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ABSTRACT

Cultural heritage is a vital aspect of a community's identity, encompassing unique
traditions, customs, values, and artifacts passed down through generations.
Conservation ensures its continuation and transfer to future generations. It fosters unity
among diverse ethnic and religious communities, promoting mutual understanding and
respect. Religious heritage, including sacred texts, rituals, architecture, and art,
provides continuity and identity to religious communities, fostering spiritual
connection and understanding. It also offers insights into religion's history, promoting
cross-cultural understanding and interfaith dialogue. Monastery heritage preserves the
rich history and traditions of monastic communities, highlighting their religious and

social roles.

Antioch, a city with a rich cultural heritage, is a hub for reconciliation among the three
major monotheistic religions. Its religious edifices, including monastic establishments,
contribute to its cultural heritage. However, a recent earthquake has severely damaged

the area's monasteries and towns.

The aim of this thesis is to formulate a comprehensive model of behavior designed to
effectively and culturally sensitize the community about the profound significance of
Saint Simeon Monastery's as religious heritage, powerful instrument for fostering
reconciliation in the post-earthquake period. Situated in Antioch, a district of profound
historical and cultural importance encompassing three major monotheistic religions
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam the objective is to facilitate the return and

reintegration of communities affected by the earthquake. This involves encouraging

il



relocation to Antioch, assisting in the establishment of residences, and strategically
utilizing the monasteries as central components in a broader framework aimed at

promoting reconciliation within the diverse religious fabric of the region.

The thesis consists of mixed research design, combining quantitative and qualitative
methodologies, to examine the role of Saint Simeon Monastery's religious heritage in
reconciliation post-earthquake in Antioch. The study contains historical data and a
comparative approach, focusing on two monasteries based on UNESCO criteria. This
comprehensive assessment will provide insights into the impact of religious heritage
on natural disaster recovery. The thesis fills the research gap on cultural heritage,
community resilience and reconciliation after natural disasters by investigating the

impact of earthquakes on Saint Simeon's Monastery.

Keywords: cultural heritage, historical religious buildings, earthquake, coexistence,

reconciliation
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Kiiltiirel miras, bir toplulugun kimliginin 6nemli bir yoniidiir ve essiz gelenekleri, orf
ve adetleri, degerleri ve nesiller boyunca aktarilan eserleri igerir. Koruma, bu mirasin
devamini ve gelecek nesillere aktarilmasini saglar. Cesitli etnik ve dini topluluklar
arasinda birligi tesvik eder, karsilikli anlayisi ve saygiy1 destekler. Dini miras, kutsal
metinler, ritiieller, mimari ve sanat dahil olmak iizere dini topluluklara siireklilik ve
kimlik saglar, manevi baglantiy1 ve anlayis1 tesvik eder. Ayrica dinin tarihine dair
icgoriiler sunarak kiiltiirlerarasi anlayis1 ve dinler arasi diyalogu tesvik eder. Manastir
mirasi, manastir topluluklariin zengin tarihini ve geleneklerini korur, dini ve sosyal

rollerini vurgular.

Antakya, {i¢ biiylik tek tanrili din arasinda uzlagmanin bir merkezi olan zengin bir
kiiltiirel mirasa sahip bir sehirdir. Dini kurumlar, manastir kurumlar1 dahil, kiilttirel
mirasina katkida bulunur. Ancak, yakin zamanda yasanan bir deprem bolgedeki

manastirlart ve sehri ciddi sekilde zarara ugratmastir.

Bu tezin amaci, Antakya'daki deprem sonrasinda Saint Simeon Manastiri'nin dini
mirasinin, uzlagsmay1 tesvik etme amaciyla toplumu etkili ve kiiltiirel olarak duyarli bir
sekilde bilinglendiren kapsamli bir davranis modeli olusturmaktir. Antakya'da, {i¢
biiyiik tek tanrili din olan Hristiyanlik, Yahudilik ve islam" kapsayan derin tarihi ve
kiiltiirel 6neme sahip bir bolge olan Antakya'da bulunan Saint Simeon Manastiri,
depremden etkilenen topluluklarin geri doniisiinii ve yeniden entegrasyonunu

kolaylagtirmak amacglanmaktadir. Bu, Antakya'ya yerlesimi tesvik etmeyi, yerlesim



yerlerinin kurulmasina yardimci olmay1 ve manastirlart bolgenin gesitli dini dokusunu

tesvik etmeyi igerir.

Tez, Saint Simeon Manastiri'nin deprem sonrasi uzlagmadaki dini mirasinin
Antakya'da roliinii incelemek i¢in nicel ve nitel metodolojileri birlestiren karma bir
arastirma tasarimini igerir. Caligma, UNESCO kriterlerine dayanarak iki manastiri
odak noktast olarak secgerek tarihsel veri ve karsilastirmali bir yaklasim igerir. Bu
kapsamli degerlendirme, dini mirasin dogal felaket iyilesmesi iizerindeki etkisine dair
icgoriiler saglayacaktir. Tez, dogal felaketler sonrasi kiiltiirel miras, toplum
dayanikliligi ve uzlagma tlizerine yapilan arastirmalardaki boslugu Saint Simeon
Manastir1 lizerinden doldurarak depremlerin bu manastir {izerindeki etkisini

inceleyecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: kiiltiirel miras, tarihi dini binalar, deprem, bir arada yasama,

uzlagsma
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Heritage refers to inherited items, structures, objects, customs, or culture that have
historical or cultural value and can be passed down from generation to generation.
Cultural heritage is a vital part of a community's identity, fostering pride and belonging
among its members. It includes a diverse array of customs, traditions, values, and
artifacts passed down through generations (Feilden, 2007). Conservation of cultural
heritage is crucial for its continuation for future generations, promoting understanding
of different cultures, celebrating diversity, and fostering mutual respect among people

from different backgrounds (Blake, 2000).

Religious heritage, encompassing historical and cultural aspects of various religions,
includes sacred texts, rituals, architecture, art, and other valuable elements. It preserves
beliefs, values, and traditions, transmitting them to future generations, and provides
spiritual connection, guidance, and inspiration (Zubrzycki, 2012). It shapes
worldviews and fosters a deeper understanding of one's place in the World (Tsivolas,

2019).

Monastery heritage is a valuable resource, preserving the history and traditions of
monastic communities. These sacred institutions offer insights into religious and social
roles, as well as cultural and intellectual contributions to society. Monasteries have

historically been religious centers, housing religious officials and individuals



committed to devotion (Masciotta & Lourengo, 2016). Despite changing societal
functions, they continue to attract visitors seeking solace, wisdom, and spiritual
exploration. Monasteries have evolved into inclusive spaces that embrace diversity and
encourage spiritual exploration. They serve as symbols of reconciliation and
community building, fostering unity among diverse individuals and communities.
Monasteries also provide spiritual guidance and counseling, contributing to the
emotional and psychological well-being of individuals. Their inclusive nature allows
people from all walks of life to enter and seek guidance, exemplifying their
commitment to creating a sense of community and understanding. Monasteries
continue to play a vital role in society as places of cultural preservation, spiritual
guidance, and reconciliation, transcending boundaries and fostering unity in our

diverse world.

Anticoh (Antakya), a city with a rich cultural heritage, is a center for reconciliation
among the three monotheistic religions. Monasteries, significant religious buildings,
enrich the city's cultural heritage (Downey, 2015). However, an earthquake damaged
these assets, highlighting the need to examine the role of monasteries in promoting

reconciliation among these diverse religious communities.

The thesis aims to create a model of behavior to culturally sensitize the community
about Saint Simeon Monastery's significance as a religious heritage and a tool for
reconciliation post-earthquake. Located in Antioch, a district with historical and
cultural significance, the goal is to facilitate community return and reintegration by
encouraging relocation, establishing residences, and strategically using monasteries

for reconciliation.



The thesis presents an original investigation on the influence of seismic events on Saint
Simeon Monastery and the neighboring settlements. Addresses the lack of study on
the intersection of heritage, community resilience, and reconciliation following natural
catastrophes. The lack of previous inquiries emphasizes the innovative quality of this
thesis, providing unparalleled understanding of the dynamics of recovery after a

disaster in areas with significant cultural assets.

1.1 Background and Context of the Study

Antioch is a city with a rich history dating back thousands of years, shaped by empires
like the Seleucid, Roman, and Byzantine spheres (Grigolin, 2018). Early Christian
Christianity has further enhanced its historical significance, making it a significant hub
for Christian pilgrimage and heritage (Wallace, 1982). Antioch's unique location at the
intersection of several religious traditions, including Islam, Christianity, and Judaism,
adds to its cultural and historical fabric. The city's cultural syncretism reflects the
fusion of various religious traditions, with Mediterranean and Middle Eastern cuisines

reflecting this fusion.

Antioch's religious heritage serves as a vital link between religions, demonstrating the
effectiveness of peaceful coexistence and interfaith understanding. Its religious
heritage includes not just the sites of worship but also the histories, customs, and
intangible values that form the community's collective memory (Downey, 2015).
Antioch's endurance can be attributed to its religious tradition, which has persisted
despite challenges such as sociological transformations, political upheavals, and

natural calamities.



Antioch has faced several earthquakes with large magnitudes; it is known that the city
collapsed and was rebuilt several times. Antioch's religious heritage fosters harmony,
especially during difficult times like earthquakes, as it serves as a gathering place for
communities to mend and rebuild. However, the devastating 7.4-magnitude
earthquake in 2023 marked a turning point for the city, causing massive devastation
and loss of many lives. The bridge of reconciliation that the religious heritage stood
for was destroyed, affecting both locals and tourists. Antioch is grappling with a
profound transition and uncertainty following the disaster, highlighting the need for
targeted research and interventions to rebuild the bridge of reconciliation and restore
the city's lively character.

1.2 Statement of The Problem

The situation of reconciliation and cultural heritage issues in disaster periods. The
damage to cultural heritage during a disaster not only affects the physical structures
and artifacts but also has a profound impact on the communities that identify with
them. During a disaster, the damage inflicted upon cultural heritage goes beyond just
the physical structures and artifacts, as it also deeply affects the communities that
identify with (Taboroff, 2000). Monasteries can serve as a means of reconciliation
(Shenk, 1972). After losing their function, these monasteries still have a role in
bringing people together as visitors who come to see and appreciate their cultural
significance. Unfortunately, earthquakes can disrupt this relationship and damage the
communities that rely on these places. This is due to the fact that earthquakes often
result in loss of life and displacement, forcing people to leave their homes and

communities. Monasteries can be considered a place of reconciliation (Shenk, 1972).

After the monasteries lose their function, it is actually a reconciliation of how people

come together, visit and see these places. After the earthquake, this relationship and



communities were damaged. Because many people lost their lives or had to move

elsewhere.

1.3 Aim of the Thesis

The occurrence of earthquakes, as powerful and unexpected forces, acts as a catalyst
that brings people together in the face of adversity, forcing them to confront the
fundamental aspects of existence. In such times of crisis, monasteries emerge as
healing sanctuaries, serving as communities of solace, fostering spiritual connections,
and disarming individuals from various walks of life. This thesis aims to construct a
comprehensive model of behavior, rooted in cultural sensitivity, to heighten
community awareness of the profound significance of Saint Simeon Monastery's

religious heritage.

Following an earthquake in the historically and culturally rich region of Antioch,
encompassing Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, the primary objective is to facilitate
the return and reintegration of affected communities. This involves actively
encouraging relocation to Antioch, providing support for residence establishment, and
strategically utilizing the monasteries as integral components within a broader
framework dedicated to promoting reconciliation in the diverse religious landscape of

the area.



1.4 Research Questions and Objectives

In pursuit of a comprehensive understanding of the post-earthquake dynamics in
Antioch and the role of Saint Simeon Monastery's religious heritage in fostering
reconciliation, this study addresses a set of critical research questions and objectives
that delve into the impact of the seismic event, the challenges and opportunities in
preserving cultural heritage, and the design of an effective behavior model for
community awareness, aiming to contribute valuable insights for the return and
reintegration of diverse communities in this historically significant region.

Accordingly, the primary question that the research will attempt to address is this:

* How to fortify the foundations of reconciliation by reconnecting people with the

profound essence of monasteries post-earthquake?

To address this inquiry, a series of follow-up questions must be posed:
e How do local communities perceive the cultural and spiritual significance of
monasteries?
e What specific damages did the earthquake inflict on the intangible heritage and
community ties associated with the monasteries?

o How can monasteries actively contribute to reconciliation initiatives?

The research explores the cultural and spiritual aspects of monasteries, their
perceptions and values, and their role in post-earthquake reconciliation efforts. It also
examines the intangible aspects, considering the social and cultural harm caused by
the earthquake. The study aims to understand practical actions and initiatives for

fostering reconciliation in the post-earthquake period, providing valuable insights into



the complex relationship between monasteries, the local community, and the process

of post-earthquake reconciliation.

1.5 Limitation of the Thesis

This thesis has a specific focus on studying monasteries, with particular attention given
to one chosen as a case study. The theoretical framework covers cultural heritage,
religious heritage, and specifically, monastic heritage. The main objective is to
investigate how the chosen monastery contributes to reconciliation following an
earthquake. It's crucial to emphasize that this research is limited to the context of
monastic heritage, with a strong emphasis on the chosen monastery. This narrow focus
is intentional, allowing for a detailed exploration of the unique dynamics and
challenges related to post-earthquake reconciliation within this specific religious and

cultural context.

The study has two types of limitations. Theoretical limitations revolve around a
concentrated exploration of cultural heritage and conservation issues, providing a
detailed look into the relationship between heritage and preservation. Regional
limitations involve focusing on the Antioch district, examining reconciliation factors
related to monastic structures within this specific geographic area. These limitations
ensure a thorough investigation with a specific focus, offering depth and specificity to

the exploration of monastic heritage after seismic events.

1.6 Methodology of the Thesis

The thesis is a mixed-methods research study that combines quantitative and
qualitative research methods. It employs a comparative approach, utilizing historical
data analysis, to examine the evolution and contextual background of monasteries,

focusing on their values and significance. Quantitative research involves selecting a



case study, survey design, data collection, management, and analysis, contributing to
the progress of knowledge. The research focuses on post-earthquake conditions and
the impact of the earthquake on heritage sites in Antioch, exploring potential strategies
for post-earthquake conservation and restoration. Monasteries can serve as bridges of

reconciliation for communities.

The qualitative research consists of a literature review and a case study. The literature
review provides a theoretical foundation for the study and explores the reasons for the
pre-earthquake conservation of heritage sites. It covers the importance of cultural
heritage phenomena, disasters, their impact on cultural heritage, and the philosophy of
reconciliation. The case study examines the relationship between monastery heritage
and reconciliation, focusing on its role in post-disaster recovery and the conservation
approach to religious heritage. The literature review helps reflect all perspectives on
the case study, and criteria are determined based on the information obtained. The case
study is a comparative analysis between two monasteries according to UNESCO
criteria, values, and cultural and architectural values. Conducted by observing and
photographing the post-earthquake condition to support theoretical perceptions.

1.7 Structure of the Thesis

The introduction discusses the study's background, problem statement, research
objectives, methodology, and thesis structure. The second chapter discusses the
importance of cultural heritage phenomena through the philosophy of cultural heritage,
religious heritage and monastery heritage, natural disasters and their impact on cultural
heritage, and lastly, the philosophy of reconciliation. Chapter 3 lays the theoretical
groundwork for the monasteries heritage and reconciliation relationship review.

Chapter 4 explains materials and methods of the thesis, Chapter 5 integrates findings



from chapters two, three, and four to analyze cases of monasteries in Antioch through

field surveys and evaluates Saint Simeon Monastery during pre, post-earthquake

periods. Chapter 6 provides an overview and suggestions based on the research's

conclusions.
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Chapter 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

Heritage, which includes traditions, historical events, cultural practices, and objects
passed down from ancestors, is a valuable resource for future generations. It is crucial
to recognize and appreciate the heritage passed down from previous generations and
actively preserve it for the benefit of the future. Cultural inheritance shapes one's
identity, influencing their self-perception and shaping their perspectives on future
responsibilities. Heritage includes tangible assets like land, buildings, and locations,
as well as intangible aspects like languages, cultures, music, poetry, and clothing
(Maroevic, 1998). The dynamic interaction between past, present, and future is crucial
in shaping one's identity and shaping their sense of belonging to a collective history.
Recognizing and preserving heritage is essential for the benefit of future generations

and fostering a sense of belonging to a collective history (Feilden & Jo, 2003).

Heritage is a complex concept that includes several aspects that together represent the
abundance of human history and culture. Five categories apply to heritage, shown in

Figure 2.

HERITAGE

= T T B I i
Natural Cultural Industrial Religious Historical
HERITAGE HERITAGE HERITAGE HERITAGE HERITAGE

Figure 2: Heritage Classification / Heritage Typology



Natural heritage, cultural heritage, industrial heritage, religious heritage, and historical
heritage are all important aspects of human experience. Natural heritage preserves
landscapes and ecosystems, while cultural heritage includes tangible and intangible
components like monuments, artifacts, and traditions. Industrial heritage preserves
locations and constructions linked to industrial progress, while religious heritage
focuses on spiritual sites and customs. Historical heritage preserves significant sites
and artifacts that offer insights into human culture development. These forms
contribute to a comprehensive understanding of human experience and promote
responsible care for future generations (Olsen, 2003). Three categories apply to

heritage in general, according to (UNESCO, 2021). Shown in Figure 3.
NATURAL CULTURAL
HERITAGE HERITAGE

Figure 3: Categories and Relation of World Heritage. (adapted from UNESCO,
2021)

Cultural heritage refers to a society's inheritance of tangible and intangible assets from
previous eras, including ancient ruins, monuments, buildings, music, art, languages,
and more. It includes customs, traditions, language, art, and historical sites. Natural
heritage includes natural characteristics, geographical and geological forms, and
defined regions that provide home for imperiled plants and animals. It includes
commercial and state nature places, natural habitats, aquatic resources, and lakes.
Biodiversity enhances the ecological legacy of a region. Landscapes include

distinctive geographical features, while ecosystems support life in a particular region.
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Mixed heritage includes heritage that shares both cultural and natural values. Sacred
sites may possess both cultural and natural value, while traditional ecological
knowledge often incorporates cultural traditions and sustainable interactions with the
natural environment. Cultural practices in nature can also integrate cultural and natural
heritage. UNESCO has updated its categorization system in 2021 to emphasize the
most internationally significant sites, highlighting the interdependence between
humanity and its environment. The UNESCO framework emphasizes the importance
of sites that demonstrate significant ecological, cultural, or combined importance on a
global level, emphasizing the importance of safeguarding the world's most

extraordinary and interconnected natural and cultural heritage (UNESCO, 2021).

This chapter provides a comprehensive exploration of the importance of cultural
heritage phenomena, focusing on the philosophy of religious and monastery heritage.
The section delves into the cultural and societal influence of religious heritage, the role
of issues within religious heritage, and the safeguarding efforts by international
organizations in this realm. Additionally, it examines the philosophy of monastery
heritage, emphasizing both historical and architectural significance, while addressing

potential threats and safeguarding measures.

The chapter further extends its discussion to the impacts of earthquakes on cultural
heritage, recognizing the vulnerability of these invaluable sites to seismic events. It
concludes by introducing the philosophy of reconciliation, outlining various types and
emphasizing the pivotal role reconciliation plays in post-disaster recovery. This
chapter lays the groundwork for the subsequent exploration of Saint Simeon
Monastery's religious and monastery heritage in the context of earthquake impacts and

reconciliation efforts.
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2.1 The Importance of Cultural Heritage Phenomena

Cultural heritage phenomena play a crucial role in preserving the history, traditions,
and shared identity of civilizations. These manifestations include tangible and
intangible aspects, such as monuments, archeological sites, and urban ruins, which
serve as evidence of the development of modern society and extinct ways of life
(Maroevic, 1998). They also encompass natural areas with significant symbolism by
people, such as rivers, lakes, and mountains, which reflect the diverse relationships
between humans and the environment. Ritual and ceremonial places, irrespective of
modifications to their original purposes, retain profound importance for all ethnicities
and societies, representing the active manifestation of creativity, aims, and desires

(Hafstein, 2012).

Cultural heritage phenomena have an impact on historical and artistic domains, as well
as modern culture and everyday life. They serve as fundamental pillars for long-lasting
customs, traditions, and artistic endeavors, eliciting powerful emotional and spiritual
reactions in humans. Cultural heritage sites often serve as focal points for prayer,
meditation, and pilgrimage, facilitating a deep bond between individuals and their
cultural origins (Kearney, 2008; Hafstein, 2012). The conservation of cultural assets
plays a crucial role in preserving cultural variety, ensuring the continued existence and
prosperity of many cultures, and fostering a global community that appreciates and
honors the diversity of human traditions. Cultural heritage functions as a medium for
intercultural communication and comprehension, promoting cooperation and

reverence among persons of various backgrounds (Chen, 2022).

13



Cultural heritage serves as a reservoir of resilience in the midst of transformation and
disorder, providing a sense of uninterrupted progression and steadfastness amid
challenging circumstances (Holtorf, 2018). It also promotes economic growth through
tourism, attracting travelers from around the world who visit cultural heritage locations
and activities, contributing to the local economy and sharing cultural riches with a

worldwide audience (Nijkamp, 2012).

Cultural history is often categorized into individual and country-specific aspects, with
societies and social groups preserving cultural heritage as physical and intangible
representations of their desire to pass on lessons and maintain significance. UNESCO

categorizes cultural heritage into tangible and intangible aspects, as of 2021.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

A. TANGIBLE B. INTANGIBLE
CULTURAL HERITAGE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Figure 4: Types of Cultural Heritage (adapted from UNESCO, 2021)

14



A. Tangible Cultural Heritage

Tangible cultural heritage, including monuments, civil structures, squares, and

landscaped spaces, is a crucial aspect of building heritage that occurs in space and

time, and is a part of everyday life (Nijkamp, 2012). It includes buildings, historical

places, and monuments that need to be protected for future generations (Vecco, 2010).

Tangible cultural heritage is influenced by the people who create it and the practices

surrounding it. It can be viewed as a physical place or item, but if it excludes the culture

and activities that shape it, it may be considered an identity-less object. UNESCO

defines tangible cultural heritage as real things made, conserved, and handed down

through generations within a society (UNESCO, 2003). It plays a crucial role in

mankind's history, providing a material basis and rationale for concepts.

Moveable cultural heritage, refers to cultural items, objects, or works of art
that can be transferred or relocated between locations for various purposes,
such as exhibits, preservation, or cultural exchange. This includes various types
of artworks, such as paintings, sculptures, antiquities, manuscripts, textiles and

fabrics, ceramics and pottery, and objects and antiquities (Francioni, 2011).

Immovable cultural heritage, also known as physical heritage, refers to
tangible cultural artifacts that are permanently situated and not easily
transportable. Examples include ruins, structures, historical places,
monuments, archaeological sites, cultural landscapes, heritage streets and
districts, and cemeteries and burial sites (Kutut, Lepkova & Zrobek, 2021).

These tangible objects hold cultural, historical, architectural, or archaeological
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importance and provide valuable information on historical eras, architectural

designs, and customs.

Preserving these unalterable cultural heritage locations is crucial for
understanding and valuing human history, culture, and civilization. UNESCO
and other global organizations are actively working to identify, safeguard, and
advance the preservation of immovable cultural property through projects like
the World Property List. By preserving, conserving, and responsibly managing
these sites, we can better understand and appreciate the richness of human

history, culture, and civilization.

Underwater cultural heritage, refers to archeological and historical artifacts
submerged beneath bodies of water, such as oceans, seas, lakes, or rivers.
These sites contain a variety of artifacts, buildings, and sometimes complete
cities, providing unique insights into ancient civilizations and human history.
Examples include submerged remnants, complete historical cities, shipwrecks,
maritime facilities, and archaeological remains. Underwater archaeological
sites are locations where rigorous investigations are conducted to examine and
record submerged cultural artifacts and structures. Coral reefs and ship
graveyards often form clusters of wrecks, creating artificial reefs that provide
habitats for marine organisms. Maritime landscapes are intricate underwater
settings encompassing shipwrecks, navigation aids, and submerged geological

formations.

Preserving underwater cultural history is crucial for future generations, and

researchers and archaeologists use specialized methodologies like underwater
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archaeology to investigate and record these sites. The Convention on the
Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage by UNESCO offers standards

and principles for the preservation of submerged archeological sites.

