disraeli’s
novel Coningsby reveals, the British establishment cultivated a rigid bias
towards the industrial source of the country’s wealth. The social percep-
tion of an uncouth, illiterate, arrogant, grasping and unscrupulous
Northern factory owner was a popular figment of the genteel imagination
long before Charles Dickens portrayed its caricature in Bounderby, in the
novel Hard Times. Dickens lampoons the factory school, with its empha-
sis on facts, and ridicules its soulless pedagogue Gradgrind, all grist to the
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mill for a successful entrant to the upper middle class and his readers.
Dickens makes no suggestions as to how the education of the Coketown
children might have been improved, or, more significantly, who would
fund it if Bounderby were not there. This is no surprise, as the whole novel
skates rapidly over the surface of a problem that was a political crisis in
mid-Victorian society.

The British establishment was centered upon the Anglican High
Church, whose secular head was the English monarch. Anglicanism was
the official Protestant denomination of England and Wales, and its bish-
ops claimed ultimate authority over secular and religious instruction in all
schools. The factory owners and manufacturers, who actually paid for the
free schools, were almost all members of the Low Church, a Unitarian
Protestant sect, and as such they rejected the spiritual supremacy of the
Anglican Church leaders and their claim to control education. As a result,
English and Welsh education was trapped for decades in an impasse over
who would fund and who would control state education. The manufactur-
ers, who were willing to extend financing, were unacceptable to the
Anglican establishment, who were themselves unwilling to raise the
necessary revenues through taxes. When state education was finally begun
in 1870, the Anglican Church was dominant and brought with its influence
the deeply ingrained establishment bias against technical and trade educa-
tion.

The first major challenge to the new educational order came in the late
1880s when British politicians noted with alarm that Britain’s dominance
in world trade was being successfully challenged, both by America and by
the newly united Germany. Not least among their observations was the
fact that America and Germany placed a marked emphasis upon technical
expertise in their educational curricula. The British response was the 1889
Technical Instruction Act, which required all large education authorities
to raise revenues to fund scientific, technical and commercial education.
As the only funds readily available came from brewery compensation pay-
ments. the new technical schools were soon known as ‘whisky schools’
(Sharp and Dunford 1990, 10-12).

Notwithstanding the ridicule in their nickname, the new schools were
a success in the training they provided, but employers and the education-
al establishment soon eroded them. The 1889 Act had not made technical
training compulsory, nor did it specify who was legally obliged to fund it.
Local authorities soon began to ask Parliament for funds, but were quick-
ly refused, whilst the curricula of the colleges were deliberately slanted
towards ‘genteel’ subjects like artistic drawing and art appreciation. Most
of the schools drifted into liberal arts and teacher training colleges.
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Employers were a different generation from tradesman mill owners like
Robert Owen. They distrusted what they saw as a socialist ager?dz} in
worker education organizations like the Workers Education Association,
and instead supported apprenticeship schemes. These gave workers a
slow, usually narrowly job—specific training and made them legglly bOUHFl
to their employer. This pattern of training was to remain domln.ant' until
the 1940s and, allowing for regional variations, would have a major influ-
ence on trade education in both the Cypriot and Australian education sys-
tems, as would the post-World War Two reforms. kil
The Second World War exposed serious technical skill deficiencies
throughout the British workforce and education and trainin.g bec.:ame,
briefly, national priorities. The 1943 Norwood report on education laid the
foundation for a three-tier education structure which would determine the
essential framework for British and Australian secondary education until
the early 1960s. It is the educational pattern that was left in Cyprus at the
granting of independence in 1960, and still provides the organizational
principle of post-1974 education in the TRNC. At the head of the pyramid
was the elite private sector, linked to the state through grants and scholar-
ship schemes for the most able state pupils. In the center was the state
grammar school structure, whose curricula followed the classical academ-
ic format of the top private schools, whilst the broad base was built upon
secondary schools that offered technical/vocational qualifications. The
limitations of the scheme were soon to become apparent, as local funding
and the most able teachers gravitated to the two upper tiers. Technical
teaching remained under-funded, with uncoordinated, or non-existent,
links to the needs of the economy and its students openly regarded as the
‘failures’ of the education system.
~ Within Cyprus, during the same half century, an inspired but short-
lived experiment in vocational training for Turkish Cypriots was begun in
1905. Dr Hafiz Cemal, a member of the Young Turks Organization,
moved to Cyprus and began a free technical/vocational training school for
poor Turkish Cypriot boys in Lefkosa (Yiicel 1997). The students were
taught one or more trades from a curriculum that included carpentry, cob-
bling, tailoring, hat-making, book-binding, tin and blacksmith work, and
umbrella repair. Dr Cemal’s organization may have been too thorough and
professional. For as soon as his students (in their school uniforms and
using the official site obtained for them) started to sell their products and
advertise their skills in the bazaar, the local Turkish merchants and trades-
e began an angry campaign to close the school. One suspects, in hind-
sight, that it was not just commercial competition that caused offence but
an unstated challenge to communal hierarchy by educating boys normally
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destined for the most menial labor. The school was forced to close in 1907
and Dr Cemal returned to Turkey.

At the state level, the need for technical, commercial and agricultural
training had been discussed in meetings as early as 1902 (Yiicel 1997, 45).
The issue was addressed directly in the excellent and far-sighted education
report of 1913 prepared by Talbot and Cape. The refusal of the Greek
leaders to cede any control over education in their community meant that
dual facilities would have had to be provided for both communities, an
impossible financial burden. The Nicosia Agricultural College was
opened late in 1913, but general technical/vocational training was sparse
and unstructured even after British control in 1933. From the end of the ;
Second World War the Cypriot system ‘ghosted’ the Norwood strategy of ;
England and Wales. High academic achievers were coached towards i
excellent passes in the English matriculation exams and the chance of a f
university scholarship in Britain, usually to prepare for a career in law, h
medicine or the upper levels of the Civil Service. The middle academic
rung would provide English speaking bureaucrats, teachers, government {
officers, bank clerks and middle rank police officers. Those in the lowest
rung would leave after a few years of schooling to work on the family
land, begin years of slow apprenticeships or compete for unskilled labor.

British colonial education strategy, from the 1830s and Macauley’s
years at the India Office that produced the Madras policy, had concentrat-
ed on producing a local elite of Platonic governors and their assistants, not
a functional, autonomous economy. At the time of independence there
were English—trained lawyers, medical doctors and administrators, but
few technicians, engineers, academics, or efficient middle rank public
administrators.

The post-independence period in Cyprus soon proved to be a very dark
one indeed for Turkish Cypriots. The period 1963-1974 can be seen as the
eleven lost years of Turkish Cypriot development. Personal and commu- m
nal survival, in the face of terrorist attacks, became paramount and educa-
tion was pushed underground, to struggle on through the efforts of a small
number of dedicated teachers in often near-impossible conditions. The
1974 Turkish creation of a Muslim safe haven left the community secure
but heavily weakened by violence, emigration, and a devastated social
infrastructure.

It perhaps says much for the Turkish Cypriot’s innate sense of a
specifically Cypriot identity — despite their near annihilation — that they
chose to retain a distinctive and internally autonomous education system.
Integration with Turkish State qualifications and large areas of its cur-
riculum was unavoidable, but the TRNC system has evolved a far more
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