B. Intangible Cultural Heritage

Intangible cultural heritage refers to practices, representations, expressions,
knowledge, skills, instruments, objects, artefacts, and cultural spaces that
communities, groups, and individuals recognize as part of their Cultural Heritage
(UNESCO, 2003). It includes activities such as music, endangered languages, theater,
culinary traditions, crafts, and more. These cultural assets are dynamic and change in
tandem with shifting populations and environments, maintaining the continuity of
society and acting as a link between the past, present, and future (Petronela, 2016).
The rapidly evolving nature of life, globalization trends, and tourism pose a threat to
intangible cultural heritage, potentially leading to its annihilation. Protecting
intangible cultural assets is crucial for maintaining cultural heritage values and
preserving the social fabric of the community (Cominelli & Greffe, 2012).
Conservation policies that treat tangible and intangible cultural assets as separate
entities may lead to object-oriented conservation approaches that miss the real essence

of cultural heritage.

Intangible cultural assets include oral traditions and expressions, performing arts,
rituals and festive events, traditional knowledge and practices, social practices, rituals
and celebrations, traditional crafts, languages and dialects, and traditional games and
sports (Yuan, 2008). The UNESCO Convention on the Safeguarding of Intangible

Cultural Assets promotes the recognition, recording, preservation, promotion, and
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transfer of intangible cultural assets, emphasizing the importance of community

engagement and participation in the process of safeguarding (Petronela, 2016).

The preservation and promotion of intangible cultural assets is crucial for cultural
diversity, intercultural communication, and enriching traditional knowledge (Del
Barrio & Herrero, 2012). However, the application of these principles may not be

equitable, and some values may conflict.

Table 1: Values of Cultural Heritage (Interpreted from Kalman, 1980; Feilden, 2003;
Bader 2021)
Value Explanation

Age Value The value of a structure is expected to increase as it ages.
The perceived value of something might vary over different
eras and time periods.

Architectural Value The architectural value of a building is determined by its
design, proportion, and impact on everyday encounters, as
well as its impact on a specific time period, created by a
distinguished architect.

Artistic Value A historic building may possess artistic merit, which
pertains to the exceptional level of craftsmanship or the
presence of significant works of art within the structure.

Associative Value Associative value pertains to the connection that a structure
have with a past event, location, or someone. In cases when
there is minimal or nonexistent concrete proof, the
importance or relevance of the matter should not be
disregarded.

Cultural Value Buildings provide valuable insights into past eras, including
details about many aspects such as lifestyle, building
materials, trades, and techniques employed. They could
nevertheless exert an impact on current cultural practices.

Economic Value Built heritage, including tourism, has significant economic
benefits, including enhancing real estate prices and
repurposing structures for different functions. It also
contributes to a region's economy by reducing resource
consumption and promoting sustainable development.

Educational Value Historic landmarks and structures offer valuable insights
into historical eras, societal customs, social connections, and
architectural techniques, providing educational value to a
diverse range of learners, including young babies.
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Emotional Value Visitors to buildings often form emotional attachments or
are deeply moved by their artistic achievements, serving as
commemorative symbols for memories and narratives, or
evoking admiration while in the presence of exceptional
architecture.

Historic Value Architectural structures hold historical significance beyond
physical evidence, as they can significantly influence a
location's development and have a direct correlation with
certain events, serving as a testament to past happenings and
tales.

Landscape Heritage is a vital aspect of landscapes influenced by human
Value/Townscape Value activity, and its evaluation requires considering context and
location. Buildings and landscapes can sometimes merge to
create an artistic whole, with the significance of buildings
primarily in their contribution to the overall landscape, often

surpassing the worth of individual components.

Local Distinction Architectural heritage assets enhance a place's uniqueness
by using local resources or creating unique methods,
providing a distinctive characteristic that sets it apart from
others.

Political Value Political value pertains to the correlation between a building
and a political movement, event, prominent leader, or
historical political era.

Public Value Public spaces generate societal benefits. Especially if they
have been a location where demonstrations or significant
events have taken place. Additional structures acquire
public significance when confronted with the possibility of
destruction.

Religious Value Religious structures like monasteries, churches, mosques,
and temples hold significant spiritual value for followers.
Natural features like rivers and mountains also hold spiritual
importance.

Scientific/Technical Value Historical structures offer valuable insights into past
construction methods, materials, and technical systems,
providing scientific and technological significance for
conservation efforts.

Social Value The social significance of a historic site depends on its
relevance to a community, and its association with cultural
events can provide satisfaction and benefit the community.

Symbolic Value Monuments honor historical events, with both symbolic and
deliberate commemorative significance. However, their
value may change over time due to political shifts or distant

events.

Cultural heritage protection requires collaboration from various entities and groups at

both local and global scales. It is a global responsibility to preserve diverse human
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history for future generations. Leading organizations like UNESCO, ICOM,
ICCROM, ICOMOS, Blue Shield International, INTERPOL, and World Monuments
Fund work to identify, conserve, and promote heritage sites. They face challenges such
as armed conflicts, natural disasters, and illicit trafficking. These organizations play a
crucial role in promoting awareness and knowledge of the world's cultural riches,

addressing issues like armed conflicts, natural disasters, and illicit trafficking.

UNESCO, a United Nations institution, promotes global cooperation in education,
research, and culture, focusing on safeguarding cultural assets. The organization has
several charters and protocols that prioritize cultural heritage. The 1972 World
Heritage Convention established the World Heritage List, emphasizing global
collaboration in identifying, safeguarding, and conserving important sites. The 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage acknowledges the
significance of intangible cultural heritage, promoting recognition, recording,
conservation, and transmission. The 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion
of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions emphasizes the importance of cultural
diversity and seeks to safeguard and enhance the variety of cultural expressions,
including literature, arts, and media. These charters and agreements guide UNESCO's
efforts in preserving cultural heritage, promoting cooperation between nations,
recognizing cultural diversity, and involving communities in safeguarding cultural

assets.

ICOMOS, also known as the International Council on Monuments and Sites, is a
global organization dedicated to the preservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage
sites. It adheres to the principles outlined in the Venice Charter and the Charter for the

Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas. The Venice Charter, established in
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1964, outlines principles and guidelines for the conservation and restoration of historic
buildings and sites. It emphasizes the importance of preserving the genuineness and
wholeness of cultural heritage, promoting a methodologically rigorous approach to
modifications, thorough documentation, extensive study, and meticulous examination.
The Washington Charter, established in 1987, focuses on the preservation and
administration of historical urban regions, promoting the engagement of local
communities and stakeholders in decision-making processes and incorporating
conservation planning into broader urban planning schemes. The charters serve as
guiding principles for professionals in the preservation and administration of cultural
assets, offering a structure for conscientious and moral conduct. ICOMOS advocates
for the use of these principles to ensure the enduring conservation of monuments, sites,

and historic urban areas worldwide.

This section delves into the Philosophy of Religious Heritage and the Philosophy of
Monastery Heritage, focusing on their cultural, historical, and societal significance. It
highlights the role of international organizations in safeguarding religious heritage and
the historical significance of monastic traditions. It also discusses potential threats to
these sites and emphasizes the importance of international organizations in preserving
their unique legacy.

2.1.1 Philosophy of Religious Heritage

Religious heritage, or spiritual legacy, is a multifaceted collection of customs, beliefs,
rituals, texts, artifacts, and historical structures passed down through time within a
particular religious group. It consists of both material and immaterial components,
with tangible representations like monasteries, synagogues, churches, mosques, and

temples serving as symbols of the religion and testaments to its creative expression
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(Olsen, 2003). Religious heritage includes various religious artifacts, such as symbols,
icons, paintings, and sculptures, that represent the community's narratives,
convictions, and ideals. Holy books, sacred texts, and works are essential components
of religious heritage, providing wisdom, direction, and moral lessons to followers,

guiding their spiritual development and understanding of the religion (Dagher, 1954).

Religious history encompasses intangible components, such as spiritual and societal
rites, ceremonies, and activities, which connect the faith to its historical roots. These
rituals represent the community's culture and identity, often drawing inspiration from
historical events (Salamone, 2004). Religiously significant historical locations, such
as holy sites or former residences, provide a concrete link to the faith's past, allowing

followers to introspective and spiritual rejuvenate (Lamb, 2006).

Religious traditions hold significant cultural meaning, with clothing, symbolism, and
apparel serving as a tangible link to the faith and its teachings (Moore, 1977). Their
heritage is crucial for followers, providing inspiration, continuity, and a connection to
spiritual roots. It promotes tolerance and understanding among different faiths and
cultures, fostering mutual respect and cooperation through interfaith conversations and
cultural exchange. Thus, religious heritage is more than just a historical artifact (Saifi

& Yiiceer, 2013).

Religious faiths' identity and history are shaped by their diverse past, encompassing
both tangible and intangible components. Maintaining core principles, values, and

rituals links spiritual and cultural foundations, promoting tolerance and understanding.

22



2.1.1.1 Cultural and Societal Influence of Religious Heritage

Religious heritage, a repository of holy customs, beliefs, and rituals, significantly
influences culture and society, shaping literature, art, ethical frameworks, education,
and social cohesion. It promotes interfaith understanding, preserves historical
locations and artifacts, and influences daily life (Moore, 1977). Religious tradition is
particularly evident in art and architecture, inspiring creative expression in magnificent
cathedrals, monasteries, and mosques (Olsen, 2003). These architectural wonders,
often used as worship houses, demonstrate the harmonious coexistence of religion and

the arts.

The relationship between education, research, and religious tradition has been long-
standing, with monasteries, madrasas, and other religious institutions serving as hubs
for knowledge conservation and distribution (Lawrence, 2015). During the medieval
period, monastic institutions played a crucial role in preserving intellectual history by
meticulously documenting manuscripts. The convergence of education and religion
has promoted societal and cultural progress by enabling the dissemination and
preservation of religious heritage. Religious institutions also actively participate in
social services, community development, medical care, education, and humanitarian
aid information, often motivated by religious obligation (Leustean & Zurlo, 2018).
Houses of worship also serve as communal hubs, promoting connections, community
cohesion, and social engagement through shared rituals and ceremonies. Religious
history has a significant impact on peacekeeping, as religious leaders and organizations
often act as mediators and facilitators of reconciliation (Velthuis & Spennemann,

2007). Preserving cultural history is essential for understanding the impact of religious
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tradition on society, with UNESCO World Heritage Sites being recognized for their

worldwide importance (Moore, 1977).

Religious buildings, including churches, basilicas, and cathedrals, are significant
cultural and religious structures. Churches, Basilicas, and Cathedrals are central to
Christianity, serving as sites for worship and communal assemblies. Ziggurats, ancient
Mesopotamian remains, were elevated platforms for ceremonies (Velthuis, Olsen &
Spennemann, 2007). The Pantheon, originally a Roman temple, later became a
Christian place of worship. Mosques in Islam feature domes and minarets for
collective worship. Synagogues are central to Jewish religious observance, facilitating
communal prayer. Monasteries in Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism house monks
or nuns devoted to religious rituals (Irvine, 2011). Pyramids in ancient Egyptian beliefs
represented life after death. Greek Temples and Roman Temples represent different

deities and their cultural, historical, and religious settings.

Monasteries in various religious traditions, including Christianity, Buddhism, and
Hinduism, are architectural hubs for spiritual seclusion and religious observance.
Examples include Mont Saint-Michel in France and Meteora in Greece, which feature
impressive architecture, cloisters, and towering spires, creating an ideal atmosphere
for prayer and reflection (Irvine, 2011). Buddhism incorporates monastery facilities
into natural environments, while Hindu monasteries, known as mathas, showcase
elaborate temple architecture and dedicated areas for scholarly pursuits and religious
discussions. Monastic architecture serves as a tangible representation of religious

principles (Mallarach, Corc6, & Papayannis, 2014).
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2.1.1.2 Role of Religious Heritage Issues in Cultural, Social, and Spiritual
Dynamics

Religious heritage is a complex and interconnected part of human civilization,
influencing cultural identity, social interactions, and spiritual practices. It is a living
repository of collective memories, beliefs, and values that transcend generations,
offering a lens through which societies view their past, understand their present, and

envision their future (Salamone, 2004).

This intricate dance between heritage and contemporary challenges unveils a rich
tapestry of issues that demand attention, exploration, and resolution. Its role extends
to preserving cultural identity amidst globalization and fostering interfaith
understanding in the face of religious tensions (Dagher, 1954). It also plays a role in
education, social justice, humanitarian initiatives, and as a beacon of moral and ethical

guidance during times of societal transformation (Velthuis & Spennemann, 2007).
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Religious heritage plays a central role in peacebuilding and reconciliation,
emphasizing shared values as pathways to forgiveness and healing. This
comprehensive exploration aims to unravel the layers of religious heritage and
contribute to a deeper understanding of tradition and progress, heritage and

contemporary challenges (Moore, 1977).

Table 2 highlights the significant role of religious heritage in shaping cultural, social,
and spiritual dynamics. It preserves cultural identity, promotes interfaith
understanding, and serves as a unifying force. Religious heritage inspires social justice,
fosters community cohesion, and provides a moral compass for ethical dilemmas. It
also educates, dispels misconceptions, and spiritually addresses existential questions.
Recognizing these dimensions is crucial for cultivating a harmonious and inclusive

society that benefits from its diverse cultural and spiritual tapestry.

Table 2: Dimensions of Religious Heritage Impact
Aspect Issue Role

Cultural Identity and Preservation of cultural Religious heritage serves as a

Continuity identity and cor'ltin}lity in the repqs.itory of cu'ltural
face of modernization and traditions, practices, and
globalization. values, contributing to the

preservation of a
community's identity across
generations.

Interfaith Relations Tensions or conflicts between | Religious heritage can be a
different religious bridge for interfaith
communities. understanding, dialogue, and

cooperation, promoting
harmony and peaceful
coexistence.

Cultural Diversity and Challenges related to Religious heritage, when

Inclusivity in'clu'sivit}'/ gnd diversity N embraced inc‘lusively, fosters
within religious communities. | a sense of unity among

diverse individuals,
contributing to a more
inclusive cultural and
religious landscape.
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Conservation and

Preservation

Threats to the preservation of
religious artifacts, structures,
and practices.

Religious heritage plays a
crucial role in advocating for
the conservation and
preservation of sacred sites,
artifacts, and rituals, ensuring
their longevity.

Social Justice and

Humanitarian Initiatives

Addressing social justice
issues within religious
communities.

Religious heritage can inspire
and guide social justice and
humanitarian initiatives,
motivating communities to
actively engage in addressing
societal challenges.

Ethical and Moral

Framework

Contemporary ethical
dilemmas and moral
challenges.

Religious heritage provides a
moral and ethical framework,
guiding adherents in
navigating complex issues
and promoting values such as
compassion, justice, and
empathy.

Community Cohesion and

Resilience

Maintaining community
cohesion in the face of
external pressures.

Religious heritage acts as a
unifying force, fostering
resilience and solidarity
within religious communities
during challenging times.

Educational Initiatives

Educational gaps and
misconceptions about
different religions.

Religious heritage can be a
source of education,
promoting understanding,
tolerance, and respect among
individuals from diverse
religious backgrounds.

Peacebuilding and

Reconciliation

Post-conflict scenarios and
the need for reconciliation.

Religious heritage can
contribute to peacebuilding
and reconciliation by
emphasizing shared values,
forgiveness, and healing.

Spiritual Well-being

Coping with existential
questions and spiritual needs.

Religious heritage addresses
spiritual well-being, offering
guidance, rituals, and
practices that provide
individuals with a sense of
purpose and connection to the
divine.
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2.1.1.3 Safeguarding International Organizations for Religious Heritage

International organizations are crucial for safeguarding religious history, as they
represent collective human history and promote understanding of various traditions.
These organizations often go beyond national boundaries, addressing preservation,
maintenance, and administration issues. They also prevent and resolve conflicts by
fostering dialogue among populations with varying religious histories. They also
promote sustainable tourism measures that protect religious heritage from threats like
natural disasters, climate change, urbanization, and intentional damage (Lupu,
Brochado & Stoleriu, 2019). International organizations can also contribute to the
establishment of legal frameworks and agreements for regulating religious heritage,

offering guidelines and conventions for member nations to implement (Loomis, 1983).

Safeguarding International Organizations for Religious Heritage

Figure 6: Safeguarding International Organizations for Religious Heritage

Religious heritage preservation is crucial for fostering cultural diversity, encouraging
intercultural communication, and ensuring the ongoing recognition of these important
aspects of human history and culture. UNESCO, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, plays a pivotal role in safeguarding and
advancing religious heritage on a global scale. Established in 1945, UNESCO
identifies religious monuments as World Heritage monuments based on their cultural

and historical importance.
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ICOMOS, the International Council on Monuments and Sites, specializes in
preserving cultural heritage, particularly religious history. It offers knowledge and
direction in the conservation and administration of religious structures and monuments
worldwide, contributing to the creation of global standards and charters that provide
rules for its preservation. ICOMOS has a significant influence on worldwide methods
for safeguarding and valuing religious history and contributes to the greater objective
of maintaining the cultural diversity of communities and nations through its

multidimensional approach.

ICCROM enhances skills and knowledge in cultural heritage preservation and
protection, offering specialized information and educational programs for
professionals. Future for Religious History (FRH) promotes active participation in
Europe's cultural and historical legacy, focusing on religious history. National heritage
organizations or government bodies supervise the safeguarding of cultural and
religious heritage, with religious institutions and local authorities working together to
protect and preserve their cultural heritage.

2.1.2 Philosophy of Monastery Heritage

Monastery heritage refers to the historical and cultural heritage of monasteries, sacred
structures where monks or nuns reside, pray, and participate in religious rituals. These
structures have been influential in shaping cultural identities, customs, and beliefs
throughout history. Monasteries preserve deep spiritual teachings, creative
achievements, architectural wonders, and time-honored customs (Gilchrist, 2020).
Monastic heritage is a worldwide phenomenon that transcends national borders and

religious affiliations, with monasteries exhibiting a variety of architectural styles and
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cultural expressions. Monasteries are a global phenomenon, contributing to human

history (Mallarach, Corcd, & Papayannis, 2014).

Monasteries have a rich cultural history, encompassing generations of spiritual
practices, rites, and rituals. They serve as places of worship, educational institutions,
and sources of wisdom and enlightenment. Monasteries hold valuable artwork and
relics, revealing the religious stories, symbolism, and aesthetic sensibilities of various
cultures. Kohn (2003) states "Historically, monasteries have played a significant role
in supporting the arts, by funding impressive architectural projects, producing
beautifully illustrated texts, and promoting many types of artistic creativity" (Kohn,
2003). Their daily routines revolve around meditation, prayer, and contemplation,

offering adherents a deep connection to their spiritual history and inspiration.

Monasteries participate in social services and philanthropic endeavors, such as
educational institutions, medical facilities, and homes for orphans. They cultivate
camaraderie, common principles, and direction, encouraging a collective way of life.
They serve as destinations for pilgrims, drawing in tourists seeking spiritual
enlightenment and cultural enrichment (Schuetz, 2000). Monasteries also aid in the
conservation of natural landscapes and historical sites, and promote peace through

their spiritual authority.

Preserving the heritage of monasteries requires collaboration among multiple
institutions, each with a distinct role in conserving the cultural, historical, and spiritual
significance of these sites (Masciotta, Roque, Ramos & Lourenco, 2016). Monasteries
remain resilient institutions, even when their initial educational functions decrease.

Their durability is due to their ability to adapt and attract people seeking refuge,
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meditation, and spiritual discovery (Shenk, 1972). The lasting allure of monasteries is
rooted in their meticulous preservation efforts, which protect their status as historical
treasures.

2.1.2.1 Historical Significance of Monastery Heritage

Monasteries, devoted to religious observance, are significant cultural heritage sites that
preserve and pass down customs, beliefs, and rituals across generations. These
establishments, dating back hundreds or even millennia, provide a tangible connection
to the past and offer insights into how cultures have evolved over time (Masciotta,
Roque, Ramos & Lourencgo, 2016). Monasteries are like 'time capsules', containing the
religious devotion and persistent cultural manifestations of their communities. Their
cultural heritage transcends theological boundaries, shaping the social and political
environments of their territories and being essential parts of civilization for centuries
(Irvine, 2011). Monasteries have also served as hubs for healthcare, education, and
philanthropy, contributing significantly to the growth and well-being of nearby

communities.

The Historical Significance Timeline of Monasteries demonstrates the changing
significance of monasteries across different historical epochs. From the inception of
Christian monasticism in the 3rd century AD, to the Protestant Reformation in the 16th
century, monasteries faced challenges, but they expanded their functions to include
education, healthcare, and social services (Armstrong, 2007). Today, monasteries

continue to be vital hubs for spirituality, cultural heritage, and community involvement

(Shenk, 1972).

Monasteries have played a crucial role in significant historical events, demonstrating

their importance in societal and political changes beyond their religious activities.
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The Apostolos Andreas Monastery, situated in Northern Cyprus on the Karpas
Peninsula, transcends the boundaries of religious activity to emerge as a significant
player in various historical events (Misirlisoy & Giinge, 2022). This monastery has not
merely been a religious institution; rather, it has played a pivotal role in shaping major
societal and political changes (Mesaritou, 2020). Historical events involving the

monastery stand as compelling examples of its profound importance in the region.

Beyond its historical significance, the Apostolos Andreas Monastery attracts visitors
from diverse backgrounds. It serves as a testament to inclusivity and acceptance,
welcoming individuals regardless of their beliefs. The monastery's atmosphere is
characterized by the warmth and friendliness of its inhabitants, fostering an
environment of reconciliation (Mesaritou, 2024). This inclusivity is not confined to
religious affiliations; instead, it extends to all who seek solace or wish to explore the

rich history and cultural heritage encapsulated within its walls (Chrysochou, 2018).

(Source: UNDP, Cyprus) (Source: A historic treasure of
Cyprus, Cyprus Passion)
Figure 7: Apostolos Andreas Monastery, Northern Cyprus
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The monastery's location adds to its allure, offering breathtaking views that enhance
the overall experience for visitors. The serene surroundings and scenic vistas
contribute to the sense of tranquility and spiritual connection that people seek when
visiting such sacred sites (Mesaritou, 2020). The Apostolos Andreas Monastery thus
stands as a multifaceted institution, intertwining historical significance, spiritual
acceptance, and natural beauty, making it a noteworthy destination for those seeking
cultural enrichment and peaceful contemplation (Chrysochou, 2018).

2.1.2.2 Architectural Significance of Monastery Heritage

Monasteries are renowned for their distinctive architecture, which represents the range
of architectural styles seen in various locations and eras of history. These buildings,
often distinguished by fine craftsmanship and minute details, represent artistic
triumphs and cultural expressions (Irvine, 2011). They are treasures of architecture and
rich sources of cultural and spiritual significance, with important spiritual and cultural

meanings in every part of their design (Popovi¢, 1997).

Christian monasteries often represent the road to salvation by placing the church in the
center and offering a trip via architectural features that stand for various levels of
spiritual enlightenment (Irvine, 2011). Visitors find a multitude of artistic treasures in
monasteries, such as sculptures, stained glass windows, mosaics, and frescoes, which
demonstrate the talent and imagination of the artists and craftspeople who decorated
these hallowed places (Coomans, 2018). The building and upkeep of monasteries led
to the development of architectural innovations and practices that have had a lasting

impact on the larger body of architectural heritage.
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The architectural significance of monastery heritage is generally characterized by a
harmonious fusion of artistic, cultural, and religious elements. Two architectural
characteristics that enhance the importance of monastic heritage are:

Architectural Diversity and Styles: Monasteries exhibit a wide range of architectural
styles, demonstrating how regional, cultural, and artistic influences have been adapted
and incorporated. Monasteries in places impacted by the Byzantine Empire, such as
Mount Athos in Greece, exhibit unique features like domes, complex mosaics, and

beautiful murals, showcasing Byzantine opulence (Coomans, 2018).

Functionality and Monastic Layout: Monasteries are meticulously designed to fulfill
the practical and religious requirements of the monks who live there. Cloisters and
courtyards, chapels and prayer halls, dormitories and refectories, and bell towers or
spires are prevalent architectural elements seen in several monasteries (Dey, 2005).

Monasteries provide insights into the spiritual, historical, and social aspects of the
populations they have accommodated throughout the years through their complex

architecture and layouts (Coomans, 2018).

Architectural Plan Organization

Monasteries are architectural structures that combine practical areas with spiritual and
community elements, focusing on communal life, prayer, and contemplation in an
enclosed setting. Monasteries, found in various civilizations and religious traditions,
display a range of designs that cater to the unique needs of their communities

(Hedstrom, 2007).

Enclosed spaces and inner courtyards are common in monasteries, providing peaceful

areas for meditation and social gatherings. The church or main prayer hall is the focal
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point of monastery architecture, often found in Gothic-style buildings like Mont Saint-
Michel Abbey in France and Paro Taktsang Monastery in Bhutan (Bandaranayake,
2005). Cloisters, characterized by enclosed pathways encircling open courtyards,
exemplify architectural creativity in monasteries, promoting introspective strolls
(Varela, 2017). Dormitories represent the collective dwelling element of monastic life,
with dorms striking a balance between communal areas and private cells (Coulson,

Roberts & Taylor, 2015).

Refectories, shared eating areas, are also common in monasteries, encouraging the
development of strong community relationships. Serve as gathering spaces for the
monastic community (Signori, 2022). Libraries and study areas promote intellectual
endeavors and facilitate a serene atmosphere. Bell towers, like those in the Campanile
of San Marco in Venice and Meteora Monasteries in Greece, serve both practical and

symbolic purposes (Mcaleer, 2001).

Guest quarters are strategically constructed to accommodate both hospitality and
segregation between visitor and monk spaces (Irvine, 2011). These examples
demonstrate the worldwide variety of monastery design, showcasing the profound

spiritual and community principles of the monastic traditions they symbolize.

Architectural Grandeur and Natural Harmony

Monasteries are a testament to the harmonious integration of architecture and natural
environment, creating hallowed settings that evoke reverence and serenity. Their
architectural excellence is often enhanced by their flawless incorporation into the
surrounding landscapes, creating places that enhance spiritual reflection and

admiration for the natural world's beauty. Monasteries often exemplify architectural
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dominance by seamlessly incorporating extensive gardens, abundant foliage, and
enticing open spaces (Kohn, 2000). The natural environment not only enhances the
visual attractiveness of the monastery but also adds to its total importance and

influence.

Monastic gardens are a notable feature, with their lushness and vivid hues creating a
feeling of peace and calmness that aligns with the spiritual values of these hallowed
locations. Open spaces inside the monastery grounds offer areas for contemplation,
introspection, and collective assemblies, providing stunning views of the surrounding
scenery (Richardson, 2004). Monastic gardens are meticulously planned to achieve a
harmonious blend of organized architectural features and pristine natural aesthetics,
reflecting the monastic principles of seeking peace and equilibrium in life (Hedstrom,

2007).

Magnificent architectural design is an example of how monasteries embody cultural
and theological depth through their architecture. Natural harmony is another aspect of
monasteries, with the Meteora Monasteries in Greece exemplifying the harmonious
relationship between architectural design and the natural environment (Harris, 2013).
Reflective pools and water features are also common features in monasteries,
enhancing the atmosphere of serenity and contemplation (Aston, 2009). Sustainable
architecture is another aspect of monasteries, with some embracing sustainable design
approaches to achieve a state of natural harmony (Pryadko & Belinskaya, 2018).
Modern monasteries are increasingly adopting environmentally-friendly building
designs that blend harmoniously with the surrounding natural environment

(Senarathne, 2019).
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The monastery heritage showcases remarkable structures that embody architectural
grandeur and natural harmony. These structures not only enhance the spiritual
experiences of individuals but also stand as lasting evidence of the deep bond between
human creativity, spirituality, and the breathtaking beauty of the natural world.

2.1.2.3 Safeguarding International Organizations for Monastery Heritage

Several worldwide organizations and projects actively conserve, document, and
promote monastic heritage, despite the absence of a special international charter solely
focused on these places. Monasteries, as custodians of cultural, spiritual, and
architectural history, frequently gain advantages from comprehensive frameworks and

standards that deal with cultural and religious assets.

Safeguarding International Organizations for Monastery Heritage

Figure 8: Safeguarding International Organizations for Monastery Heritage

UNESCO designates World Heritage Sites based on criteria such as universal worth,
cultural significance, human creativity, and cultural legacy. Monasteries, considered
tangible cultural assets, are recognized as World asset Sites. These designations aim
to preserve and conserve significant cultural and natural assets for future generations,

raising awareness and promoting preservation.

UNESCO has established precise criteria for the inclusion of properties on the World
Heritage List. The following are the criteria:

Criterion (i): to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;
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Criterion (ii): to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of
time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or
technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;

Criterion (iii): to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition
or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

Criterion (iv): to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or
technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human
history;

Criterion (v): to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-
use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction
with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact of
irreversible change;

Criterion (vi): to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,
with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal
significance. (The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably be used in
conjunction with other criteria);

Criterion (vii): to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional
natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

Criterion (viii): to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's
history, including the record of life, significant on-going geological processes in the
development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features;
Criterion (ix): to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going
ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial,

fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals;
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Criterion (x): to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ
conservation of biological diversity, including those containing threatened species of

outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation.

In order for a monastery to be recognized as a World Heritage Site, it must meet one
or more of these criteria in an exceptional and globally significant manner. Criterions
(1), (ii1), (iv), and (vi) are considered in monastery heritage. Monasteries are considered
masterpieces of architectural and artistic creativity, showcasing the skills and
creativity of the individuals and communities who built them. They witness to
religious, spiritual, and communal traditions, representing unique architectural styles,
artistic traditions, and cultural practices. Monasteries, especially those with a long
history, illustrate the development of architectural styles, construction techniques, and

cultural practices over time (Khalaf, 2020).

ICOMOS, Future for Religious Heritage, Blue Shield International, World
Monuments Fund, and USCIRF are organizations focusing on cultural assets,
including monasteries, and providing conservation and management expertise,
financial aid, and specialized expertise to religious institutions and monastic
communities.

2.1.2.4 Threats to Monastery Heritage

Monastery heritage faces numerous threats, including vandalism, urbanization,
neglect, tourism pressure, ideological extremism, and natural disasters. To protect it,
local law enforcement, historical preservation groups, and monastic communities
participate in protective efforts. Government cultural agencies, heritage foundations,

international religious freedom organizations, and disaster management agencies work
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together to provide financial assistance, advocacy, and expertise, ensuring the

preservation of monastery heritage for future generations.

Table 3: Threats to Monastery Heritage and Safeguarding Measures

Threat Name Impact Explanation Safeguarding
Organization
Vandalism and | Vandalism refers to the intentional | Local law enforcement,
. destruction or desecration of monastic | Heritage preservation
Desecration

structures, religious symbols, or artifacts,
resulting in the loss of their holiness and
cultural significance.

agencies, Monastic
communities

Urbanization and

The rapid expansion of cities can result in

UNESCO, Local heritage

the  destruction, modification, or | preservation agencies,

Development i ; } .
encroachment on monastic sites, so | Urban planning authorities,
disturbing their historical and spiritual | Monastic communities
significance.

Neglect and Lack | Inadequate resources can lead to the | Monastic communities,

. decline of monastic structures and | Government cultural
of Funding

artifacts, reducing their historical and
cultural significance.

agencies, Heritage
foundations

Tourism Pressure

The excessive influx of tourists can exert
physical stress on monastery structures,
resulting in deterioration and disruptions
to the serene ambiance.

UNESCO, Local tourism
management, Monastic
communities, Heritage
conservation organizations

Ideological

Extremism

Extreme ideologies can result in the
deliberate demolition or forced closure of
monasteries, resulting in the loss of
cultural variety and spiritual traditions.

International Religious
Freedom Organizations,
Monastic communities,
Local law enforcement

Natural Disasters

Monastery structures and antiquities are
under risk of physical destruction and
compromised structural integrity due to
earthquakes, floods, or wildfires.

UNESCO, Disaster
management agencies,
Heritage conservation
organizations, Monastic

communities

Natural disasters pose a significant threat to monastery history, causing structural harm

and endangering valuable relics. Monasteries worldwide have been affected by

earthquakes, storms, floods, and tsunamis, resulting in irretrievable damage.
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2.2 Impacts of Earthquakes on Cultural Heritage

Disasters are sudden and devastating events that cause widespread disruption and
devastation, often exceeding societies' ability to cope. They can be caused by natural
phenomena like earthquakes, floods, and tropical storms, or human actions like
industrial and technical mishaps. Natural catastrophes cause ground shaking, structural
harm, and damage to artifacts, while human-caused disasters involve deliberate
destruction, theft, environmental contamination, and infrastructure breakdown
(Taboroff, 2003). Cultural heritage sites can suffer from both physical and non-
physical damage. To protect cultural heritage, a comprehensive strategy includes
disaster planning, risk assessment, and coordinated responses. International
organizations like UNESCO offer standards and initiatives to save cultural assets
during disasters ties (De Masi & Mysiak, 2021). Local preservation organizations,
community participation, and advanced technology can help reduce damage and

ensure the durability of cultural property during crises.

Disasters, caused by humans, nature, or a combination of both, significantly impact
people, ecosystems, and economies. Human-caused catastrophes like industrial
accidents and terrorism, while natural disasters like earthquakes and forest fires,

complicate emergency response and recovery.
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Figure 9: Natural Disaster Types

Natural disasters significantly impact cultural heritage, affecting both physical and
intangible elements. Geological events like earthquakes and volcanic activity can
cause irreparable damage, while topographical issues like landslides and soil erosion
can threaten monument stability (Amezquita & Adeli, 2017). Climate and hydrological
events like floods and storms can inundate sites, causing deterioration and
disappearance of valuable items. Biological events like invading species and illnesses
can complicate the preservation of cultural heritage (Hidalgo & Baez, 2019).
Understanding these natural forces is crucial for formulating policies to ensure the

durability and protection of cultural heritage.
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Earthquakes, caused by tectonic plate movement, cause strong shockwaves that impact
cultural heritage, causing structural damage, collapse, and displacement of buildings,
monuments, and archeological sites (Johnston & Kanter, 1990). This poses challenges
in safeguarding architectural and archaeological treasures, which are essential for

preserving a community's cultural heritage.

Earthquakes significantly impact cultural heritage, affecting both physical and
intangible aspects of societies' identities. Seismic pressures can damage historical
structures, artifacts, and narratives, while intangible elements like religious, social, or
ceremonial traditions may be disrupted. These intangible factors significantly impact
the cultural structure and recovery of civilizations, even when disregarded. Therefore,

earthquakes are crucial for maintaining cultural integrity and cultural identity.

Impacts of Earthquakes on Cultural Heritage

Figure 10: Impacts of Earthquakes on Cultural Heritage

Earthquakes significantly disrupt intangible cultural practices, leading to a decline in
cultural unity. The disruption of rituals, rites, and social traditions in communities can

have profound psychological and emotional impacts (Ishibashi, 2004).

Earthquakes also contribute to cultural memory erosion, as the destruction or
displacement of artifacts, manuscripts, and historical documents can lead to a loss of

cultural knowledge (Byram, 2007). Cultural dislocation and identity crisis can arise
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from earthquakes, as heritage sites often hold symbolic significance beyond their

tangible presence (Marcelin, 2015).

However, earthquakes also demonstrate community cohesiveness and resilience.
Communities often find ways to adjust and rejuvenate their cultural customs,
showcasing the persistence of intangible heritage despite external obstacles
(Townshend & Fan, 2015). Overall, earthquakes can have a profound impact on the

cultural and social fabric of communities.

The impact of earthquakes on intangible cultural heritage, including psychological,
emotional, and social aspects of a community's identity and resilience, is significant.
The interaction between physical and non-physical legacy highlights the diverse
cultural reactions to earthquakes. Communities rely on their practices and narratives
to cope with intangible consequences, highlighting the importance of legacy beyond
physical structures.

2.3 Philosophy of Reconciliation

The philosophy of reconciliation is a moral approach to repairing relationships, settling
disputes, and mending social rifts. It emphasizes forgiveness, comprehension, and
empathy (Anowai & Maduabuchi, 2020). Reconciliation involves healing and
rebuilding connections between individuals, organizations, or nations, resolving
previous complaints, promoting shared understanding, and fostering mutual
recognition and collaboration. It encompasses emotional, social, and political aspects

(Radzik & Murphy, 2015).
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Figure 11: Key aspects of the philosophy of reconciliation

Reconciliation is a crucial process for resolving conflicts after violence, facilitating
healing, fairness, and establishing lasting peace. It involves truth commissions,
remorse expressions, compensatory actions, absolution, and addressing systemic
factors (Anowai & Maduabuchi, 2020). It goes beyond confrontation and promotes
peaceful cohabitation, cooperation, and productive progress (Radzik & Murphy,

2015).

Deep reconciliation explores the many aspects of human experience, including
emotional, psychological, and sociological aspects. Attaining truth, healing, and
justice demands both a joint and personal endeavor (Gale & Potter, 2002). This
approach frequently includes acknowledging historical verities, validating various
viewpoints, and collectively committing to tackle structural problems that perpetuate

inequity and conflict (Radzik & Murphy, 2015).

This section delves into the types of reconciliation and the role of reconciliation in

post-disaster recovery.
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2.3.1 Types of Reconciliation

Reconciliation is a complex and transforming process that takes several shapes and
adapts its approach to the complexities of different relationships and circumstances.
The intricate complexity of reconciliation becomes apparent as it evolves at several
levels, recognizing the distinctive dynamics inherent in each particular context (Gale
& Potter, 2002). In this analysis, many forms of reconciliation are examined that are
tailored to certain aspects of human connection and societal frameworks

(Meierhenrich, 2008).
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Figure 12: Types of reconciliation

Reconciliation promotes human adaptability, healing, understanding, and harmonious
cohabitation, requiring bottom-up initiatives, institutional support, and justice and

inclusivity for effective implementation.
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Table 4: Types of Reconciliation

Types

Explanation

Interpersonal Reconciliation

Interpersonal reconciliation is a deep-rooted approach to
repair relationships, address emotional injuries, and restore
trust through transparent communication, empathy, and
mutual understanding.

Community Reconciliation

Community reconciliation addresses collective conflicts,
promotes solidarity, and restores social connections,
acknowledging individual interdependence and fostering a
healing-friendly atmosphere within a community.

Societal Reconciliation

Societal  reconciliation involves addressing past
wrongdoings, recognizing diverse perspectives, and
fostering a collective desire for cohesion and inclusiveness.
Its goal is to bridge long-standing societal divisions and
promote peaceful cohabitation within communities or
nations.

Political Reconciliation

Political reconciliation involves resolving political system
divides, promoting inclusive government, and fostering
lasting peace and collaboration. It often aligns with social
reconciliation efforts, influencing the political landscape for
societal improvement.

Truth and Reconciliation

Reconciliation programs focus on achieving truth and
reconciliation through thorough investigation of historical
truths through truth commissions or institutions, facilitating
healing, justice, and collective understanding of historical
events by exposing and admitting past injustices.

Cultural Reconciliation

Historical events or wars often impact human cultures,
promoting cultural reconciliation to revive and
commemorate connections, legacy, and individual
identities, emphasizing the importance of safeguarding and
fostering diverse cultural manifestations for communal
abundance.

Religious reconciliation

This approach aims to resolve conflicts and misconceptions
among diverse religious groups through interfaith
discourse, community initiatives, and mutual tolerance.

Economic Reconciliation

Economic reconciliation addresses economic system
discrepancies by promoting financial autonomy, addressing
disparities, and promoting economic collaboration,
ultimately enhancing social well-being by advocating for
equitable economic policies.

Environmental

Reconciliation

Environmental reconciliation addresses conflicts related to
environmental issues, promoting cooperative efforts to
revive ecosystems, address inequities, and advocate for
sustainable methods benefiting humanity and the world.

Global Reconciliation

Global reconciliation is a comprehensive initiative aimed at
promoting understanding, collaboration, and harmony
among nations, resolving disputes, fostering diplomatic
relations, and promoting global cooperation to tackle
common issues.
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Reconciliation initiatives have significantly influenced disputes and community
recovery, as seen in the Good Friday Agreement in 1998, which ended Northern
Ireland's war and established a power sharing system. South Africa's Truth and
Reconciliation Commission recognized apartheid's acts and promoted healing through
transparent discussions (Kelman, 2008). The 2016 Colombian Peace Agreement
addressed land redistribution and political inclusion, demonstrating the effectiveness
of discourse, justice, and collaborative efforts in overcoming past differences
(Wessells, 2009). These real-life examples demonstrate the resilience of communities
in overcoming difficult situations.

2.3.2 The Role of Reconciliation in Post-Disaster Recovery

Reconciliation has a crucial and complicated part in the complex process of recovering
from a tragedy. The significance of it is significant, extending beyond the physical
rebuilding of infrastructure to include the emotional, social, and cultural aspects of
community healing. Following a tragedy, the process of reconciliation plays a crucial
role in rebuilding the social structure of impacted communities and promoting their
ability to recover. In this analysis, it explores the intricate dimensions of its function
by emphasizing the significant influence it exerts on several areas of post-disaster

rehabilitation (Aijazi, 2015).
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Figure 13: The Role of Reconciliation in Post-Disaster Recovery
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Reconciliation is a crucial process in post-disaster recovery, aiming to address the
emotional and psychological distress caused by disasters. It involves a systematic
framework for communal healing, allowing survivors to openly discuss their
experiences and find comfort in the common path towards recovery (Radzik &
Murphy, 2015). Reconciliation efforts also aim to address social divisions, restore
trust, preserve cultural heritage, and promote inclusive decision-making

(Meierhenrich, 2008).

Psychosocial support systems are essential for addressing mental health difficulties
and enhancing resilience in communities. Environmental stewardship involves
implementing ecologically sustainable recovery activities, ensuring that the
community's long-term welfare is not jeopardized (Maynard, 1997). Community
empowerment and resilience building are also essential aspects of reconciliation,
empowering individuals to actively engage in their own healing. This can be achieved
through educational initiatives, vocational instruction, and tools that empower
individuals to reconstruct their lives and actively participate in the rehabilitation

process (Mendez & Pino, 2020).

Community empowerment entails establishing governance systems that are inclusive,
taking into account the perspectives of disadvantaged individuals, such as women,
minorities, and vulnerable groups. This promotes social fairness and bolsters the
general robustness and endurance of the community. By prioritizing community
empowerment and resilience development, the process of reconciliation becomes
transformational, producing a stronger, integrated, and ready community for the future

(Benoit, 2023).
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Infrastructure rehabilitation and sustainable development are also crucial aspects of
reconciliation. They promote a deliberate and sustainable strategy for rehabilitating
infrastructure that takes into account environmental consequences, long-term
effectiveness, and community welfare. Sustainable development concepts involve the
integration of eco-friendly technology, resilient urban planning, and disaster-resistant

building designs (Green & Ahmed, 1999).

Reconstructing infrastructure is a chance to generate employment and enhance
expertise within the local community. Ensuring accessibility and inclusion are
important factors during the reconstruction process. Reconciliation activities support
the development of inclusive infrastructure that is accessible to those with disabilities,
encouraging social inclusion and building a sense of community and togetherness

(Mendez & Pino, 2020).

By integrating sustainable practices into the restoration of infrastructure, reconciliation
activities align with wider global objectives including climate action, resilience, and
sustainable development. This not only caters to the urgent need of the community but
also positions it for a more sustainable and resilient future (Radzik & Murphy, 2015).

2.4 Chapter Conclusion

Heritage, including traditions, historical events, cultural practices, and objects passed
down from ancestors, is a valuable resource for future generations. Cultural heritage
refers to a society's inheritance of tangible and intangible assets from previous eras,
such as monuments, buildings, music, art, and languages. It plays a crucial role in

preserving the history, traditions, and shared identity of civilizations.
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Intangible cultural heritage includes practices, representations, expressions,
knowledge, skills, instruments, objects, artefacts, and cultural spaces recognized by
communities, groups, and individuals. Religious heritage, or spiritual legacy, is a
multifaceted collection of customs, beliefs, rituals, texts, artifacts, and historical
structures passed down through time within a particular religious group. Monasteries
in various religious traditions, such as Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, are

architectural hubs for spiritual seclusion and religious observance.

Monastery heritage refers to the historical and cultural heritage of monasteries, sacred
structures where monks or nuns reside, pray, and participate in religious rituals. These
structures have been influential in shaping cultural identities, customs, and beliefs
throughout history. Monasteries exhibit a variety of architectural styles and cultural
expressions, demonstrating the harmonious integration of architecture and natural

environment.

Disasters, such as earthquakes, floods, and tropical storms, significantly impact
cultural heritage, affecting both physical and intangible aspects of societies' identities.
Reconciliation is a crucial process for resolving conflicts after violence, facilitating
healing, fairness, and establishing lasting peace. It goes beyond confrontation and
promotes peaceful cohabitation, cooperation, and productive progress. Following a
tragedy, reconciliation plays a crucial role in rebuilding the social structure of

impacted communities and promoting their ability to recover.

The most relevant type of reconciliation to focus on is 'Community Reconciliation.'
This type of reconciliation centers around fostering unity, healing, and rebuilding

relationships within a specific community.
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Chapter 3

REVIEW OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

MONASTERY HERITAGE AND RECONCILIATION

Monasteries play a crucial role in promoting reconciliation by providing a space for
cultural and spiritual identity in disaster-prone areas. These sanctified spaces offer
tranquil spaces for contemplation and introspection, fostering recovery and addressing
socio-economic inequalities. Monasteries also actively participate in interfaith
discourse, promoting a collective understanding of human existence. They also
address socio-economic inequalities through social services and community
engagement (Watenpaugh, 2014). The connection between monastic history and
reconciliation is complex, involving historical, cultural, and spiritual aspects.
Monasteries are not only architectural and historical but also serve as dynamic symbols
that shape communal identity and resilience (Kalman, 2017). Research emphasizes the
contributions of monastic heritage to the process of reconciliation, highlighting the
intangible factors that unite communities beyond physical infrastructure. This
understanding contributes to a comprehensive understanding of the deep interaction
between heritage, reconciliation, and the resilience of communities navigating the

complexity of recovery.

This chapter critically reviews the intricate relationship between monastery heritage
and the process of reconciliation. It begins by exploring the historical perspective on

monasteries and their role in reconciliation efforts. The chapter underscores the
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symbolic importance of monasteries as embodiments of peace and healing, shedding

light on their unique position as catalysts for harmonious relationships.

Moving forward, the chapter delves into the significance of monastery heritage in post-
disaster recovery, particularly focusing on the impact of earthquake disasters on these
sacred sites. It emphasizes the pivotal role monasteries play as centers for relief and
rehabilitation, showcasing their potential as key actors in rebuilding communities in

the aftermath of seismic events.

The conservation approach to religious heritage for fostering relationships is a central
theme, emphasizing the need to preserve and safeguard monastery heritage as a means
of promoting reconciliation. The chapter concludes by summarizing these key points,
highlighting the essential role that monastery heritage plays in reconciliation
processes, both historically and in the context of post-disaster recovery. This sets the
stage for the subsequent examination of Saint Simeon Monastery's role in
reconciliation post-earthquake.

3.1 The Role of Monastery Heritage in Reconciliation

The tradition of monasteries plays a crucial part in the process of reconciliation,
providing a distinctive combination of cultural, spiritual, and social aspects that aid in
healing and fostering understanding. These hallowed locations frequently go beyond
being just architectural markers and actively contribute to building reconciliation via

various means.
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Figure 14: The Role of Monastery Heritage in Reconciliation

Monastic tradition significantly contributes to peace by promoting healing,
understanding, and cultural preservation after disasters. It also actively participates in
social services and conflict resolution, blending cultural opulence and spiritual

doctrines, making them indispensable in reconciliation efforts.

Monasteries provide spiritual sanctuary for individuals seeking inner peace and self-
discovery. They emphasize the restoration of individual well-being and collective
healing of communities. Monasteries teach mindfulness and conflict resolution
techniques, contributing to sustainable peace (Watenpaugh, 2014). They also preserve
cultural heritage, fostering identity and continuity. Monasteries play a multifaceted

role in reconciliation and personal and communal growth (Kalman, 2017).
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Table 5: The Significance of Monastery Heritage in the Process of Reconciliation
Roles Of Monasteries Explanation

Catalysts for Dialogue Monasteries, sanctuaries for introspection and
religious devotion, provide a serene environment
for meaningful conversations among people from
diverse backgrounds, fostering understanding and
connections, thereby dismantling obstacles.

Preservation of Cultural Identity Monasteries preserve cultural identity by
representing communities' historical essence. They
serve as stable points after societal upheavals,
safeguarding practices, rituals, and traditions.
Recognizing and honoring common cultural history
promotes cohesion and reconciliation between
different populations.

Symbolic Representations of Peace | Monasteries symbolize harmony and peace,
transcending religious or ethnic divisions. Post-
conflict restoration and revitalization of their
heritage can convey these messages, promoting
collective  progress and harmony  within
communities.

Healing Spaces Monasteries provide a serene environment for
healing, providing comfort and refuge for those
affected by violence or societal unrest. They play a
crucial role in promoting emotional and
psychological healing through prayer, meditation,
and social meetings.

Community Engagement and | Monasteries are actively promoting community-
Social Services focusec} s.001a1 serv1ces,.0utreach projects, and
humanitarian efforts to improve the welfare of
neighboring populations, fostering collective
accountability and interdependence for

reconciliation.

Promotion of Values Monasteries promote principles like empathy,
pardoning, and acceptance, fostering ethical
behavior and understanding through instruction and
demonstration, promoting reciprocal esteem and
collaboration among individuals and communities.

Transcending Divisions Monasteries foster reconciliation by transcending
social divides, promoting peaceful coexistence and
spiritual development among people of all origins.

Monastery heritage plays a crucial role in reconciliation, preserving culture, providing
spiritual advice, engaging with communities, promoting interfaith dialogue, healing

spaces, conflict resolution, educational projects, and holding symbolic significance. It
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can significantly promote understanding, acceptance, and harmony among diverse

populations.

This section of the thesis explores historical perspective on monasteries and
reconciliation and monasteries as symbols of peace and healing.

3.1.1 Historical Perspective on Monasteries and Reconciliation

Monasteries have historically been instrumental in promoting healing and unity among
civilizations, particularly after societal divides and hostilities. They also serve as
custodians of cultural heritage, safeguarding the continuity of communities impacted
by earthquakes. The preservation of religious objects, texts, and artistic treasures

within monasteries demonstrates strength and continuity (Watenpaugh, 2014).

The historical viewpoint on monasteries and reconciliation emphasizes their lasting
function as catalysts for healing and harmony. Throughout history, monasteries have
constantly shown principles that promote the healing and resolution of conflicts,
spanning from early Christian monasticism to medieval diplomacy and current

peacebuilding.

Monasteries have played a significant role in reconciliation, providing intellectual
sanctuaries for scholars and thinkers during times of intellectual turbulence. They have
preserved knowledge, acted as repositories for ancient manuscripts, and facilitated
understanding and dialogue between different cultures. Monasteries uphold the value
of education and intellectual pursuits, contributing to the long-term process of

reconciliation and promoting shared values beyond immediate societal divides.

56



Table 6: Historical Perspective on Monasteries and Reconciliation

Periods

Explanation

During the early Christian period

Monastic groups emerged as spiritual sanctuaries,
providing shelter during political and social turmoil.
emphasizing

They fostered deep introspection,

forgiveness, compassion, and reconciliation as

essential Christian doctrine elements, highlighting the
importance of these isolated environments.

Monasteries were crucial for knowledge acquisition
and cultural heritage preservation. During political and
theological turmoil, monastic scriptoria meticulously
reproduced and conserved manuscripts, fostering
cultural coherence and promoting harmony over
societal barriers.

The Benedictine monastic tradition, particularly during
the Middle Ages, significantly united divided
communities through communal existence, labor, and
stability centers,
offering practical and spiritual guidance to towns

devotion. Monasteries became

recovering from warfare and turmoil.

During the Byzantine and
medieval periods

Benedictine Monasticism
Monastic Diplomacy in the
Middle Ages

During the Middle Ages, monks played a crucial role in
diplomatic efforts, acting as trustworthy intermediaries
to resolve disputes between kingdoms and fiefdoms,
thereby repairing relationships in a war-torn Europe.

Monasteries in the Post-Conflict

Renaissance

Following wars like the Hundred Years' War and the
Wars of Religion in Europe, monasteries played a
crucial role in cultural rebirth, serving as benefactors
for arts and education, promoting cultural resurgence
and reconciliation through preservation of texts and
artist patronage.

Monastic Contributions in the
Modern Era

Monasteries have played a significant role in
reconciliation initiatives since World War 1, offering
sanctuary to displaced individuals and fostering
reconciliation among former adversaries. In conflict-
ridden areas like the Balkans and Middle East,
monasteries participate in interfaith discussions and
communal cohesion. They also play a role in
peacebuilding, providing mediation, humanitarian
assistance, and educational programs. Monasteries
promote reconciliation through spiritual doctrine
dissemination, community involvement, and cultural

heritage preservation.
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3.1.2 Monasteries as Symbols of Peace and Healing

Monasteries, via their tranquil environments, religious rituals, and cultural importance,
beyond their physical structures to become deep representations of tranquility and
restoration. These hallowed places, deeply rooted in long-standing tradition, have
constantly served as catalysts for promoting a profound feeling of calm, harmony, and

collective welfare (Ouellette & Kaplan, 2005).
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Figure 15: Monasteries as Symbols of Peace and Healing

Monasteries are peaceful sanctuaries that provide a sanctuary and refuge from the
chaos of the world. They are characterized by serene environments with gardens,
courtyards, and prayer rooms, which foster a favorable setting for reflection and
tranquility (Liu, 2023). Monastic identity is centered around spiritual activities that

promote inner healing, such as meditation, prayer, and mindfulness practices (Park,
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2013). Monasteries also serve as symbols of cultural continuity, safeguarding customs,
ceremonies, and knowledge that have been transmitted over generations. These rituals
represent fortitude and provide a sense of steadfastness during periods of

transformation (Guzijan & Cviji¢, 2022).

Communal gatherings for collective healing are also facilitated by monasteries,
fostering a sense of cohesion and interdependence. The architectural components of
monasteries have inherent symbolic meaning, with each aspect carefully crafted to
elicit harmony and equilibrium (Pryadko & Belinskaya, 2018). Monasteries often
establish cultural and interfaith bridges, facilitating connections between different

cultures and religious beliefs (Guzijan & Cviji¢, 2022).

Monasteries also actively participate in humanitarian endeavors, demonstrating their
dedication to comprehensive well-being through educational programs, healthcare
services, and community outreach efforts (Shenk, 1972). They adapt their functions to
serve as prominent symbols of tranquility and restoration in the face of global crises

and natural calamities (Park, 2013).

Monasteries go beyond their physical forms to represent profound symbols of
tranquility and restoration, inspiring a vision of a peaceful world through spiritual
practices, cultural preservation, and humanitarian contributions.

3.2 The Significance of Monastery Heritage in Post-Disaster Recovery

The preservation of monastery history is crucial for post-disaster recovery, as it
contributes to cultural stability and resilience. Monasteries serve as healing venues and

community practices, while also preserving intangible customs and physical
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architectural legacy, showcasing the community's commitment to protecting its

distinctiveness (Putman, 2014).

Monasteries serve as community centers, fostering a sense of belonging and cohesion
among affected individuals. They organize rituals to help manage loss and find
meaning in challenging situations, and offer education programs for long-term

rehabilitation (Pieper, 2014).

Monasteries and other revered locations stimulate economic rejuvenation through
tourism, drawing tourists interested in their historical and spiritual significance, while
community-driven initiatives promote self-reliance and local economies (De Groot,

2014).

Monastic history is crucial for emotional healing, cultural preservation, and practical
recovery efforts, playing a vital role in post-disaster resilience and rejuvenation (De

Groot, Pieper & Putman, 2014).

This section of the thesis explores the impact of earthquake on monastery heritage and
monasteries as centers for relief and rehabilitation.

3.2.1 The Impact of Earthquake on Monastery Heritage

Earthquake catastrophes significantly hinder the preservation of monastic heritage,
affecting the community's reconciliation with both concrete and intangible cultural
components. Seismic pressures can cause significant and destructive effects on

monastic heritage.
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Figure 16: Impact of Earthquake Disasters on Monastery Heritage

Earthquake catastrophes significantly impact the preservation of monastic heritage,
disrupting the harmony between monasteries and towns. The demolition of common
meeting areas undermines community cohesion and hampers healing through shared
experiences. Structural damage, including the destruction of walls, roofs, and

architectural components, poses a threat to historical relics (Aleksike, 2016).

Cultural continuity is significantly impacted by the loss of spiritual sanctuaries, which
are vital for religious worship and reflection. The destruction of these areas negatively
affects community well-being and puts cultural items at risk of displacement, theft, or

damage during rescue operations (Pieper, 2014).

Restoring earthquake-affected areas presents challenges like financial difficulties and
cultural sensitivities management. The absence of native environments detracts from
visual and cultural experiences, while monasteries' economic contributions decline,
impacting tourism and local economies. Displacement and obstacles impede spiritual

pursuits, posing a risk to monastic communities (Krawiec, 2002).
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Devastation can lead to lasting psychological effects, affecting shared memory and
recovery. To address this, a comprehensive strategy combining physical restoration
with cultural preservation initiatives is needed to promote community welfare and
safeguard cultural traditions.

3.2.2 Monasteries as Centers for Relief and Rehabilitation

Monasteries are crucial centers for relief and reconstruction efforts, particularly during
natural disasters like earthquakes. Their unique physical infrastructure and spiritual
ethos make them ideal for providing assistance and support during times of need

(Subandi, Chizanah & Subhan, 2022).

Monasteries play a crucial role in relief and rehabilitation efforts following natural
disasters. Their durable infrastructure allows them to withstand the impact of disasters
and serve as stable bases for coordinating relief efforts. Monastic communities, guided
by their spiritual ethos, are inclined towards altruism and community care. Their serene
environments provide solace, shelter, and emotional support to those displaced.
Monasteries also coordinate and distribute aid efficiently, leveraging their extensive
networks and local connections. By acting as centers for relief and reconstruction,
monasteries showcase a holistic approach to societal well-being, addressing both the
physical and emotional needs of individuals and communities in the wake of natural

disasters.

Table 7: Monasteries as Hubs for Aid and Recovery
Hubs as Explanation

Safe Havens in Times of Crisis Monasteries serve as secure sanctuaries for
displaced individuals and communities during
natural disasters, offering a peaceful
environment and robust structure for those
affected by earthquakes.
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Community Gathering Spaces

Monasteries foster community, cohesion, and

reciprocal assistance, serving as central
locations for individuals to gather, exchange
resources, and provide emotional support

during crises.

Spiritual and Psychological help

Monasteries offer a serene environment for
those dealing with emotional distress from
natural disasters, through spiritual practices,
counseling sessions, and community prayers,
significantly enhancing their emotional well-
being.

Distribution of Essential Supplies

Monasteries provide essential provisions like
sustenance, water, garments, and medical
assistance, serving as accessible relief
operations hubs within communities, ensuring

effective resource allocation.

Medical Aid and Therapeutic Methods

Monasteries often have infirmaries or medical

personnel, utilizing traditional healing
techniques often linked to spiritual beliefs,
which can enhance modern medical therapy by
addressing both physical and emotional

aspects of recovery.

Educational and Skill Development

Programs

Monasteries engage in educational and skill
development  programs to  empower
disadvantaged  communities,  promoting
sustained recovery and resilience following
earthquakes

through workshops, training

sessions, and educational initiatives.

Cultural Preservation and Restoration

Monasteries are vital in preserving cultural

heritage, safeguarding religious relics,
historical records, and artistic treasures,
thereby reviving a community's cultural

identity post-calamities.

Collaboration with Aid Organizations

Monasteries collaborate with humanitarian aid
groups and government agencies to improve
relief operations efficiency, ensuring rapid
delivery of aid to those in need.

Community-Led Recovery Initiatives

Monasteries facilitate community-led healing
activities, promoting self-reliance  and
ownership, and empower local communities,
fulfilling their role as facilitators for sustained
rehabilitation efforts.

Symbolic Support and Hope

A monastery actively aiding and restoring

individuals ~ symbolizes  encouragement,

optimism, and shared determination,
reminding communities of the companionship
they have in their recovery process despite

obstacles.
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Monasteries, known for their resilience, communal focus, and cultural significance,
are vital sites for relief and rehabilitation after earthquakes. Their services extend
beyond immediate assistance, focusing on spiritual, psychological, and long-term
healing, promoting community well-being and enhancing the community's overall
well-being.

3.3 Conservation Approach of Religious Heritage

The conservation strategy for religious heritage regarding relationships is based on
fundamental principles that direct the safeguarding of both tangible and intangible
elements of these holy locations. This methodology incorporates several viewpoints,
constructing a holistic structure that highlights the interdependence of cultural
heritage, community involvement, and sustainability. he conservation approach to
religious heritage is enriched by several key concepts:

e Cultural ecology studies the relationship between religious history and its
environment, recognizing these sites as crucial components of cultural
ecosystems, emphasizing the mutual effects of historic sites and their human and
natural environments (Mekonnen, Bires & Berhanu, 2022).

e Social constructivism emphasizes the socially created aspect of legacy, arguing
that religious places' meanings and values are influenced by the community, and
conservation activities involve community involvement in collaborative
procedures (Guzijan & Cviji¢, 2022).

e Community-based conservation emphasizes the crucial role of local communities
in conservation, promoting inclusive decision-making, empowering individuals,
and fostering a collective sense of ownership and accountability for the sacred

legacy (Berhanu, 2022).
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Place attachment refers to the emotional connections humans form with specific
locations, particularly religious heritage sites. Conservation efforts are guided by
this awareness, as it helps cultivate a sense of belonging and identity (Mekonnen,
2022).

The conservation method promotes interfaith communication and diversity,
fostering cooperation among various religious communities to safeguard religious
history and promote connections among different beliefs, acknowledging the
importance of common ideals (Bires, 2022).

Critical regionalism is a method that values and acknowledges the unique cultural
traditions of a specific region, promoting measures to preserve religious heritage
that consider local traditions, beliefs, and relationships, while acknowledging the
unique characteristics of each cultural site (Berhanu, 2022).

Sustainable development involves considering environmental, social, and
economic factors in conservation efforts. It emphasizes promoting the welfare of
religious historic sites and their communities, fostering long-lasting partnerships
and fostering sustainable development strategies (Mekonnen, 2022).

The conservation strategy should consider legacy as a dynamic process influenced
by past and present interactions, emphasizing the need for flexible approaches to
meet community demands and expand connections, ensuring the significance and
liveliness of religious heritage (Mekonnen, Bires & Berhanu, 2022).

UNESCO and ICOMOS are reputable organizations that provide globally
recognized rules and charters for heritage conservation, ensuring a thorough and
universally acknowledged approach to the preservation of cultural assets as

mentioned on chapter 2.
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The conservation strategy for religious heritage in relationships is a multidisciplinary
approach that integrates cultural ecology, social constructivism, community-based
conservation, and sustainable development concepts, ensuring a comprehensive and

contextually aware approach to preserving religious history.

This part of the thesis explores strategies for preserving monastery heritage post-
disaster and community involvement in heritage conservation.

3.3.1 Strategies for Preserving Monastery Heritage Post-Disaster

Preserving the history of monasteries after a calamity requires a systematic method
that includes both physical and psychological techniques. Conducting prompt damage
evaluation and implementing emergency stabilization measures establish the basis for
cooperation with specialists in the preservation of cultural assets. The documentation
and adaptive reuse planning guide focuses on sustainable restoration approaches,
taking into account cultural and environmental factors. Community participation and
capacity building empower local communities, cultivating a feeling of ownership and
accountability. The continuing relevance and protection of the site are ensured by
tourist management, long-term repair planning, and digital archiving (Kim & Chang,
2019). Promoting government support and policies strengthens the comprehensive

approach to conserving cultural assets.
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Strategies for Preserving Monastery Heritage Post-Disaster
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Figure 17: Strategies for Preserving Monastery Heritage Post-Disaster

Preserving monastic heritage after a tragedy entails more than just restoring the
physical buildings. It involves a dedication to maintaining the profound cultural and
spiritual significance embedded within these hallowed locations. Following a tragedy,
it is imperative to engage in partnership with heritage specialists to ensure that
restoration operations adhere to the most effective methods (Kalman, 2017).
Concurrently, the psychological side emphasizes the significance of community
mobilization, cultural sensitivity, and public awareness. Involving local people in the
preservation process not only protects physical history but also fosters intangible
aspects, safeguarding the core and importance of these monastic sites for future

generations (Watenpaugh, 2014).
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3.3.2 Community Involvement in Heritage Conservation

The active participation of the community is essential for successful heritage
conservation, as it acknowledges the importance of local citizens as caretakers and
stakeholders in safeguarding cultural and natural resources. Involving people in the
conservation process not only improves the effectiveness of efforts but also cultivates

a feeling of ownership, pride, and long-term stewardship.

Community involvement is crucial for successful heritage conservation, as it fosters a
sense of shared responsibility and pride in preserving a place's unique identity. Active
participation in decision-making enhances the effectiveness of conservation efforts by
tapping into local knowledge, traditions, and cultural practices. This collaborative
approach instills a deep connection between the community and its heritage, creating
a sense of ownership and stewardship that extends into the future. This shared
commitment ensures the sustainability of conservation initiatives and promotes a
deeper understanding and appreciation of the rich tapestry of cultural heritage within
the community. The following table outlines fundamental elements of community

engagement in the preservation of cultural heritage.

Table 8: Fundamental elements of community engagement in the preservation of
cultural heritage
Fundamental Elements Explanation

Cultural relevance and Local Knowledge | Communities provide essential expertise
about the cultural relevance of heritage assets.
By including them, local viewpoints, customs,
and tales are incorporated into conservation
strategies, so enhancing a comprehensive and
genuine preservation strategy.

Participatory decision-making Community involvement in decision-making
processes ensures active participation in
conservation initiatives, ensuring activities
align with local needs and ambitions.
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Capacity building and training initiatives

Effective in enhancing the capabilities of local
people This
includes the dissemination of knowledge to

in historical conservation.
community members on optimal strategies,
conventional preservation techniques, and the
significance of sustainable governance.

Community-led programs

Promote and facilitate community-driven
conservation efforts, which cultivate a feeling
of accountability. Communities actively
engage in preserving their legacy by doing
grassroots initiatives, organizing festivals, and
implementing educational programs.

Employment and Economic

Opportunities

Participating community members in
historical conservation initiatives enhances
their quality of life and ensures their active
involvement in the economic benefits of

historic assets.

Cultural Tourism and Sustainable

Development

Cultural tourism often benefits from the

presence of heritage sites. Engaging
communities in sustainable tourism practices
guarantees the equitable distribution of
economic advantages at the local level,
fostering responsible tourism that maintains

the cultural and natural surroundings.

Public Awareness and Education

Community engagement promotes public

awareness and education on cultural

preservation, fostering pride and dedication to
safeguard and maintain cultural and natural
resources.

Community Monitoring and

Enforcement

Enabling communities to oversee and
implement conservation principles amplifies
the efficacy of preservation endeavors. Local
communities, in their capacity as custodians,
have a crucial responsibility in thwarting illicit
activities, acts of vandalism, and unauthorized

modifications to cultural monuments.

Intergenerational information Transfer

the
transmission of information across different
age groups. The older generation transmits

Community engagement guarantees

ancient customs, narratives, and ceremonies,
fostering an ongoing sense of cultural heritage
appreciation and conservation throughout the
community.

Engagement with Indigenous and Local

Practices

Incorporating indigenous and local methods
into conservation techniques acknowledges
cultural variety and increases the genuineness
of preservation endeavors. This partnership
guarantees that the preservation of cultural
assets is in accordance with customary
principles.
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A comprehensive conservation approach is essential for safeguarding religious
heritage. Local communities possess valuable cultural knowledge, which enhances
preservation strategies. Participatory decision-making, capacity building, and
community-led programs foster ownership and responsibility, ensuring active
participation. This approach not only protects cultural assets but also benefits
employment and economic development. Promoting cultural tourism and sustainable
practices ensures equitable distribution of economic advantages, respecting cultural
and natural environments. Public awareness, education, and community monitoring
sustain these efforts, creating a collective commitment to preserving cultural and
natural resources. Intergenerational information transfer and engagement with
indigenous practices enhance the authenticity of conservation initiatives. By
embracing a community-based approach, we can ensure inclusive and sustainable
safeguarding of religious heritage.

3.4 Chapter Conclusion

Monasteries are vital in promoting reconciliation by providing cultural and spiritual
identity in disaster-prone areas. They offer tranquil spaces for contemplation, fostering
recovery and addressing socio-economic inequalities. Monasteries also actively
participate in interfaith discourse, promoting a collective understanding of human
existence. Their tradition goes beyond just architectural markers, contributing to

building reconciliation through various means.

Monasteries have a long history of promoting healing and resolution of conflicts, from
early Christian monasticism to medieval diplomacy and current peacebuilding. They
serve as peaceful sanctuaries with serene environments, such as gardens, courtyards,

and prayer rooms, which foster a sense of tranquility. Monasteries also serve as
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symbols of cultural continuity, safeguarding customs, ceremonies, and knowledge that

have been transmitted over generations.

Communal gatherings for collective healing are facilitated by monasteries, fostering a
sense of cohesion and interdependence. The preservation of monastery history is
crucial for post-disaster recovery, contributing to cultural stability and resilience.
Monasteries also serve as community centers, fostering a sense of belonging and

cohesion among affected individuals.

Earthquake catastrophes significantly hinder the preservation of monastic heritage,
affecting the community's reconciliation with both concrete and intangible cultural
components. Monasteries are essential centers for relief and reconstruction efforts,
particularly during natural disasters like earthquakes. Their services extend beyond
immediate assistance, focusing on spiritual, psychological, and long-term healing,

promoting community well-being and overall well-being.

Community-based conservation emphasizes the role of local communities in
conservation, promoting inclusive decision-making, empowering individuals, and

fostering a collective sense of ownership and accountability for the sacred legacy.
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Chapter 4

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study explores the significance of monasteries, focusing on their role in promoting
reconciliation among different communities. Monasteries are not just tangible
structures but also have a significant theoretical dimension. Cultural heritage, which
includes shared history, values, and traditions, can serve as a means of reconciliation
by highlighting and celebrating these shared aspects. Religious heritage, which is
intertwined with cultural identity, includes beliefs, rituals, and teachings that guide
ethical ideals and promote social cohesion. By promoting religious diversity and
intercultural dialogue, religious heritage can break down barriers and promote social

cohesion among diverse communities.

Monasteries are a worldwide phenomenon that transcends national borders and
religious affiliations. They are places of consensus and religious education, and even
after losing their primary function, people continue to visit these sites to appreciate
their cultural and historical significance. Damaged monasteries can be a focal point for

rebuilding communities and repairing damaged relationships.

The main aim of the study is to rebuild the reconciliation bridge between monasteries
and communities destroyed by the earthquake in Antioch, Turkey. Antioch is a
historically and culturally rich district known for its significant religious heritage,

including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. These religions have a long history of
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coexisting in the region, making it an important site for interfaith dialogue and
cooperation. The study aims to facilitate the return of these three monotheistic

religions to Antioch and facilitate their return through the use of monasteries.

This chapter outlines the materials and methods employed in this study, offering
insights into the research design and data collection process. The chapter begins by
explicating the research design chosen for this investigation, combining both
quantitative and qualitative methodologies. The criteria for the selection of the case
study, Saint Simeon Monastery, are detailed, providing a rationale for its relevance

and significance to the study.

The section then delves into the data collection process, outlining the strategies and
methods employed to gather pertinent information for a comprehensive analysis. It
elucidates the criteria used to select and collect data, ensuring the relevance and

reliability of the study's findings.

The chapter further explains the data analysis method, elucidating the approach taken
to derive meaningful insights from the collected data. By combining quantitative and
qualitative analyses, the study aims to provide a holistic understanding of Saint Simeon

Monastery's role in reconciliation post-earthquake.

Materials

The approach of this study shaped by a wide range of resources and materials that
were crucial in achieving the research objectives and sub-aims. This part gives an
elaborate description of the fundamental elements that formed the foundation of the

inquiry.
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Figure 18: Materials of the Study

The literature review for this research includes online databases and libraries as
sources. The study approach consists of survey questionnaires, along with on-site
observations and photos, to gain a thorough understanding of the research.

Methods

The methodology of the thesis is mixed research study that involves two main
components: quantitative research and qualitative research. The study employs a
comparative approach, utilizing historical data analysis, to examine the evolution and
contextual background of monasteries, focusing on their values and significance, with
the aim of understanding the unique cultural and historical contributions of each

institution.

Quantitative research consists of an explanation with details of the selection of a case
study, survey design, data collection, data management, and data analysis. It is serves
to many stakeholders in different domains and disciplines, by meeting unique

requirements and contributing to the progress of knowledge. The research focused on
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post-earthquake conditions, and involved a survey of the affected areas. The purpose
of this research is to gain a deeper understanding of the impact of the earthquake on
the heritage sites in Antioch and to explore potential strategies for post-earthquake
conservation and restoration. Potential strategies of monasteries being a bridge of
reconciliation to communities. Mentioned contents will be explained on 4.1 research

design and data collection section.

Qualitative research consists of two components which are literature review and case
study. The purpose of this literature review is to provide a theoretical foundation for
the study and to explore the reasons why and how pre-earthquake conservation of these
heritage sites is important. First part of literature review focuses on the topics of the
importance of cultural heritage phenomena (including cultural, religious, and
monastery heritage), disasters, their impact on cultural heritage and philosophy of
reconciliation. Research topics are one by one leading to second part of literature
review. Second part of the literature is review of the relationship between monastery
heritage and reconciliation. In this part of literature review the role of monastery
heritage in reconciliation, the significance of monastery heritage in post-disaster
recovery and conservation approach to religious heritage for relationships is being
covered. Deep research on literature review helps to reflect all perspectives on case
study. Criteria are determined based on a literature review, and an evaluation is made
based on the information obtained. Second component of qualitative research is case
study. The case study is a comparative analysis between two monasteries according to
UNESCO criteria, values, and cultural and architectural values. The post-earthquake
condition is being determined by observing the case and photographing it to support

theoretical perceptions physically.
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Figure 19: Methods of the Study

Overall, the methodology of the study involves theoretical exploration, with a focus
on understanding the importance of conserving heritage sites and the impact of natural
disasters on these sites. The specific methods used in the fieldwork and survey depends
on the specific research questions and objectives of the study.

4.1 Research Design and Data Collection

Aspects of qualitative, on-site observations and photography components involve
qualitative methods that involve physically observing and documenting monasteries,
their architectural features, religious practices, and the surrounding community.
Photography serves as a qualitative tool to visually capture the current state of the

monasteries.
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The survey instrument, consisting of 26 questions, suggests a quantitative component
to research. Survey generates numerical data that is analyzed statistically to identify

patterns, trends, and correlations.

Combining on-site observations and photography with survey responses indicates a
mixed-methods integration. Gathered both qualitative insights (through observations)
and quantitative data (through surveys). This combination allowed for a more
comprehensive exploration of the historical, cultural, and community aspects of the

monasteries.

Historical research, archival records, and historical documents are covered. The review
of historical documents and archival records provided historical research components.
This aligns with a qualitative research approach that involves analyzing historical

sources for context and background.

The chosen research design for the study of the monasteries in Antioch is a mixed-
methods approach, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative elements. This
design allowed for a more holistic exploration of the subject, capturing the richness of
historical and cultural context while also gathering numerical data for statistical
analysis. The verification and adaptation of this assessment based on the specific

details and structure of the research are provided in the following sections.
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4.1.1 Criteria of Selection of Case Study

The selection of Antioch as the case study for researching the monasteries involved a
careful and detailed examination of the criteria, which were closely linked to a
comprehensive literature assessment. The historical importance and cultural
significance of Antioch, marked by a rich blend of numerous cultural influences and
religious customs, were crucial factors. The city's exceptional distinction as the origin
of Christianity, where the world's initial church was founded, emphasized its
significance as a central site for investigating the influence of monasteries in defining
local heritage. Crucially, the criteria were not only theoretical but were strongly
supported by a thorough examination of existing literature, enabling a detailed
assessment guided by academic expertise. Moreover, Antioch's renown for religious
tolerance, whereby Christianity, Islam, and Judaism cohabit happily, offered a vibrant
context for comprehending the complex interconnections among religious groups. The
seismic catastrophe, characterized by a magnitude 7.7 earthquake, served as a catalyst,
causing severe disruption to the ancient bridge of reconciliation among religious

communities and greatly affecting religious structures, particularly the monasteries.

The selection of Antioch as the focal point for investigating the pre-earthquake
conditions of its religious sites, especially the monasteries, was justified and guided
by a set of diverse criteria that take into the city's rich historical, cultural, and religious

dynamics.
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Participants and Sampling

When designing the participant framework for the study, it is carefully considered the
different individuals and groups who are closely associated with important religious
structures in Antioch. The participants were comprised of local residents, members of
religious committees affiliated with the Monastery of Saint Barlaam and the
Monastery of Saint Simeon, individuals living in close proximity to religious buildings
such as Saint Peter's Church and Habib-i Neccar Mosque, as well as academicians
specializing in relevant fields. Insights were gathered from individuals connected to
Saint Peter's Church to gain a comprehensive comprehension of the historical, cultural,

and social settings related to these important religious locations.

A purposeful sample technique, which aimed to ensure targeted representation and a
thorough examination of a variety of features associated with monasteries, was what
drove the selection process. Post earthquake, on-site observation has become a crucial
approach for actively involving participants.

4.1.2 Data Collection

The study utilized a thorough and multifaceted data gathering technique to uncover the
many layers of Antioch's history and cultural landscape. The initial stage was a
thorough examination of historical documents, manuscripts, and archival records,
aiming to uncover Antioch's historical and cultural background by extensively
exploring past records. This strategy made it easier to understand the city's history in
detail and provided a context for looking into the role monasteries played in creating

the city's extensive cultural heritage.

Alongside this examination of the past, a deliberately designed survey tool, consisting

of 26 questions, is created to gather current viewpoints on the monasteries. This
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meticulously crafted poll aimed to gather information from a wide range of
stakeholders, such as local inhabitants, religious leaders, and historians. The survey
was conducted with the goal of gathering a diverse range of perspectives to get insight
into the many aspects of the monasteries and their importance in Antioch's cultural

heritage.

In order to enhance and expand upon the numerical data obtained from the survey, on-
site observations and photos played a crucial role in gathering information. These
firsthand observations not only recorded the current condition of the monasteries but
also documented the consequences of a seismic event, chronicling the effects of a
previous earthquake. This visual story, along with survey data, presents a
comprehensive and ever-changing viewpoint, providing a subtle comprehension of the

cultural and physical environments around the monasteries in Antioch.

Survey Design

The questionnaire, a comprehensive tool with 26 questions, is a research-oriented and
culturally nuanced investigation into respondents' views on the religious and cultural
heritage of Antioch. It focuses on the role of monasteries and their significance in
fostering reconciliation. The survey explores the importance of conserving and
renovating cultural heritage places, particularly monasteries, in promoting peace and
unity. It considers community participation, potential obstacles, and stakeholder
involvement in the complex process of reconciling and repurposing monasteries after
an earthquake. The survey also examines interfaith interaction, collaboration, and the
integration of educational and cultural initiatives within renovated monasteries. The
survey also examines respondents' optimism and suggestions for further actions to

ensure the lasting viability and efficacy of restored monasteries as powerful
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instruments for reconciliation. The survey provides a strong basis for investigating the
intricate dynamics related to religious heritage, cultural diversity, and the process of

reconciliation in Antioch.

Fieldwork Procedures

On-site inspections were conducted to assess the post-earthquake condition of
religious structures in Antioch, focusing on damage and reconciliation among religious
bodies. The process involved physically visiting various areas, documenting the
current state of religious structures, and evaluating the city's general condition.
Photographs were captured to provide a visual account of the situations witnessed
during the fieldwork. The scope expanded beyond specific religious structures to
encompass the entire urban context, offering a comprehensive perspective of the

consequences of the earthquake occurrence.

The fieldwork approaches aim to enhance knowledge of the post-earthquake state by
combining literature research with firsthand observations and visual documentation.
This integration enabled a thorough evaluation of the influence on religious
establishments and the progression of reconciliation among religious committees. On-
site observations were carried out throughout the fieldwork phase, encompassing
residential districts, public domains, and communal centers, to depict the wider
metropolitan environment impacted by the earthquake. Photographs were captured to

record the observed alterations and difficulties in the urban context.

The process of observing and documenting the urban surroundings on-site was not
limited to religious structures but also included the broader cultural influence. This

method provided a thorough understanding of the earthquake's impact on the broader
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social structure of Antioch's society. The inclusion of visual material, in addition to
survey data, enhances the comprehensive representation of the aftermath of the
earthquake and helps place the state of religious structures within the broader urban
environment.
4.1.3 Data Analysis Method
After distributing field surveys to the committees, the replies were carefully
documented on sheets. The third phase involves applying the Statistical Package for
Social Sciences (SPSS) for a detailed examination of the acquired data. The data
analysis procedure with SPSS involved the subsequent steps:

e Coding variables

e Gathering the answers in raw data sheets

e Entering the data to the SPSS

e Cross reviewing the obtained correlations and tables

e Data representation using tables, bar charts, and pie charts

The use of SPSS charts, which include percentage, enhances the quantitative aspect of

the study, facilitating a thorough comprehension of response patterns and distributions.

4.2 Chapter Conclusion

Monasteries are not just tangible structures but also have a significant theoretical
dimension, including shared history, values, and traditions. They can serve as a means
of reconciliation by highlighting and celebrating these shared aspects. Religious
heritage, intertwined with cultural identity, includes beliefs, rituals, and teachings that
guide ethical ideals and promote social cohesion. Damaged monasteries can be a focal

point for rebuilding communities and repairing damaged relationships.
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Antioch is a historically and culturally rich district known for its significant religious
heritage, including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. These religions have a long
history of coexisting in the region, making it an important site for interfaith dialogue
and cooperation. The study aims to facilitate the return of these three monotheistic

religions to Antioch and facilitate their return through the use of monasteries.

The methodology of the thesis is mixed research, involving quantitative research and
qualitative research. Quantitative research focuses on the selection of a case study,
survey design, data collection, data management, and data analysis. Qualitative
research consists of literature review and case study, with the latter focusing on the
role of monastery heritage in reconciliation and the significance of pre-disaster

conservation of these heritage sites.

Antioch was chosen as the case study for researching the monasteries due to its
historical importance, cultural significance, and religious tolerance. The seismic
catastrophe characterized by a magnitude 7.7 earthquake served as a catalyst, causing
severe disruption to the ancient bridge of reconciliation among religious communities
and greatly affecting religious structures, particularly the monasteries. The selection
of Antioch as the focal point for investigating the pre-earthquake conditions of its
religious sites, especially the monasteries, was justified and guided by diverse criteria

that take into account the city's rich historical, cultural, and religious dynamics.
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Chapter 5

EVALUATIONS OF THE CASE: MONASTERY OF

SAINT SIMEON

Antioch, also known as Antakya, is a significant city in Turkey's historical urban
landscapes, serving as the capital of Hatay province and once known as the Queen of
the East. It has undergone numerous transformations by multiple empires, resulting in
the preservation of various structures from different historical periods (Rifaioglu,
2014). The city's religious heritage has an enduring imprint due to the historical
syncretism resulting from the convergence of influences from the Hellenistic, Roman,
and Byzantine eras (Todt, 2004). The coexistence of mosques, churches, and other
sacred monuments is evident in the city's day-to-day activities. The Habibi Neccar
Mosque, located near the Church of St. Peter, symbolizes coexistence, encompassing
both Christian and Islamic eras (Ascough, 2005). The city's religious background
encompasses not just the Abrahamic faiths but also remnants of old pagan practices
that thrived in the area in the past. The surviving relics of temples and monuments
from many epochs provide evidence of the amalgamation of varied religious customs
throughout the centuries. The city's rich history has developed a culture of tolerance
and mutual respect, nurturing a sense of togetherness by highlighting shared values

instead of disparities.

Antioch's cohabitation and religious heritage highlight the intersection of historical

accounts, diverse beliefs, and common humanity. The city's ability to embrace variety
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and exhibit cultural and religious heritage is evident through the continuity of
traditions and preservation of living monuments. These aspects remain essential to its

identity.

This chapter critically evaluates the case of the Monastery of Saint Simeon, focusing
on cultural heritage and religious diversity in Antioch. It begins by examining the pre-
earthquake condition of the monasteries in Antioch, establishing a baseline for

understanding the impact of seismic events on these sacred sites.

The chapter then details the earthquake events and the damages incurred by Saint
Simeon Monastery, providing a comprehensive assessment of the physical and cultural
repercussions. It explores the earthquake's profound impact on the relationship
between the monastery and the surrounding communities, addressing the damage

assessment of religious heritage and the disruption of reconciliation efforts.

The chapter synthesizes the findings, offering insights into the complex interplay
between seismic events, religious heritage, and community relationships. The damage
assessment of Saint Simeon Monastery's cultural and religious significance serves as
a foundation for understanding the challenges posed by the earthquake. The disruption
of reconciliation initiatives underscores the need for strategic interventions and
preservation efforts. The chapter concludes with recommendations for Saint Simeon
Monastery, aiming to reestablish its role as a symbol of reconciliation and cultural

heritage in the post-earthquake period.

85



5.1 Cultural Heritage and Religious Diversity of Antioch

Antioch, a city in Turkey, is a testament to its rich historical heritage influenced by the
Seleucid, Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman Empires. As one of the oldest continuously
inhabited towns, it has been a hub for various civilizations, fostering peaceful
coexistence of diverse cultural and religious influences (Todt, 2004; Ascough, 2005).
Antioch has been a significant location for early Christianity development and a refuge
for various religious groups (Hahn, 2012). Its cultural landmarks, sacred places, and

contemporary existence reflect the reverberations of several epochs.

Cultural Heritage of Antioch

Antioch, is a testament to its rich cultural heritage. It has been inhabited for millennia,
influenced by various civilizations, including the Seleucid, Roman, Byzantine, and
Ottoman Empires (Ascough, 2005). The city's location along trade routes has also
contributed to its cultural abundance. Antioch's architectural wonders and
archeological riches showcase the influences of various epochs, including the Roman

and Byzantine Empires (Downey, 2015).

Hatay Archaeology Museum houses a vast collection of archeological artifacts,
including elaborate mosaics dating back to the Roman and Byzantine periods.
Religious landmarks like Saint Peter's Church and the grotto where Saint Peter delivers
sermons are significant for Christianity adherents. Antioch's antique alleys and
architecture offer a captivating journey through the past, showcasing its endurance and
flexibility to various influences (Ascough, 2005). The city's language plurality and
indigenous customs also contribute to its cultural heritage. Antioch commemorates its
cultural heritage through various events and festivals, combining traditional traditions

with modern manifestations (Downey, 2015). This dynamic and immersive experience
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encourages visitors to explore the intricate layers of history, art, and culture that shape

this extraordinary city.

Religious Diversity of Antioch

Antioch, a city with a rich history, is a testament to its cultural diversity and the
coexistence of various religious beliefs. Initially inhabited by Jews 2300 years ago, the
city transformed into a hub of Paganism during the Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine,
and Crusader eras before adopting Christianity (Downey, 2015). During the Arab,
Seljuk, Mamluk, and Ottoman periods, the city was largely influenced by the Islamic
faith. Antioch's syncretic nature is evident in its St. Pierre Church, the world's first
church, and the Habibi Neccar Mosque, the earliest mosque in Anatolia (Ascough,

2005).

During the Middle Byzantine period, Antioch served as a significant religious center,
with Greek-Orthodox patriarchs appointed in 970 and clergy from Hagia Sophia and
Constantinople monasteries (Todt, 2004). The city's syncretic character is evident in
the adaptation of sacred areas, such as the Habib-i Neccar Mosque from a Roman
temple to a church and then to a mosque (Downey, 2015). The city's ancient streets,
architecture, and archeological sites showcase the amalgamation of diverse cultural

and religious influences.

The Ulu Mosque, a former cathedral dedicated to Saint Paul, exemplifies the city's
ability to adapt and reuse holy places while safeguarding its religious heritage. The
city's diverse cultural and religious influences are evident in its architectural structures

and the syncretic character of Antioch (Downey, 2015; Ascough, 2005).
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Table 9: The Religious History of Antioch

Religious Significance in Antioch Key Religious Sites
Tradition
Early Christianity | Essential in the dissemination | Saint Peter's Church
of Christianity
Monasteries Monastic communities were | Monastery of Saint Barlaam
significant in the Christian | Monastery of Saint Simeon
history of Antioch.
Islam Embodies the city's rich and | Ulu Mosque,
ongoing Muslim heritage Habib-i Neccar Mosque
Judaism Judaism has a significant | Ancient synagogues and Jewish
historical presence in the city | cultural influences
and is a reflection of'its varied | Antioch Synagogue
background.
Other Religious Different religious beliefs | Historical places that exhibit the
Traditions have peacefully coexisted, | syncretic spiritual history;
enriching the variety. Habib-i Neccar Mosque
Ulu Mosque (Great Mosque)
Ancient Synagogues
Historical Streets and Architecture
Hatay Archaeology Museum

Antioch, is known for its harmonious coexistence of various religions, as seen in the
program 'Ezan, Can, Hazzan' (Antioch: Call to Prayer, Bell, Cantor). The city's social
life thrives due to the harmonious coexistence of these religions. Researchers
conducted a survey to identify key aspects of Antioch's city identity, including St.
Pierre Church, civilization, places of worship, tolerance, friendly people, and the

unification of three religions. The survey results support the city's status as a meeting

point for various faiths.
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Figure 20: Survey result of the items that come to mind when Antioch is mentioned

The Catholic Church, Sarimiye Mosque, and the Synagogue are situated in close

proximity to each other, with an approximate radius of 60 meters (Figure 21).
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Figure 21: Location of churches, synagogues and mosques in Antioch.
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The city's skyline, influenced by its religious edifices, reinforces Antioch's standing as
a hub for several faiths. The coexisting presence of the bell tower of the Catholic

Church and the minaret of Sarimiye Mosque serves as a visual confirmation of this

fact (Figure 20).
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Figure 22: Identity indicator in the Antioch photograph

The Monastery of Saint Simeon and the Monastery of Saint Barlaam showcase the
influence of Christian monasticism on the spiritual environment of Antioch. These
sites, along with other disappeared monasteries, enhance the city's historical character
and religious customs. The diverse religious community contributes to a cultural

mosaic that respects multiple religion traditions.
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5.2 Pre-earthquake Condition of The Monasteries in Antioch

The city of Antioch, in ancient times, showcases a rich historical tapestry, comprised
of many cultural influences and religious traditions. Antioch, with a history lasting
more than 2300 years, has experienced the emergence and decline of empires, the
fluctuation of several religions, and the creation of significant religious edifices. The
monasteries of St. Symeon Stylites the Younger on Thaumaston Oros, St. Barlaam
atop Mount Kassios, and Saint Simeon have had significant influence in creating the
spiritual and cultural identity of Antioch (Karakhanian, 2008). This investigation
examines the state of these monastic sanctuaries before the earthquake, uncovering the
impressive architectural design, historical importance, and cultural abundance that
characterized Antioch's religious environment. As to explore the historical legacy of
Antioch, it to reveal the complex and detailed history of the city, where the lasting
impact of ancient prayers and the presence of respected saints have shaped its hallowed

landscape.

Antioch, a historically significant city, is home to monasteries that serve as spiritual
custodians. These structures, dating back to early Christianity, are deeply connected to
the city's cultural heritage (Ascough, 2005). They are not just buildings but also vessels
of religious dedication, creative expressions, and observers of the dynamic interactions

among various religious groups in the city.

Monastery of Saint Barlaam

The Monastery of Saint Barlaam, built in 500 AD on Mount Kasios, holds significant
historical and cultural importance in Antioch. It was founded by an angel to expel the
devil from Mount Kasios, and later became a central hub for a community of monks.

Archaeological investigations have explored the site's architectural arrangement,
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residential areas, and church extensions. Relics like a silver enclopion and lead seal
fragments provide cultural understanding of monastic existence (Todt, 2004). The
monastery's ongoing existence is enriched by factors like the water supply system,
quarry on Mount Kasios, and historical stages like the Byzantine reconquest in 969.
The Monastery of Saint Barlaam remains a quiet guardian, reverberating the historical
eras of ancient Antioch (Rosser, 1989). It served as a sanctuary for monks, a center of
knowledge, and a philanthropic organization (Todt, 2004; Ascough, 2005). The
monastery's architectural features showcase the skill and artistry of the era, with

intricate murals, mosaics, and impressive structural features.
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Figure 23: The Monastery of Saint Barlaam

The Monastery of Saint Barlaam, a significant historical landmark in Antioch, has
faced numerous challenges over time, including seismic disasters, natural
deterioration, and political and social changes (Ascough, 2005). Despite these
challenges, the monastery has faced periods of neglect and desertion due to the
evolving socio-political landscape and difficulties in maintaining its historic edifices.
Despite these challenges, efforts to preserve and preserve cultural heritage face

financial constraints, poor upkeep, and the inevitable passage of time (Todt, 2004).

92



The Monastery of Saint Barlaam in Antioch is a significant historical site that reflects
the city's past, showcasing dedication, education, and camaraderie. However, its
current neglect highlights the challenges it faces in maintaining its significance today.
Conservation and heritage management are crucial for preserving these structures,
which are tangible evidence of the cultural history of Antioch (Ascough, 2005). The
monastery's archeological investigation provides insight into its architectural features,
daily routines, and religious rituals (Todt, 2004). The presence of a water supply
system, funerary monuments, and chapels further enhances its understanding of its
development. The Monastery serves as a means of reconciliation, fostering peaceful

cohabitation among cultural varieties.

Monastery of Saint Simeon

In the 3rd century AD, a young man named Simeon, inspired by Jesus' teachings,
began a significant Christian ascetic movement. Born in 390 AD, Simeon adopted
rigorous self-mortification practices and spent decades atop pillars, influencing ascetic
and monastic movements. Despite facing criticism, his popularity grew. His death in
459 AD emphasized his importance as a spiritual icon in Antioch. Simeon's influence
surpassed religious limitations, establishing his position as a representation of
unwavering dedication (Karakhanian, 2008). After his death, a monastery was built in
his honor atop a mountain, supposedly in the form of a cross. The monastery is the

only one in Turkey dedicated to stylite practices (Torrey, 1899).
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Saint Simeon on Top of a Column (URL 3) Column of Saint Simeon

Monastery (URL 4)

Figure 24: History of Saint Simeon Monastery

The Monastery of Saint Simeon, built between 476 and 490 AD, is a historical and
theological site dedicated to Saint Simeon Stylites, a renowned ascetic who spent over
40 years on a pillar for spiritual devotion (Torrey, 1899). Located on a mountain near
Antioch, the monastery, partially excavated from rocks and built using cut stones,

covers a rectangular space measuring 132x160 meters (Karakhanian, 2008).
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Figure 25: Top View of Saint Simeon Monastery

he Monastery of Saint Simeon, located between two parallel walls, features a
distinctive architectural design with a 15-meter pillar where Saint Simeon resided. The
monastery complex includes a basilica, baptistery, and other edifices for monastic
existence. The basilica, with its unique cruciform layout, served as a consecrated area
for religious devotion. Over time, the monastery became a popular pilgrimage
destination and a representation of Christian austerity, with the remains of Saint
Simeon revered and the monastery's significance in the local religious environment

(Torrey, 1899; Kaplan, 2014).
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Saint Simeon Monastery (URL 6) Top View (URL 6)

Figure 26: Saint Simeon Monastery

After Simeon's death in 592 AD, the monastery attracted tourists but faced challenges
like seismic activity and socio-political issues. The church was devastated in 526, and
renovations occurred between 960 and 1050. The monastery was abandoned in 1268

due to socio-political changes and religious shifts (Torrey, 1899).

Both monasteries highlight the importance of religious heritage in fostering cultural
understanding and reconciliation, connecting individuals through shared historical and
spiritual heritage. The Monastery of Saint Barlaam and the Monastery of Saint Simeon
are significant cultural, religious, and monastic landmarks. These ancient religious
buildings have a profound abundance and a steadfast dedication to safeguard their
historical significance and the wider cultural and religious fabric they represent. Their

presence is evidence of cultural perpetuity, profound importance, and a resilient will
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to endure time. However, the Monastery of Saint Barlaam has been neglected and

abandoned, posing a significant disparity between the monastery and society.

In sharp contrast, the Monastery of Saint Simeon stands out as a symbol of communal
acceptance. The dynamic atmosphere around this historic landmark is fostered by the
active participation of local inhabitants, religious communities, visitors, and residents.
The monastery has emerged as a central hub for communal involvement, promoting a
feeling of interconnectedness and uninterrupted progression. Both inhabitants and
tourists actively engage in the preservation and appreciation of the abundant cultural

heritage symbolized by Saint Simeon's Monastery.

Tourist Visits (URL 7)

School Visit (URL 7) School Visit (URL 7)

Figure 27: Life Around Saint Simeon Monastery
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The Monastery of Saint Simeon is a remarkable architectural marvel, featuring a blend
of solid stone-carved elements and vertical walls, showcasing the skill and flexibility
of Byzantine architects. The central octagonal courtyard, surrounded by a natural rock
formation, symbolizes the historical significance of the location. The monastery,
located east of the prominent column, housed three churches and played a significant

role in Byzantine spirituality.

(Source: Karakhanian, 2008).
Figure 28: Plan Drawing of The Monastery of Saint Simeon
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(Source: Karakhanian, 2008)

Figure 29: Architectural Layout of The Monastery of Saint Simeon

The satellite image presented originates from the Quick Bird satellite and portrays the
vicinity including the St. Simeon Monastery. The main church is represented by A, the
western wing with a loggia is represented by B, the main church chapel is represented
by C, the Convent is represented by D, the Baptistery is represented by E, the
Baptistery chapel is represented by F, a bastion or water reservoir is represented by G,

and the entrance to the lower terrace is represented by H (Karakhanian, 2008).

The remains of the monastery include well-crafted column capitals, wall stones, and
mosaic fragments, showcasing the high level of artistic skill during that time. The
monastery also has water conservation infrastructure, including strategically placed
cisterns, ensuring practicality and efficiency. The monastery's natural setting,

including extensive gardens and stunning vistas, complements the monastery's
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historical and architectural magnificence, offering a peaceful sanctuary amidst the

historical and architectural marvels.

Architectural Features (URL 8)

Figure 30: Characteristics of the Monastery of Saint Simeon

The Monastery of Saint Simeon is a significant monument that combines architectural
design, cultural heritage, and religious significance. Despite facing natural and
political challenges, it remains a symbol of its lasting influence. Despite its disrepair,

locals continue to visit its sacred grounds and engage in collective prayers. The
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monastery's rich historical and spiritual atmosphere attracts people, and its restoration

after an earthquake plays a significant role in reconciliation.

The comparative analysis between Saint Simeon Monastery and Saint Barlaam
Monastery in Antioch encompasses various dimensions, including significance,
architectural and cultural values, and alignment with UNESCO criteria. While both
monasteries hold historical importance, it is evident that Saint Simeon Monastery
surpasses Saint Barlaam Monastery in terms of significance. Despite being considered
a neglected monastery, Saint Simeon continues to attract local people, religious

communities, and tourists, maintaining its vibrancy and cultural relevance.

Significantly, the local community's consistent visits and engagement with Saint
Simeon Monastery underline its enduring cultural and spiritual importance. The
neglected status does not diminish its value but rather adds a layer of authenticity,

making it a living testament to the shared history and beliefs of the region.

Architecturally, Saint Simeon Monastery stands out with its unique features,
particularly the remains of the Pillar of Saint Simeon, attracting scholars and
enthusiasts interested in Byzantine architecture. This architectural distinctiveness

contributes to its exceptional value.

Considering UNESCO criteria, Saint Simeon Monastery, despite not being officially
listed, aligns with tangible and immovable heritage criteria, representing a masterpiece
of human creative genius, bearing unique testimony to a cultural tradition, and being

an outstanding example of a building illustrating a significant stage in human history.
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The decision to select Saint Simeon Monastery as the case study is grounded in its
enduring significance, both tangible and immovable heritage, architectural uniqueness,
and alignment with UNESCO criteria. The continuous visits from diverse groups
underscore its cultural vitality, making it a compelling choice for an in-depth
exploration of heritage, community resilience, and reconciliation, especially in the

aftermath of seismic events.

A survey was conducted to understand people's awareness and thoughts on rebuilding
the bridge of reconciliation under the role of religious heritage, involving 26 questions

(Appendix C) from local people, religious communities, and academicians.

@ Local People @ Religious Committees @ Academicians

Figure 31: Respondents to the Survey
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¥ Local People M Religious Committees Ml Academicians

16

12

Responders

Figure 32: Number of each Survey Responder Groups

Respondents to the survey were: local people with the number of 15, religious

communities with the numer of 15 people, and academicians with the number of 5.

© Well-informed @ Some knowledge ~ @ Not familiar

Figure 33: Awareness of the Religious and Cultural Heritage in Antioch
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[ Well-informed M Some knowledge M Not familiar

20

15

10

Figure 34: Numbers of People by Awareness of the Religious and Cultural Heritage
in Antioch

The study reveals a diverse range of participants' awareness of the religious and
cultural heritage in Antioch. Nineteen individuals showed a high level of knowledge,
while six participants had a moderate understanding. However, ten participants had
limited knowledge, suggesting a need for increased exposure and educational
initiatives. This highlights the varying levels of awareness among the population and
suggests a need for further investigation into the factors contributing to these

disparities.
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@ Visited @ Did Not Visit

Figure 35: Visiting of the Monasteries in Antioch

[ Visited B Did Not Visit

21

15,75

10,5

5,25

Figure 36: Number of visiting of the Monasteries in Antioch

The study reveals that 21 respondents had visited at least one of the monasteries in
Antioch before the earthquake, enhancing their understanding of the historical and
cultural significance of the locations. However, 14 participants did not visit any
monasteries before the earthquake, presenting an opportunity to investigate attendance

patterns and explore ways to promote cultural exploration in the region. The
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contrasting comments reveal a diverse range of personal experiences and provide a

thorough examination of pre-earthquake visits.

@ Very Important @ Somewhat Important
@ Not Very Important @® Not Important at All

Figure 37: Importance of religious heritage in promoting peace

The study reveals diverse perspectives on the role of religious heritage in promoting
peace and unity within a community. 18 participants emphasized the importance of
religious history, while 5 recognized its role in reconciliation and unity. 10 saw
religious history as less significant, and two disregarded its relevance, indicating a

need for further examination of the factors influencing these differing views.
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@ Highly Significant @ Some Significance
@ Not Particularly Significant ~ @ Not Sure/Not Familiar

Figure 38: Importance of Monasteries in Antioch's Cultural Heritage

The study on the significance of monasteries in Antioch's cultural heritage revealed
diverse perspectives. Seventeen people emphasized the importance of monasteries as
historical and religious monuments, highlighting their role in shaping the region's
cultural character. However, six people acknowledged their value but ranked them
lower than other cultural heritage sites. Nine respondents believed monasteries did not
hold significant importance in Antioch's cultural heritage, questioning the
conventional narrative. Three respondents acknowledged their lack of familiarity with
monasteries, suggesting a need for educational outreach and information distribution

to increase awareness.
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5.3 Earthquake Events and Damages to Saint Simeon Monastery

The Monastery of Saint Simeon Stylites, a significant Christian landmark, has been a
subject of seismic testing throughout its history. The first recorded earthquake in
528/529 caused extensive destruction, resulting in 140,000 deaths. Other earthquakes
in 587/588, 881, 1626, and 1822 have impacted the monastery's structural stability.
The 10th-century rebuilding of the monastery may have been necessary due to these
seismic events. This study highlights the dynamic interaction between natural
phenomena and human determination, providing valuable insights into the resilience

and restoration of a significant religious monument.

Table 10: Earthquake Events and Damages to Saint Simeon Monastery
Earthquake

v Magnitude Damages on Saint Simeon Monastery
ear

528/529 7.5 The November 29 earthquake, causing 140,000 deaths and
devastating the city and Aleppo's stronghold, may demolish
the dome, octagonal memorial pavilion, and other monastery
structures.

587/588 7.0 In 587/588, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake killed 60,000 people,
causing complete destruction of Aleppo Fortress and varying
severity in Antioch.

881 6.5 The earthquake that occurred in Aleppo in 881 had a
magnitude of M = 6.5 and resulted in significant damage.

854 The monastery may have been severely damaged by recent
tragedies and the 854 earthquake, requiring repair between
976 and 986.

1626 January 21, 1626, earthquake with intensities VIII-IX in
Aleppo, Gaziantep, Hama, and Damascus, possibly on St.
Simeon Fault or EAFZ.

1822 7.2 The 1822 earthquake, with a magnitude of 7.2, caused surface
rupturing and may have further distorted the monastery,
possibly located on the northern St. Simeon Fault or the Ghab
segment.

2013 7.7 In 2023, an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.7 killed 50,783
people, but Saint Simeon Monastery remained unharmed.
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The Saint Simeon Monastery, a historic Christian pilgrimage site, remained intact
despite a 7.7 magnitude earthquake, despite significant damage to other ancient sites

in the area.

Figure represends effects caused by seismic destruction of buildings and block

rotations in the St. Simeon Monastery;

(Source: Karakhanian, 2008).

Figure 39: Block rotations in the St. Simeon Monastery

The Monastery of Saint Simeon, a historical and theological landmark, has suffered
significant damage from earthquakes. The western and eastern sections of the main
monastery have been severely damaged, while the northern and southern sections have
seen less damage. The main church, Baptistery, and other structures have been affected
by rotations in stone blocks or masonry levels. The Monastery has evolved into a

dynamic monument, fostering a connection with the natural world through gardens
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and expansive vistas. Despite facing multiple earthquakes, the monastery has been
repaired and resilient due to its importance, architectural excellence, cultural
abundance, and community involvement (Karakhanian, 2008).

5.4 Impact of the Earthquake on the Relationship Between Saint

Simeon Monastery and Communities

The Monastery of Saint Simeon has faced several earthquakes in its history. The
seismic event that occurred on February 6, 2023, did not affect the building physically,
but it affected the city through the local people, religious committees, and residents.

People had to leave the city because of the post-earthquake living conditions.

Significantly Impacted ® To Some Extent @ No Effect
@ Not Sure/Not Applicable

Figure 40: The Repercussions of the Earthquake and the Destruction of the
Monasteries on Individuals
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Figure 41: Number of the Repercussions of the Earthquake and the Destruction of the
Monasteries on Individuals

The question examined the impact of an earthquake and the destruction of monasteries
on individuals' sense of identity and community connection. Eighteen respondents
found the earthquake significant, indicating a profound emotional and cultural
significance. Three participants reported mild impacts, indicating some degree of
change. Eight participants believed the earthquake had no noticeable impact on their
sense of identity or connection to the community. Six respondents considered the topic
irrelevant, indicating a lack of a strong sense of identity or connection to the
community. The study highlights the need for a comprehensive investigation into the
various aspects that influence individuals' connections with their cultural heritage and

community.
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@® YES ® NO @® NOT SURE

Figure 42: Revival and Operationalization of Monasteries in Antioch as a Catalyst
for the Resurgence of the Three Monotheistic Religions

@ YES B No Bl NOT SURE
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Figure 43: Numbers of Revival and Operationalization of Monasteries in Antioch as
a Catalyst for the Resurgence of the Three Monotheistic Religions

The question explores the belief in the revival of monasteries in Antioch as a catalyst
for the resurgence of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. The participants expressed

varied opinions on the impact of monasteries on religious diversity and peaceful
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cohabitation. 21 people believe that restoring and reactivating monasteries could
significantly contribute to the revival of these religions and their associated practices.
However, 8 participants believe that the restoration and re-functioning of monasteries
will not significantly influence the resurgence of these religions. Six respondents
expressed uncertainty about the influence of restoring and reactivating monasteries on
the resurgence of these religions. The study highlights the complexity of opinions on

the influence of monasteries on religious dynamics and rituals.

@ Very Optimistic @ Moderately Optimistic, with Reservations
@ Not Optimistic

Figure 44: Optimism Around the Capacity of Religious Heritage, Particularly
Monasteries, to Actively Contribute to the Process of Reconciliation in Antioch

The question reveals a diverse perspective on the role of religious heritage, particularly
monasteries, in promoting reconciliation in Antioch. Seventeen famous individuals
expressed optimism about the significant role of cultural heritage, including
monasteries, in promoting harmony and understanding within society. However, 10
respondents expressed cautious optimism, acknowledging the complexity of religious
history and its potential challenges. Eight participants expressed a lack of optimism,

questioning the effectiveness of religious heritage as the primary driver of
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reconciliation, while highlighting the influence of other elements. This highlights the
heterogeneity of viewpoints within the population and the need for further analysis of

community dynamics and attitudes towards cultural heritage.

This part of the thesis explores the damage assessment of religious heritage and
disruption of reconciliation.

5.4.1 Damage Assessment of Religious Heritage

The Saint Simeon Monastery in the Philippines remained unharmed after a 7.7-
magnitude earthquake on February 6th 2023. The earthquake had a significant impact
on the city's religious legacy, with damaged structures displaying the marks of the
disaster. The citizens are concerned about the future of their city and the feasibility of
reconstructing and revitalizing it to its former grandeur. The damaged religious
edifices represent the city's opulent heritage and varied religious customs. The
ambiguity surrounding renovation efforts contributes to the unease, and many are
seeking affirmation over the fate of their beloved sites. The earthquake disrupted the

city's structural integrity and examined its social structure's ability to recover.
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Figure 45: Damage Assessment of Religious Buildings in Antioch
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Despite challenging circumstances, communities are uniting to provide mutual
assistance in reconstructing a city's religious structures. This initiative, if approached
carefully, could reinstate the city's architectural grandeur and strengthen its social
connections. The community's dedication to safeguarding the common legacy, a

symbol of inclusivity and empathy, is evident.

Fostering Pride and Identity

Tourism and Economic Opportunities
Cultural Events and Gatherings

All of them

None

Figure 46: Answers on How the Conservation and Advancement of Religious
Heritage Might Enhance the General Welfare of Communities in Antioch

The question explores the impact of religious heritage conservation and advancement
on the welfare of communities in Antioch. Respondents believe that it can foster pride
and identity, attract tourists and provide economic opportunities, and provide venues
for cultural events and meetings. However, four respondents believe that none of the
provided choices are suitable, suggesting a potential discrepancy in their views on the
influence of religious history on society's well-being. The diverse responses highlight
the complex relationship between religious tradition and communal well-being, with

individuals assigning importance to various reasons. This complexity calls for further
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research into the precise ways in which religious heritage enhances the overall well-

being of Antioch communities.

The Easter celebration in front of the devastated Antioch Greek Orthodox Church, led
by Patriarch Yuhanna Yazici, demonstrates the community's resilience amidst
hardship. The Paskalya ritual, commemorating Jesus' resurrection, is a significant
aspect of the event, reflecting the community's dedication to their faith. The inaugural
Christmas celebration in Antioch, following the earthquakes, showcases a
collaborative effort to restore infrastructure and a sense of optimism. Despite the
destruction, individuals lit candles and said prayers to honor the lives lost. The
participation of Muslim religious committees in providing aid to those affected by the
earthquakes demonstrates unity and the collective aspiration to rebuild peacefully. The
willingness to offer assistance regardless of religious affiliations demonstrates the

power of solidarity during adversity.
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Figure 47: Christmas and Easter Celebration in Antioch following the Earthquake

These occurrences depict a society that is resolute in overcoming the difficulties

caused by the earthquakes, cultivating a feeling of solidarity and reciprocal assistance.

The rituals and events demonstrate a shared dedication to not only reconstructing the

physical infrastructure, but also strengthening the historical connections that have

made this city a symbol of interfaith harmony, through manifestations of faith, hope,

118



and unity. The community's unwavering spirit is demonstrated by their collective faith
in a more promising future and their proactive endeavors to assist one other,
showcasing their resilience and diversity.

5.4.2 Disruption of Reconciliation

The city's terrible position has a dramatic influence on the breakdown of reconciliation.
The city is currently in a condition of complete destruction following the earthquake,
with no buildings, whether recently built or of historical importance, remaining intact.
The complete disintegration of all structures has resulted in a desolate scene, where

the remains of what was before now lay in ruins.

The complete lack of observable living activities is a clear and vivid depiction of the
difficulties that individuals are now facing. The absence resulting from the fallen
buildings extends beyond mere physical structures; it deeply affects the essence of
daily living and social connections. The city, formerly bustling with the liveliness of

its heterogeneous population, currently carries the burdensome burden of desolation.

Rebuilding encompasses more than just the physical reconstruction of structures; it
entails reviving the essence of the city and its inhabitants. The absence of
reconciliation is apparent in the current state of stillness that envelops a formerly
vibrant town. The formerly harmonic public spaces, where individuals from all origins
peacefully coexisted, have now been replaced by the resounding aftermath of

devastation, which threatens the city's capacity to restore its interfaith togetherness.

Gaining a thorough understanding of the complexity of the issue is essential for fully
grasping the difficulties that lie ahead. Reconstruction necessitates not just the physical

rebuilding of the city, but also necessitates a collaborative endeavor to revive the
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connections of camaraderie and harmonious cohabitation that shaped its identity. The
path towards reconciliation is expected to be intricate and demanding, as the city
endeavors not only to reconstruct its physical infrastructure but also to find and revive
the feeling of communal harmony that thrived within its now devastated borders.
Monastery of Saint Simeon has had an impact on the relationship between people and
the building through reconciliation. To support theoretical observations of

reconciliation, photographs have been taken on a city scale;

Photos Taken by Author, Earthquake Damage Photos Taken by Author,
2023 (URL 12) 2023

Photos Taken by Author, Photos Taken by Photos Taken by Author,
2023 Author, 2023 2023

120



Photos Taken by Author,
2023

Photos Taken by
Author, 2023

2023

SIANMAKTADIR VabibitiecarComi e eyt

Photos Taken by Author,
2023

Photos Taken by
Author, 2023

Earthquake Damage
(URL 14)

I

Photos Taken by Author,
2023

Photos Taken by
Author, 2023

Earthquake Damage
(URL 13)

Figure 48: Disruption of Reconciliation in City

Field investigations have shown a significant decrease in population, which can be

ascribed to inadequate living circumstances. The insufficient allocation of crucial

infrastructure, such as residential buildings, medical facilities, educational institutions,

and commercial establishments, has significantly diminished the citizens' standard of
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living. The city currently contains a small population, people that are living in tents,
mostly composed of residents who had chance to repair their single-story buildings
after the earthquake or again single-story buildings that were not impacted by the

earthquake.

Figure 49: People Living in Tents
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The fortitude of the city's inhabitants is apparent in the midst of such hardship, since a
segment of the populace has opted to remain in their residence despite the extensive
devastation. Instead, many have chosen to construct makeshift dwellings, residing in
tents that provide rudimentary defense against the natural forces. This decision
demonstrates a profound affection for their hometown, a resolute desire to endure the
difficulties, and an unyielding dedication to reconstructing their lives among the

devastation.

Residing in tents under these conditions serves not just as a pragmatic resolution but
also as a symbolic act of resistance against the forced relocation resulting from the
earthquake. It showcases a robust communal spirit and a determination not to be
exclusively characterized by the physical devastation in their midst. Within these
improvised abodes, the inhabitants establish a bond with the historical fabric of their
urban environment, all while confronting the unpredictability of the current

circumstances with unwavering faith in a more promising tomorrow.

The decision to reside in tents demonstrates perseverance, while also emphasizing the
pressing want for extensive assistance and rehabilitation endeavors. These tenacious
folks, residing in precarious situations, require assistance to reconstruct not just their
dwellings but also their livelihoods. The obstacles encountered in such situations go
beyond the physical components of shelter, emphasizing the significance of a unified

response to guarantee the welfare and recovery of the community.

The city has had a succession of tragic calamities, including an earthquake, which has
led the state to determine the need to demolish structures that are considered

structurally unsound. The process of demolition has several stages, which include
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applying force to the structures to trigger their collapse, fragmenting them into smaller
pieces, segregating the structural components, and removing the foundations.
Unfortunately, this activity produces debris particles that spread throughout the

environment, posing further difficulties for the population.

An important issue comes from the airborne presence of asbestos dust during the
process of removing debris and demolishing compromised structures. Asbestos is
categorized as a Group 1 carcinogen by the World Health Organization, highlighting
its significant health hazards. The airborne dissemination of asbestos particles presents
possible health risks to the inhabitants, particularly those residing in tents. Individuals
caught in the midst of this predicament not only confront the immediate difficulties of
being displaced and residing in provisional accommodations, but also endure the

enduring health hazards linked to prolonged contact with perilous substances.

The process of demolishing structures, although essential for safety purposes,
underscores the intricate and diverse aspects of catastrophe recovery. Striking a
balance between the pressing need for reconstruction and the imperative to protect
public health is a sensitive challenge, especially when citizens, who are already dealing

with the consequences of the earthquake, are exposed to more hazards.
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Figure 50: Demolition Process

To tackle these difficulties, a comprehensive strategy is needed that gives equal
importance to the physical restoration of the city and the health and well-being of its
residents. To limit the health hazards connected with the demolition process, it is
imperative to employ effective measures such as the use of appropriate protective gear,
monitoring the air quality, and raising awareness in the community. The individuals

residing in tents, who are already experiencing the difficulties of being displaced, merit
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a reaction that guarantees not only their immediate well-being but also protects their
long-term physical condition in light of environmental perils. During observation, the

damage to the bridge of reconciliation can be seen or felt.

The proliferation of specialized platforms focused on disseminating news and articles
on the significance of Antioch's culture and legacy, together with conversations about
the city's reconstruction, highlights a praiseworthy endeavor towards reconciliation
and conservation. These organizations, including the Yeniden Antakya Platformu
Dernegi Kiiltiirii Korumak ve Iyilestirmek (Rebuild Antakya Platform for Preserving
and Improving Culture), Korumaradyoda (Cultural Heritage and Preservation), Hatay
Ortak Meselemiz (Hatay, Our Common Issue), and Hatay Yeniden Ayakta Platformu
(Hatay Rebuilds Platform), have a crucial impact in promoting consciousness,

discourse, and cooperative endeavors towards the restoration of the city.
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Figure 51: Platform Building Awarness of Antioch

The presence of coordinated endeavors actively deliberating the importance of
Antioch's cultural history and arguing for its safeguarding and enhancement indicates
a shared dedication to conserving the distinct character of the city. These platforms

likely function as venues for exchanging ideas, knowledge, and tactics on how to

126



reconstruct Antioch in a manner that respects its extensive history and varied cultural

heritage.

Moreover, the diverse range of these platforms, each with its distinct emphasis on
cultural preservation, tactics for reconstruction, or common concerns, demonstrates a
diversified approach to tackling the issues encountered by the city. The possibility for
enhanced solutions lies in the collaboration between various projects, highlighting the

significance of unity in the face of challenges.

These pillars demonstrate both the reconciliation and the community's desire to
actively shape Antioch's future. These projects make a substantial contribution to the
city's recovery and the restoration of a collective sense of purpose and identity by
highlighting the significance of protecting cultural assets and collaborating towards

reconstruction.

Significant Contribution @ Some Contribution
@ No Contribution @ Possible Hindrance
@ Not Sure/Not Familiar

Figure 52: The Belief in the Role of Attempts to Rebuild Damaged Monasteries in
Post-Disaster Recovery and Reconciliation Varied.
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The study surveyed participants on their beliefs about the role of rebuilding damaged
monasteries in post-disaster recovery and reconciliation. Twenty respondents strongly
believed that the restoration of destroyed monasteries could significantly contribute to
community reconstruction and reconciliation. Three respondents acknowledged that
restoration efforts could partially aid in recovery, considering other factors. However,
seven respondents believed that restoration efforts did not necessarily improve
community reconstruction and reconciliation. Three participants even suggested that
restoration efforts could impede progress, highlighting the potential challenges. Two
participants acknowledged their lack of knowledge about the subject, highlighting the
need for further research on the consequences of repairing damaged monasteries. The
diverse perspectives highlight the complexity of the issue and the need for further

understanding of community dynamics and objectives.

@ HighImpact @ Moderate Impact @ Low Impact

Figure 53: Answers on How Restored Monasteries in Antioch May Potentially
Promote Social Cohesiveness and Cultural Diversity
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Question on the impact of restored monasteries in Antioch on social cohesiveness and
cultural diversity was conducted. Sixteen participants believed that these holy places
could significantly promote harmony and cultural diversity. Fifteen participants
considered these monasteries to have a moderate influence on social unity and cultural
diversity, considering other factors affecting community dynamics. Four participants
believed that restored monasteries had minimal influence, questioning the assumption
that restoration projects naturally have a significant impact on societal unity and
variety. The study highlights the diverse perspectives on the influence of renovated

monasteries on community dynamics in Antioch.

@ Definitely Support @ Conditional Support @ Not Supportive

Figure 54: Endorsing Activities and Endeavors Aimed at Restoring and Conserving
Monasteries in Antioch

The study reveals varying opinions on the restoration and conservation of monasteries
in Antioch, with 18 individuals strongly supporting these efforts to promote peace and
harmony. Twelve participants expressed a conditional position, acknowledging the
need for careful considerations in restoration efforts. However, five participants

opposed these projects, questioning their impact on community dynamics. The diverse
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range of opinions highlights the complexity of opinions on these measures.
Understanding the factors influencing these viewpoints could provide insights into
community dynamics, objectives, and potential obstacles in executing these efforts.

The study highlights the need for further research and understanding.

Lack of Funding
@ Resistance or Opposition
@ Balancing Historical Preservation and Modern Functionality
® Al
@ None

Figure 55: Answers on Support for Initiatives and Endeavors to Restore and Preserve
Monasteries in Antioch as a Strategy to Foster Reconciliation

The question reveals varied opinions on the restoration and preservation of antioch
monasteries. Eighteen respondents strongly supported the idea, arguing that such
efforts could promote reconciliation and harmony. Twelve respondents, however, took
a conditional approach, suggesting they could support the project depending on the
circumstances. Five participants opposed the restoration projects, questioning their
impact on community dynamics. The diverse range of opinions highlights the
complexity of opinions on monastery restoration and conservation. Understanding the
factors influencing these perspectives could provide insights into community

dynamics, objectives, and potential obstacles in implementing these efforts.
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@ Significant Potential @ Some Impact, Not Significant
@ Unlikely Contribution

Figure 56: Impact of Renovated Monasteries in Antioch on Interfaith Dialogue and
Collaboration Elicited Varied Comments from the Participants

The question on the prospective impact of renovated monasteries in Antioch on
interfaith dialogue and collaboration elicited varied comments from the participants.
Twenty persons of considerable importance expressed a firm conviction that the
restored monasteries has substantial potential to promote interfaith dialogue and
cooperation. This perspective emphasizes a positive outlook on the transformational
impact that these renovated sacred places may have in fostering comprehension and
cooperation across the three monotheistic religions. However, eight respondents
expressed that the restored monasteries will have a limited rather than substantial effect
on interfaith communication and collaboration. This perspective recognizes the
potential beneficial impacts of restoration initiatives while also taking into account
additional elements that might affect interfaith relations. In contrast, seven individuals
expressed doubt, asserting that the renovated monasteries are improbable to make a
substantial contribution to religious communication and cooperation. This perspective
questions the belief that restoration projects naturally have a crucial impact on

promoting healthy contacts and cooperation across different religious communities.
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The range of responses demonstrates the heterogeneous viewpoints among the studied
cohort about the possible influence of restored monasteries on interfaith
communication and collaboration in Antioch. Additional investigation into the
variables that impact these viewpoints might provide significant understanding of

community dynamics and expectations for the conservation of religious heritage.

Local Community Organizations
Religious Institutions
Government Agencies
Non-Governmental Organizations
All

Figure 57: Stakeholders or Organizations That Should have a Prominent Role in the
Reconciliation and Restoration Endeavors of Monasteries in Antioch

The question surveyed participants on the key stakeholders in the reconciliation and
restoration of monasteries in Antioch. Seven respondents emphasized the importance
of local community groups, religious institutions, government agencies, and NGOs in
the process. Two participants identified religious institutions as crucial, as they
influence the community's cultural and spiritual aspects. Three identified NGOs as
essential partners, while 22 advocated for a joint involvement of local community
organizations, religious institutions, and government agencies. The results highlight

the complexity of stakeholder engagement and the need for cooperation among
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different participants to ensure comprehensive and efficient efforts in the

reconciliation and restoration of monasteries in Antioch.

@ Interested in Volunteering/Contributing
@® Maybe, Depending on Opportunities
@ Not Interested in Participating

Figure 58: Reveal Diverse Levels of Willingness Among Participants to Actively
Engage in Efforts Aimed at Building Reconciliation and Safeguarding Cultural
Assets in Antioch

The survey reveals a wide range of attitudes towards active involvement in efforts to
build reconciliation and protect cultural assets in Antioch. Twenty significant
individuals expressed a resolute interest in participating, indicating a significant
proportion of the population eager to contribute. Seven respondents expressed
conditional interest, indicating they would only participate if certain criteria align with
their preferences. Eight individuals expressed a lack of interest, indicating they may
not find these projects align with their interests or priorities. Overall, the survey shows
a wide spectrum of attitudes towards active involvement, with some showing a

favorable propensity to contribute.
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Creating Partnerships with Local Businesses and Tourism Organizations
@ Developing Educational Programs for Youth and Community Members
@ Establishing Ongoing Dialogue Platforms for Interfaith Cooperation
® Al

Figure 59: Pertaining to Supplementary Measures or Tactics to Guarantee the
Enduring Viability and Efficacy of Restored Monasteries

The survey determines the long-term viability and effectiveness of restored
monasteries as instruments for reconciliation. Participants suggested several strategies,
including establishing collaborations with local businesses and tourism entities,
creating educational initiatives for young people and community members, and
establishing continuous communication venues for interfaith collaboration. A
significant number of participants supported a comprehensive strategy that included
forging alliances with local businesses and tourism entities, creating educational
initiatives for young people and community members, and establishing sustained
forums for interfaith collaboration. The responses highlighted the need for a diversified
approach to tackle the complex challenges related to the lasting sustainability and
efficacy of restored monasteries as instruments for reconciliation. The diverse
viewpoints within the surveyed group underscore the need for a comprehensive

approach to fostering peace and reconciliation.
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General Review of Survey Results

The survey analysis clearly indicates that the earthquake has caused damage to the
bridge connecting the Monastery of Saint Simeon with its sacred assets. The answers
reflect a shared aspiration among participants for the restoration of this notable holy
place. The survey responses highlight the community's collective belief that these
locations possess significant cultural and religious importance. There is a strong desire
to transform the Monastery of Saint Simeon into a place that anyone can use. This
emotion represents a shared desire to protect and repair the religious and cultural

heritage linked to the monastery, highlighting its significance as a communal resource.

Local People: The fact that more than half of the local residents were aware of the
heritage and less than half were not highlights a still-existing lack of awareness among
the local community. Efforts aimed at enhancing knowledge and education regarding
cultural, religious, and monastic history, particularly the Saint Simeon monastic, have
the potential to provide positive outcomes. Implementing local outreach programs,
educational efforts, and community involvement tactics can effectively address and

reduce this knowledge gap.

Religious Communities: Characterizing religious communities as emotional
participants emphasizes their profound emotional attachment to historical places. It is
essential to acknowledge and comprehend this emotional connection in order to create
programs that deeply resonate with the principles and emotions of religious groups.
Integrating emotional and cultural aspects into the protection of heritage might

potentially increase community involvement.
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Academics: Experts, who have a deep understanding of heritage, encompassing
cultural, religious, and the unique heritage of Saint Simeon Monastery, provide well-
informed viewpoints. Their comments might be regarded as scholarly perspectives,
enriching the survey with their academic knowledge. Engaging with scholars may play
a crucial role in formulating thorough and knowledgeable approaches to conserving

cultural property.

Effectively preserving history and engaging the community in Antioch requires
addressing the different degrees of awareness and involvement within each category
of respondents. Customized initiatives that take into account the particular
requirements, degrees of expertise, and emotional attachments of local residents,
religious groups, and scholars can result in more effective and all-encompassing

endeavors to save cultural heritage.

The survey findings offer a thorough understanding of the viewpoints and emotions of
participants on the Monastery of Saint Simeon and larger matters concerning cultural
and religious heritage in Antioch. Following is a comprehensive overview of the main

discoveries:

Awareness and Knowledge: The population has significant awareness about the
Monastery of Saint Simeon, since more than half of the respondents are knowledgeable
about its cultural and religious importance. Only a part of the local population is not
knowledgeable. Academics, with their expertise, play a vital role in offering well-

informed viewpoints and adding academic information to the discussion on heritage.
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Attitudes Toward Heritage Preservation: The majority of respondents, including
religious committees and local residents, demonstrate a favorable propensity to
actively engage in activities focused on conserving the cultural and religious heritage,
particularly the Monastery of Saint Simeon. Stakeholders from several sectors,
including local community groups, religious institutions, and government agencies,

are acknowledged as crucial participants in reconciliation and restoration endeavors.

Perceived Impact of Restored Monasteries: The restored monasteries, especially the
Monastery of Saint Simeon, are expected to have a positive influence on the society
by fostering social cohesion, cultural variety, and interfaith dialogue. Recognizing the
importance of long-term sustainability and efficacy of restored cultural sites, it is
widely understood that comprehensive initiatives, such as forming relationships with
local companies, implementing educational programs, and establishing continuing

conversation platforms, are vital.

Reconciliation and Community involvement: Various viewpoints are recognized,
involving local individuals and religious committees that represent different groups
that may necessitate customized ways to involvement. Academicians provide an
impartial perspective that connects the divide between emotional and intellectual

interpretations of heritage, highlighting the significance of inclusive approaches.

Willingness to Contribute: A substantial number of participants demonstrate a keen
enthusiasm to actively engage in endeavors focused on fostering reconciliation and
safeguarding cultural heritage, indicating a shared dedication to the legacy of Antioch.
This collective readiness extends to other groups, highlighting a mutual obligation to

save cultural and religious treasures, such as the Monastery of Saint Simeon.
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Survey findings indicate a collective aspiration to conserve and revive the cultural and
religious heritage in Antioch, particularly emphasizing the restoration of the
Monastery of Saint Simeon. The results emphasize the value of including the
community, working together, and using well-informed plans to guarantee the
continued importance of these historical sites in the wider cultural context of Antioch.
The Saint Simeon Monastery can play a crucial role in the post-earthquake
rehabilitation by implementing a comprehensive strategy that integrates cultural,
economic, and community-building initiatives. This approach will attract people back
to the city and promote a revitalized sense of community and direction.

5.5 Conclusion and Recommendations on Saint Simeon Monastery

The survey results provide a compelling snapshot of the community's sentiments and
aspirations regarding the Monastery of Saint Simeon in the aftermath of the
earthquake. It is evident from the analysis that the seismic event has inflicted damage
on the bridge connecting the monastery with its sacred assets. However, what shines
through in the responses is a shared and fervent aspiration for the restoration of this
esteemed holy place. The collective voice of the participants underscores the deep

cultural and religious significance attributed to the monastery and its surroundings.

Participants express a strong desire to not only restore but transform the Monastery of
Saint Simeon into a place accessible to everyone. This sentiment reflects a profound
communal commitment to safeguarding and revitalizing the religious and cultural
heritage associated with the monastery. The survey paints a picture of the monastery
not just as a historical and spiritual site but as a shared resource that holds immense

communal value.
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The most relevant type of reconciliation to focus on is 'Community Reconciliation.'
This type of reconciliation centers around fostering unity, healing, and rebuilding
relationships within a specific community, which aligns closely with the aim of
utilizing religious heritage, such as Saint Simeon Monastery, as a tool for
reconciliation among the communities affected by the earthquake in Antioch. By
focusing on community reconciliation, exploring how religious heritage serves as a
catalyst for restoring harmony, promoting understanding, and fostering resilience

within the local community.

Recommendations

The Saint Simeon Monastery's significance can be raised through various strategies.
These include community workshops and seminars, educational outreach programs,
cultural events and festivals, interactive multimedia campaigns, local artistic
collaborations, heritage trail initiatives, collaborations with religious leaders, public
lectures and symposia, inclusive community dialogues, and collaboration with local
media. These efforts aim to educate residents about the monastery's historical, cultural,
and religious significance, engage in open discussions, and promote unity and

inclusivity.

Educational outreach programs should be implemented in local schools and
institutions, incorporating the monastery's history and heritage into age-appropriate
curriculum modules. Cultural events and festivals should be hosted, featuring art
exhibitions, music performances, and traditional celebrations. Interactive multimedia
campaigns can be launched to make the monastery more accessible to a broader
audience. Local artistic collaborations can also be encouraged to convey the

monastery's emotional and cultural resonance.
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Inclusive community dialogues and partnerships with local media outlets can also be
implemented to highlight the monastery's importance and promote unity. By
implementing these recommendations, a comprehensive model of behavior can be
established, fostering a deep and sustained awareness of the monastery's religious
heritage. By implementing these recommendations, the Monastery of Saint Simeon
can not only undergo a physical restoration but also become a symbol of community
resilience, collaboration, and shared heritage, ensuring its significance for generations

to come.
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Chapter 6

CONCLUSION

Religious heritage is a vital tool in reconciliation, both before and after seismic events
like earthquakes. It serves as a cultural bridge, fostering shared identities and historical
resilience. Post-earthquake, it becomes tangible tools for unity, healing, and
reconstruction, facilitating interfaith cooperation, preserving cultural traditions, and
serving as an educational resource. Through its multifaceted dimensions, religious
heritage guides communities towards reconciliation amidst seismic disruptions. Its
multifaceted dimensions make it a powerful instrument in guiding communities

towards reconciliation.

Table 11: Role of Religious Heritage as a Reconciliation Tool Pre and Post Earthquake

Aspect

Pre-Earthquake

Post-Earthquake

Sense Cultural Bridge and
Shared Identity

Serves as a cultural bridge,
fostering shared identity.

Shared identity becomes a
tool for unity and
collaboration in rebuilding.

Historical Continuity and
Resilience

Embodies historical
continuity, symbolizing
resilience.

Historical continuity inspires
resilience, aiding in the
recovery process.

Symbol and

Healing

of Hope

Acts as a beacon of hope and
inspiration.

Becomes a tangible symbol
of hope and healing for
communities.

Interfaith Dialogue and
Cooperation

Promotes interfaith
understanding and
cooperation.

Facilitates collaboration
among diverse religious
groups for recovery.

Cultural Preservation and
Reconstruction

Preserves cultural traditions
and architectural treasures.

Preservation and
reconstruction contribute to
cultural revitalization.

Educational Resource for
Understanding

Serves as an educational
resource for cultural and
spiritual values.

Becomes a tool for
understanding, dispelling
misconceptions, and unity.
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The enduring nature of religious heritage not only anchors communities to their past
but also propels them forward, offering solace, inspiration, and a shared path towards
healing and reconstruction. It represents resilience and the spirit of reconciliation in

the face of adversity.

Saint Simeon Monastery in Antioch, with its rich historical and cultural significance,
can indeed serve as a powerful tool for reconciliation. To understand its potential as
such, it is essential to delve into both its tangible, immovable heritage and the

associated intangible, living cultural aspects.

Tangible Heritage

Architectural and Artistic Value: At the heart of the Saint Simeon Monastery lies a
remarkable display of Byzantine architecture, drawing scholars, historians, and art
enthusiasts from around the globe. The remains of the Pillar of Saint Simeon, a
distinctive feature of the monastery, showcase intricate craftsmanship and
architectural ingenuity. This unparalleled architectural value not only contributes to
the scholarly discourse on Byzantine art but also captivates the imagination of those

seeking a deeper understanding of historical architectural evolution.

Historical Significance: Saint Simeon Monastery transcends its architectural
splendor; it is a living testament to the historical significance of the region. As the final
resting place of Saint Simeon Stylites, a revered ascetic and Christian saint, the
monastery carries profound spiritual weight. This historical narrative resonates with
followers of Christianity, imbuing the site with a sense of shared spiritual history.
Pilgrims and visitors alike are drawn to the monastery not only for its architectural

marvels but also to connect with the sacred history embedded in its stones a history
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that continues to shape the cultural identity of the region. Saint Simeon Monastery,
through its historical layers, offers a bridge between the past and the present, inviting

all to witness the enduring legacy of faith and architectural brilliance.

UNESCO Criteria: Saint Simeon Monastery, despite not being on UNESCQO's World
Heritage List, is a significant cultural and historical site. Its intrinsic values align with
UNESCO's criteria for recognition, showcasing universal value, cultural importance,
and historical authenticity. Despite not being officially recognized, the monastery
represents the preservation and representation of human history and spirituality,

making it a global site of global importance.

The UNESCO World Heritage criteria consist of ten criteria (from (i) to (x)), and a site
needs to meet at least one of these criteria to be considered for inclusion on the World
Heritage List. Saint Simeon Monastery could potentially align with several of these
criteria. However, without detailed information about the specific characteristics of the
monastery, it's challenging to pinpoint a specific criterion. Criteria that could be
relevant;

Criterion (i): Represent a masterpiece of human creative genius.

Criterion (iii): Bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition
or to a civilization.

Criterion (iv): Be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or
technological ensemble, or landscape that illustrates a significant stage in human
history.

Criterion (vi): Be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with
ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal

significance.
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Saint Simeon Monastery is a significant architectural and historical landmark in the
region, serving as the final resting place of Saint Simeon Stylites, a revered ascetic and
Christian saint. The monastery's Byzantine architecture, exemplified by the Pillar of
Saint Simeon, attracts scholars and enthusiasts worldwide. Its spiritual significance is
deeply rooted in the region's history, weaving a shared spiritual history into its stones.
Despite not being on UNESCO's World Heritage List, the monastery's intrinsic values
align with UNESCO's criteria for recognition, showcasing universal value, cultural
importance, and historical authenticity. Its potential recognition would further
emphasize the monastery's place in the global narrative of human history and

spirituality.

Intangible Heritage

Spiritual Values: The ethereal tapestry of Saint Simeon Monastery is intricately
woven with spiritual values that transcend the tangible confines of its architectural
magnificence. The beliefs, spiritual practices, and time-honored traditions associated
with the monastery are not merely rituals; they represent a living testament to the
collective soul of the community. These spiritual values, handed down through
generations, have become a dynamic force, shaping the very essence of the
community's identity and fostering a sense of cohesion. The echoes of prayers, the
resonance of sacred chants, and the quiet contemplation within the monastery's sacred
spaces create an intangible aura, a reservoir of spiritual richness that binds the

community together in a shared journey of faith and devotion.

Community Behaviors and Beliefs: Beyond its physical presence, the monastery
serves as a fulcrum for the community's shared beliefs and behaviors. It is not merely

a historical relic but a vibrant nexus where the community collectively engages in
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spiritual practices, creating a profound sense of unity and purpose. The communal
behaviors, forged in the crucible of shared faith, extend beyond the walls of the
monastery, permeating the daily lives of the residents. The interconnectedness
between community behaviors and beliefs is a dynamic interplay, where the teachings
and spiritual ethos emanating from the monastery become a guiding compass,
influencing social interactions, ethical considerations, and the overall fabric of
communal life. It is within these shared beliefs and behaviors that the intangible
heritage of Saint Simeon Monastery thrives, shaping the cultural landscape of the
community and perpetuating a legacy that goes beyond the bricks and mortar,

resonating through the collective consciousness of the people it serves.

Saint Simeon Monastery's intangible heritage is a complex narrative that transcends
physical structures and into spiritual and communal realms. Its sacred spaces embody
spiritual values, weaving beliefs, practices, and traditions into the community's
identity. This living cultural tapestry forms an integral part of the community's
cohesion, resonating with the shared journey of faith and devotion. The monastery
serves as a focal point for community beliefs and behaviors, shaping the cultural
landscape and perpetuating a legacy that transcends time and space. It stands as a living

testament to the enduring power of faith, community, and shared values.

Integration of Tangible and Intangible Heritage

Model of Behavior - Integrated Heritage Approach: To forge a profound
connection between past and present, the promotion of an integrated heritage approach
becomes paramount. This approach meticulously acknowledges the coexistence of
both tangible and intangible dimensions within Saint Simeon Monastery. Educational

programs and guided tours serve as instrumental tools, not only unraveling the
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architectural intricacies that define the physical structure but also delving into the
spiritual and cultural values that breathe life into its storied walls. By intertwining these
aspects, an immersive understanding emerges, fostering a holistic appreciation for the
richness embedded in the monastery's heritage. This integrated approach lays the
foundation for a more profound and interconnected engagement with Saint Simeon
Monastery, aligning with a vision that extends beyond mere preservation to active

participation in its living legacy.

Cultural Events and Celebrations: A vibrant tapestry of cultural events and
celebrations unfolds within the sanctuary of Saint Simeon Monastery, providing a
dynamic platform for the community to unite. Beyond the bricks and stones, these
events become a kaleidoscope of the rich history, artistic marvels, and spiritual
practices inherent in the monastery's heritage. By organizing such gatherings, the
community not only commemorates its shared legacy but also fosters a sense of pride
and unity among its residents. Whether through art exhibitions, music performances,
or traditional rituals, each celebration serves as a vibrant stroke in the ongoing painting
of Saint Simeon Monastery's cultural landscape. These events become a collective
celebration, breathing life into the heritage, and ensuring that its significance resonates

through the hearts and minds of all who participate.

Interfaith Dialogues: At the crossroads of diverse faiths, Saint Simeon Monastery
emerges as a sanctuary for interfaith dialogues, emphasizing its role as a shared
heritage for Christians, Muslims, and other religious communities in Antioch. These
dialogues transcend the boundaries of religious affiliations, fostering mutual
understanding and collaboration among diverse faiths. By actively promoting

interfaith interactions, the monastery becomes a bridge that connects different belief
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systems. This not only contributes to the harmonious coexistence of varied religious
communities but also enriches the broader cultural mosaic of Antioch. The interfaith
dialogues at Saint Simeon Monastery stand as a testament to the enduring power of
heritage in fostering unity and mutual respect, showcasing that shared spaces can
become catalysts for collaborative engagement, transcending the divisions that may

exist in the broader social context.

Healing Place and Gathering Hub

Health and Wellness Initiatives: In harnessing the profound resonance of Saint
Simeon Monastery as a healing place, a transformative realm of health and wellness
initiatives unfolds. The monastery's esteemed reputation as a sanctuary for the soul
becomes a gateway to holistic well-being. Beyond its historical and spiritual
dimensions, the monastery offers a haven for physical rejuvenation and spiritual
enrichment. Imaginatively, this can encompass a spectrum of health initiatives ranging
from serene meditation sessions that draw inspiration from the tranquil surroundings
to immersive wellness retreats designed to restore both body and spirit. By merging
the ancient tranquility of the monastery with modern wellness practices, a unique
sanctuary emerges one that not only heals the body but nurtures the soul, creating a
harmonious balance that echoes through the lives of those who seek solace within its

sacred walls.

Community Engagement Programs: In the spirit of shared custodianship,
community engagement programs come to the forefront as vital instruments in
preserving and promoting the legacy of Saint Simeon Monastery. These programs aim
not merely to involve but to empower local residents, instilling in them a profound

sense of ownership and responsibility for their shared heritage. Through interactive
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initiatives, residents become active participants in the preservation journey, fostering
a deeper connection with the monastery. Workshops, educational sessions, and
collaborative projects serve as conduits, allowing the community to contribute actively
to the monastery's well-being. By cultivating a sense of shared responsibility, the
programs go beyond mere engagement; they cultivate a collective consciousness that
views the monastery not just as a historical site but as a living entity intertwined with
the fabric of the community. This involvement, rooted in a sense of pride and
belonging, becomes a beacon for the sustained vibrancy and relevance of Saint Simeon

Monastery in the hearts and minds of those it serves.

Saint Simeon Monastery becomes a tool for reconciliation through a holistic approach
that recognizes its tangible and intangible dimensions. By integrating both aspects and
implementing a model of behavior that raises awareness and fosters community
engagement, the monastery can continue to be a unifying force, healing place, and

cultural hub for the diverse communities in Antioch.

In the intricate tapestry of Antioch's history, Saint Simeon Monastery emerges not only
as a testament to the enduring legacy of faith but also as a resilient tool for
reconciliation. In the challenging aftermath of the earthquake, the monastery takes on
an even more profound role, becoming a beacon of hope and healing. The holistic
approach applied recognizes the monastery's tangible and intangible dimensions,
seamlessly integrating its historical significance with the spiritual values it embodies.
This integration, especially poignant in the post-earthquake context, signifies not just

physical reconstruction but the revitalization of the community's spirit.
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Through a carefully implemented model of behavior, emphasizing awareness and
active community engagement, the monastery transcends its traditional role. It stands
not only as a unifying force, drawing diverse communities together in shared
reverence, but also as a healing place, offering solace and renewal to those affected by
the seismic upheaval. The cultural hub that Saint Simeon Monastery represents extends
beyond its architectural grandeur; it becomes a dynamic center where shared histories,
traditions, and beliefs intertwine, fostering understanding and unity in the face of

adversity.

In the journey towards reconciliation, Saint Simeon Monastery becomes a living
example of the transformative power embedded in religious heritage. By embracing
both tangible and intangible aspects and leveraging its intrinsic values, the monastery
becomes a tool not just for rebuilding structures but for rebuilding connections,
bridging divides, and nurturing a collective resilience that withstands the tremors of
both natural disasters and human discord. The story of Saint Simeon Monastery in
Antioch is one of resilience, renewal, and reconciliation a testament to the enduring

strength of heritage in fostering unity and healing in the face of challenges.
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Appendix A: Application for Ethics

MIMARLIK, PLANLAMA VE TASARIM ETiK ALT KURULU

12.07.2023
Sayi: ETK00-2023- 0145
Konu: Etik Kurulu’na Bagvurunuz Hk.

Sayin: Bilge Kalkan

Prof. Dr. Kagan Gilinge danigmanhginda yuritmekte oldugunuz “Role of Religious
Heritage as a Tool for Reconciliation Pre/Post Earthquake: The case of Monasteries in
Antakya” konulu YL tez calismanizla ilgili basvurunuz, Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi
Mimarlik, Planlama ve Tasarim Etik Alt Kurulu’nun 12.07.2023 tarih ve 2023-12 sayili

toplantisinda incelenerek uygun bulunmustur.

Calismalarinizda bagarilar dilerim.

Prof. Dr. Ozgiir Dingylirek

Mimarlik, Planlama ve Tasarim Etik Alt Kurulu Baskani
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Appendix B:

Participation

Eastern Mediterranean University, Faculty of Architecture
Gazimagusa, Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti
Tel: +(90) 392 630 1349 Faks: +(90) 392 630 2365 Web: https://farc.emu.edu.tr/en

INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM FOR VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION

Dear participant,

Before agreeing to participate in the study, please take a few moments to carefully read the
information below about the study. If you have any questions about the research, you can
contact the researcher with the contact information below. This research will be carried out by
Eastern Mediterranean University, architecture faculty, architecture graduate student Bilge
KALKAN, it is carried out under the responsibility of Prof.Dr.Kagan GUNGE. The subject of the
research is Role of Religious Heritage as a Tool for Reconciliation Pre/Post Earthquake: The
case of Monasteries in Antakya. The purpose of the research is to highlight the role of religious
heritage, particularly monasteries, as a tool for promoting reconciliation and mutual
understanding in the aftermath of an earthquake in Antakya. The study will take a maximum of
45-60 minutes. Your participation in the study is not mandatory and you have the right to refuse
to participate. You have the right to withdraw from the study at any time without explanation. If
you withdraw from the research, your answers will be destroyed and will not be used in the
research. If you agree to participate and complete the research, the answers and questionnaires
will be kept confidential. Your name and identifying information will be stored separately from
the rest of the survey. Data will be retained for a maximum of 6 years after the research is
completed. After the analysis of the data, a report on the research can be published.
Additionally, it should be noted that there are institutions in the region that offer voluntary
psychological support. Throughout this study, these institutions will be contacted as needed,
ensuring a collaborative approach to addressing any psychological support requirements.

Title of Research: Role of Religious Heritage as a Tool for Reconciliation Pre/Post Earthquake:
The case of Monasteries in Antakya

Aragtirmacilarin Adlari: Prof.Dr. Kagan GUNGE / Bilge KALKAN
Contact; kagan.gunce@emu.edu.tr — Graduate education and research institute - AT107

bilgekaalkan@gmail.com — Eastern mediterranean university architecture faculty office building - ARCH
004
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CONSENT FORM

To indicate your voluntary participation, please read the items below and sign the
informed consent form.

o
o

| agree to voluntarily participate in this research study.

The purpose and nature of the study was explained to me in writing and | find it
easy to ask questions for research.

| agree to have my conversation recorded

| understand that my identity will not be disclosed in any report on the results of
this research.

| understand that excerpts from my interview can be quoted in the thesis and |
see no problem with their publication.

| understand that | have the right to access the information | provide at any time.
| understand that | am free to communicate with any person involved in the
research.

Signature of the Participant:

Date:

| believe that the participant gave informed consent to participate in this study.

Investigator's Signature: Bilge KALKAN

Date: 03.07.2023

Appendix.1. Voluntary participant form

Appendix.2. Ethical form

Appendix.3. Questions
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Appendix C: Sample of English Questionnaire

1) What is your education status?

A) None

B) Primary school graduate

C) Secondary school graduate

D) High school graduate

E) University graduate

F) Master's graduate

G) Ph.D. graduate

H) Other (specify) ......coovvvviiiiiiinn..

2) What is your length of residency in Antakya?
A) Less than 5 year

B) 5-15 years

C) 16-25 years

D) 26-35 years

E) More than 35 years

3) Which of the following statements best describes your awareness of the religious
and cultural heritage in Antakya?

A) I am well-informed about the religious and cultural heritage in Antakya.

B) I have some knowledge about the religious and cultural heritage in Antakya.

C) I am not familiar with the religious and cultural heritage in Antakya.

4) Are you familiar with the concept of cultural heritage and its potential role in
promoting reconciliation among different communities?

A) Yes

B) No

5) Have you visited any of the monasteries in Antakya before the earthquake?
A) Yes
B) No

6) How important do you think religious heritage is in promoting reconciliation and
unity within a community?

A) Very important, it plays a crucial role in fostering reconciliation and unity.

B) Somewhat important, it can have some impact on promoting reconciliation and
unity.

C) Not very important, it has limited influence on reconciliation and unity.

D) Not important at all, other factors are more significant in promoting reconciliation
and unity.
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7) What is the significance of monasteries in Antakya's cultural heritage?

A) Monasteries are highly significant and serve as important historical and religious
landmarks in Antakya.

B) Monasteries have some significance, but their importance is limited compared to
other cultural heritage sites.

C) Monasteries are not particularly significant in Antakya's cultural heritage.

D) I'm not sure/not familiar with the significance of monasteries in Antakya's cultural
heritage.

8) Did the earthquake and subsequent damage to the monasteries affect your sense of
identity or connection to the community?

A) Yes, it significantly impacted my sense of identity and connection to the
community.

B) Yes, to some extent, it affected my sense of identity and connection to the
community.

C) No, it did not have any effect on my sense of identity or connection to the
community.

D) I'm not sure/not applicable, as I do not have a strong sense of identity or
connection to the community.

9) How important do you think it is to preserve and restore cultural heritage sites,
such as monasteries, for promoting reconciliation and unity?

A) Very important

B) Somewhat important

C) Not important

10) Do you believe that efforts to restore damaged monasteries can contribute to
post-disaster recovery and reconciliation?

A) Yes, restoring damaged monasteries can significantly contribute to post-disaster
recovery and reconciliation.

B) Yes, to some extent, restoring damaged monasteries can contribute to post-
disaster recovery and reconciliation.

C) No, restoring damaged monasteries does not contribute to post-disaster recovery
and reconciliation.

D) No, restoring damaged monasteries may even hinder post-disaster recovery and
reconciliation efforts.

E) I'm not sure/not familiar enough with the topic to form an opinion.

11) In your opinion, how can cultural heritage contribute to fostering mutual
understanding and respect among different religious and ethnic groups?

A) By highlighting shared history and traditions

B) By promoting interfaith dialogue and cooperation

C) Both by highlighting shared history and traditions and by promoting interfaith
dialogue and cooperation

D) None of the above
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12) Following an earthquake or other disaster, damaged monasteries can serve as
focal points for:

A) Rebuilding communities

B) Repairing damaged relationships

C) Both rebuilding communities and repairing damaged relationships

D) None of the above

13) Do you believe that the restoration and re-functioning of monasteries in Antakya
can facilitate the return of the three monotheistic religions (Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam) and their religious rituals?

A) Yes, it can facilitate their return and religious rituals.

B) No, it will not have any impact.

C) Not sure.

14) How important is it for the monasteries in Antakya to serve as places of
consensus and religious education, even after losing their primary functions?
A) Very important

B) Somewhat important

C) Not important

15) In your experience or observation, have damaged monasteries or other cultural
heritage sites played a role in rebuilding communities and repairing relationships
after a disaster?

A) Yes

B) No

C) Not sure

16) How do you perceive the potential impact of restored monasteries in Antakya on
promoting social cohesion and cultural diversity among diverse communities?

A) High impact

B) Moderate impact

C) Low impact

17) Would you support initiatives and efforts to restore and preserve monasteries in
Antakya as a means of promoting reconciliation and unity?

A) Yes, definitely

B) Maybe, depending on the circumstances

C) No, not at all

18) In your opinion, how can the preservation and promotion of religious heritage
contribute to the overall well-being of communities in Antakya?

A) By fostering a sense of pride and identity.

B) By attracting tourism and economic opportunities.

C) By providing spaces for cultural events and gatherings.

D) All of the above (By fostering a sense of pride and identity, by attracting tourism
and economic opportunities and by providing spaces for cultural events and
gatherings)

E) None of the above.
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19) How important is it to involve local communities in the decision-making process
regarding the restoration and utilization of monasteries in Antakya?

A) Very important, as it ensures community ownership and inclusivity.

B) Somewhat important, but decisions should primarily be made by experts.

C) Not important, as it should be solely determined by experts and authorities.

20) Which of the following potential challenges do you foresee in the process of
reconciling and repurposing monasteries in Antakya after an earthquake?

A) Lack of funding for restoration and maintenance.

B) Resistance or opposition from certain religious or community groups.

C) Difficulties in balancing the preservation of historical authenticity and modern
functionality.

D) All of the above (Lack of funding for restoration and maintenance, resistance or
opposition from certain religious or community groups and difficulties in balancing
the preservation of historical authenticity and modern functionality)

E) None of the above.

21) To what extent do you believe that the restored monasteries in Antakya can
contribute to interfaith dialogue and cooperation among the three monotheistic
religions?

A) They have a significant potential to foster interfaith dialogue and cooperation.
B) They might have some impact but not a significant one.

C) They are unlikely to contribute to interfaith dialogue and cooperation.

22) How important is it to incorporate educational and cultural programs within the
restored monasteries to promote understanding and appreciation of different religious
traditions?

A) Very important, as it can facilitate intercultural understanding and tolerance.

B) Somewhat important, but not a top priority.

C) Not important, as it may lead to conflicts and misunderstandings.

23) Which stakeholders or organizations do you think should play a leading role in
the reconciliation and restoration efforts of monasteries in Antakya?

A) Local community organizations.

B) Religious institutions.

C) Government agencies.

D) Non-governmental organizations.

E) All of the above (Local community organizations, religious institution and
Government agencies)

24) Would you be willing to actively participate in initiatives aimed at promoting
reconciliation and preserving cultural heritage in Antakya?

A) Yes, I would be interested in volunteering or contributing in some way.

B) Maybe, depending on the nature and availability of opportunities.

C) No, I am not interested in participating.
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25) How optimistic are you about the potential of religious heritage, specifically
monasteries, to contribute to the reconciliation process in Antakya?

A) Very optimistic, as I believe in the power of cultural heritage.

B) Moderately optimistic, but with some reservations.

C) Not optimistic, as I think other factors are more influential in reconciliation
efforts.

26) In your opinion, what additional measures or strategies can be implemented to
ensure the long-term sustainability and effectiveness of the restored monasteries as
tools for reconciliation?

A) Creating partnerships with local businesses and tourism organizations.

B) Developing educational programs for youth and community members.

C) Establishing ongoing dialogue platforms for interfaith cooperation.

D) All (Creating partnerships with local businesses and tourism organizations,
Developing educational programs for youth and community members and
establishing ongoing dialogue platforms for interfaith cooperation.)
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Appendix D: Sample of Turkish Questionnaire

1) Egitim durumunuz nedir?

A) Yok

B) ilkokul mezunu

C) Ortaokul mezunu

D) Lise mezunu

E) Universite mezunu

F) Yiiksek lisans mezunu

G) Doktora mezun olmak

H) Diger (belirtiniz) .................cooeennenn.

2) Antakya'da ikamet siireniz nedir?
A) 5 yildan az

B) 5-15 yil

C) 16-25 y1l

D) 26-35 yil

E) 35 yildan fazla

3) Asagidaki ifadelerden hangisi Antakya'daki dini ve kiiltlire]l miras konusundaki
farkindaliginizi en iyi sekilde tanimlar?

A) Antakya'daki dini ve kiiltiirel miras hakkinda bilgi sahibiyim.

B) Antakya'daki dini ve kiiltlire]l miras hakkinda biraz bilgi sahibiyim.

C) Antakya'daki dini ve kiiltiirel mirasa asina degilim.

4) Kiiltiirel miras kavramina ve onun farkl topluluklar arasinda uzlagmay1 tesvik
etmedeki potansiyel roliine agina misiniz?

A) Evet

B) Hayir

5) Depremden 6nce Antakya'daki manastirlardan herhangi birini ziyaret ettiniz mi?
A) Evet
B) Hayir

6) Bir topluluk i¢inde uzlagma ve birligi tesvik etmede dini mirasin ne kadar 6nemli
oldugunu diisiiniiyorsunuz?

A) Cok 6nemli, uzlasma ve birligin saglanmasinda ¢ok dnemli bir rol oynuyor.

B) Biraz 6nemli, uzlasma ve birligi tesvik etmede bazi etkileri olabilir.

C) Cok 6nemli degil, uzlasi ve birlik iizerinde etkisi sinirl1.

D) Hi¢ 6nemli degil, uzlagsma ve birligi tesvik etmede diger faktorler daha 6nemlidir.

7) Antakya'nin kiiltiirel mirasi i¢inde manastirlarin nemi nedir?

A) Manastirlar son derece dnemlidir ve Antakya'da 6nemli tarihi ve dini simgeler
olarak hizmet vermektedir.

B) Manastirlarin bir miktar 6nemi vardir, ancak diger kiiltiirel miras alanlarina
kiyasla 6nemi simirlidir.

C) Antakya'nin kiiltiirel mirasinda manastirlarin 6zel bir 6nemi yoktur.
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D) Manastirlarin Antakya'nin kiiltiirel mirasindaki éneminden emin
degilim/bilmiyorum.

8) Deprem ve miiteakip manastirlarda meydana gelen hasar, kimlik duygunuzu veya
toplumla baglantiniz1 etkiledi mi?

A) Evet, kimlik duygumu ve toplumla baglantimi 6nemli 6l¢iide etkiledi.

B) Evet, bir dereceye kadar kimlik duygumu ve toplumla baglantimi etkiledi.

C) Hayir, kimlik duygum veya toplumla baglantim tizerinde herhangi bir etkisi
olmadi.

D) Giiglii bir kimlik duygum veya toplulukla bagim olmadig1 i¢in emin
degilim/uygulanamaz.

9) Uzlagma ve birligi tesvik etmek i¢cin manastirlar gibi kiiltiirel miras alanlarin
korumanin ve restore etmenin ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu diisiiniiyorsunuz?

A) Cok 6nemli

B) Biraz 6nemli

C) Onemli degil

10) Hasar goren manastirlari restore etme ¢abalarinin afet sonrasi toparlanmaya ve
uzlagmaya katkida bulunabilecegine inaniyor musunuz?

A) Evet, hasar géren manastirlarin restore edilmesi, afet sonrasi toparlanma ve
uzlagsmaya 6nemli dl¢iide katkida bulunabilir.

B) Evet, bir dereceye kadar, hasarli manastirlarin restore edilmesi, afet sonrasi
toparlanma ve uzlagmaya katkida bulunabilir.

C) Hayir, zarar géren manastirlarin restore edilmesi afet sonrasi toparlanmaya ve
uzlagmaya katki saglamaz.

D) Hayir, zarar géren manastirlarin restore edilmesi, afet sonrasi toparlanma ve
uzlagma cabalarini bile engelleyebilir.

E) Bir fikir olusturacak kadar emin degilim/konuya agina degilim.

11) Sizce kiiltiirel miras, farkli dini ve etnik gruplar arasinda karsilikli anlayis ve
sayginin gelismesine nasil katkida bulunabilir?

A) Ortak tarihi ve gelenekleri vurgulayarak

B) Dinler aras1 diyalog ve isbirligini tesvik ederek

C) Hem ortak tarihi ve gelenekleri vurgulayarak hem de dinler arasi diyalog ve
isbirligini tesvik ederek

D) Yukaridakilerin higbiri

12) Bir deprem veya bagka bir felaketin ardindan, hasar géren manastirlar
asagidakiler i¢in odak noktasi olarak hizmet edebilir:

A) Topluluklart yeniden insa etmek

B) Bozulan iligkileri onarmak

C) Hem topluluklar1 yeniden inga etmek hem de zarar gérmiis iliskileri onarmak
D) Yukaridakilerin higbiri

13) Antakya'daki manastirlarin restorasyonu ve yeniden islevlendirilmesinin {i¢ tek
tanrili dinin (Hiristiyanlik, Musevilik ve Islam) ve dini ritliellerinin geri dontistinii
kolaylastiracagina inantyor musunuz?

172



A) Evet, doniislerini ve dini ritiiellerini kolaylastirabilir.
B) Hayir, herhangi bir etkisi olmayacaktir.
C) Emin degilim.

14) Antakya'daki manastirlarin asli fonksiyonlarin yitirdikten sonra bile icma ve din
egitimi mekanlar1 olarak hizmet vermeleri ne kadar 6nemlidir?

A) Cok 6nemli

B) Biraz 6nemli

C) Onemli degil

15) Deneyimlerinize veya gézlemlerinize gore, zarar géormiis manastirlar veya diger
kiiltiirel miras alanlari, bir felaketten sonra topluluklarin yeniden insasinda ve
iligkilerin onarilmasinda rol oynadi mi1?

A) Evet

B) Hayir

C) Emin degilim.

16) Antakya'daki restore edilmis manastirlarin farkli topluluklar arasinda sosyal
uyum ve kiiltiirel ¢esitliligin desteklenmesi lizerindeki potansiyel etkisini nasil
algiliyorsunuz?

A) Yiiksek etki

B) Orta derecede etki

C) Diistik etki

17) Antakya'daki manastirlarin uzlasi ve birligi tesvik etme araci olarak restore
edilmesi ve korunmasina yonelik girisimleri ve ¢abalar1 destekler misiniz?

A) Evet, kesinlikle

B) Belki, sartlara bagli olarak

C) Haynr, hig degil

18) Sizce dini mirasin korunmasi ve tanitilmasi Antakya'daki topluluklarin genel
refahina nasil katkida bulunabilir?

A) Bir gurur ve kimlik duygusu gelistirerek.

B) Turizm ve ekonomik firsatlari ¢ekerek.

O) Kiiltiirel etkinlikler ve toplanmalar i¢in alanlar saglayarak.

D) Yukaridakilerin tiimii (Gurur ve kimlik duygusunu gelistirerek, turizm ve
ekonomik firsatlar1 ¢ekerek ve kiiltiirel etkinlikler ve toplanmalar i¢in alanlar
saglayarak)

E) Yukaridakilerin higbiri.

19) Antakya'daki manastirlarin restorasyonu ve kullanimina iliskin karar verme
siirecine yerel topluluklarin dahil edilmesi ne kadar 6nemlidir?

A) Toplulugun sahipligini ve kapsayiciligini sagladigi i¢in ¢ok dnemlidir.

B) Biraz 6nemli, ancak kararlar 6ncelikle uzmanlar tarafindan verilmelidir.

C) Sadece uzmanlar ve otoriteler tarafindan belirlenmesi gerektiginden 6nemli
degildir.
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20) Antakya'daki manastirlarin depremden sonra uzlastirilmasi ve yeniden
islevlendirilmesi siirecinde asagidaki potansiyel zorluklardan hangilerini
ongoriiyorsunuz?

A) Restorasyon ve bakim i¢in finansman eksikligi.

B) Belirli dini veya topluluk gruplarinin direnisi veya muhalefeti.

C) Tarihi 6zgiinliigiin korunmasi ile modern iglevselligin dengelenmesindeki
zorluklar.

D) Yukaridakilerin hepsi (restorasyon ve bakim i¢in finansman eksikligi, belirli dini
veya topluluk gruplarindan direnis veya muhalefet ve tarihi 6zgiinliigiin korunmasi
ile modern islevselligin korunmasinda yasanan zorluklar)

E) Yukaridakilerin higbiri.

21) Antakya'da restore edilen manastirlarin {i¢ tek tanrili din arasindaki dinler arasi
diyaloga ve igbirligine ne 6l¢iide katki saglayabilecegine inantyorsunuz?

A) Dinler aras1 diyalogu ve isbirligini gelistirmek i¢in 6nemli bir potansiyele
sahiptirler.

B) Bazi etkileri olabilir, ancak 6nemli bir etkisi olmayabilir.

C) Dinler arasi diyaloga ve isbirligine katkida bulunmalar1 pek olas1 degildir.

22) Farkl1 dini geleneklerin anlagilmasini ve takdir edilmesini tesvik etmek igin
restore edilmis manastirlara egitim ve kiiltiir programlar1 dahil etmek ne kadar
onemlidir?

A) Kiiltiirleraras1 anlayis ve hosgoriiyii kolaylastirabilecegi i¢in ¢ok dnemlidir.
B) Biraz 6nemli ama oncelikli degil.

C) Catigmalara ve yanlig anlamalara yol agabilecegi i¢in 6nemli degil.

23) Antakya'daki manastirlarin uzlagtirma ve restorasyon ¢aligmalarinda hangi
paydaslarin veya kuruluslarin dncii rol oynamasi gerektigini diistiniiyorsunuz?
A) Yerel toplum kuruluglari.

B) Dini kurumlar.

C) Devlet kurumlari.

D) Sivil toplum kuruluslari.

E) Yukaridakilerin tiimii (Yerel toplum kuruluslari, dini kurumlar ve Devlet
kurumlar1)

24) Antakya'da uzlagmay1 tesvik etmeyi ve kiiltiirel mirast korumay1 amaclayan
girisimlere aktif olarak katilmak ister misiniz?

A) Evet, goniillii olmak veya bir sekilde katkida bulunmak isterim.

B) Belki, firsatlarin dogasina ve mevcudiyetine bagli olarak.

C) Haynr, katilmakla ilgilenmiyorum.

25) Dini mirasin, 6zellikle de manastirlarin Antakya'daki uzlasma siirecine katki
saglama potansiyeli konusunda ne kadar iyimsersiniz?

A) Kiiltiirel mirasin giicline inandigim i¢in ¢ok iyimserim.

B) Kismen iyimser, ancak bazi ¢ekincelerle.

C) Uzlasma ¢abalarinda diger faktorlerin daha etkili oldugunu diisiindiiglim i¢in
iyimser degilim.
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26) Sizce, restore edilen manastirlarin uzlagma araglar1 olarak uzun vadeli
stirdiiriilebilirligini ve etkinligini saglamak i¢in hangi ek dnlemler veya stratejiler
uygulanabilir?

A) Yerel isletmeler ve turizm kuruluslar ile ortakliklar olusturmak.

B) Genglik ve topluluk iiyeleri i¢in egitim programlar1 gelistirmek.

C) Dinler arasi igbirligi i¢in siirekli diyalog platformlar1 olusturmak.

D) Hepsi (Yerel isletmeler ve turizm kuruluslartyla ortakliklar olusturmak, gencgler
ve topluluk tiyeleri i¢in egitim programlari gelistirmek ve dinler arasi isbirligi i¢in
stirekli diyalog platformlar1 olusturmak.)
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